
Position: Senior Policy Counsel 
Location: Oakland, CA 
 
The Organization: 
 
Self-Help is a community development lender founded in 1980 that creates and protects ownership and 
economic opportunity for minority, women-headed, rural and low-wealth families through personal, 
home and small business lending. It has provided almost $7 billion in financing to help more than 
100,000 low-wealth borrowers buy homes, start and build businesses, and strengthen community 
resources across the country.  
  
The Center for Responsible Lending, an affiliate of Self-Help, is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research and 
policy organization dedicated to protecting homeownership and family wealth by working to eliminate 
abusive financial practices. CRL provides research and technical policy expertise to help policymakers 
evaluate consumer protection options and wealth-building opportunities, on issues such as, but not 
limited to, mortgage lending, small dollar lending, debt-related abuses, student loans. We educate 
consumers and the media about predatory lending issues, work with local and national coalitions to 
push for change, and CRL's work has helped lead to major changes in lending practices, saving families 
over $2 billion annually. For more information, go to www.responsiblelending.org.   
 

 

Position Description: 
  
As part of CRL’s State Policy Team, supporting stakeholders throughout the 50 states, Senior Policy 
Counsel will work with stakeholders in California and other Western states to develop and advance 
strategies for legislative and regulatory reform at the state level to prevent predatory lending practices.  
  
Essential Responsibilities: 
  
Responsibilities will include developing state-level legislative or regulatory advocacy strategies; 
providing policy and legal analysis for ally organizations and policy makers;  drafting policy 
recommendations, legislative testimony, regulatory comments, and amicus briefs;  monitoring  and 
analyzing legislative and regulatory developments, and enforcement actions related to predatory 
lending practices; representing CRL at meetings with elected representatives, regulatory agencies, and 
other stakeholders;  testifying at legislative hearings, and speaking with the press.   
  
Minimum Qualifications: 

 

       Advanced degree in law or policy-related field, and 4+ years of experience 

         Strong verbal, written, and policy analysis skills 

         Demonstrated facility in fostering relationships with diverse constituencies  

         Self-starter, able to initiate and juggle multiple projects and work independently 

         Experience in legislative drafting, policy advocacy, and/or with regulatory or enforcement agencies 

  Background in financial services, economics, civil rights, and/or consumer protection 

  Demonstrated commitment to the mission of Self Help and Center for Responsible Lending 
  
  
Desired Qualifications: 
  

http://www.responsiblelending.org/


 Spanish language ability.  

 Strong public speaking skills. 
  
Physical Requirements: 
  
Frequently requires use of manual dexterity and repetitive motions, primarily with the wrists, hands, 
and/or fingers.  Must be able to occasionally lift and exert force of up to 10 pounds. 
  
Compensation:  
  
Competitive nonprofit salary, based on experience, plus a generous benefits package. 

 
Application: 
 
To apply, send resume and cover letter, describing why you are a fit for this position, to 

hiringmanager@self-help.org. Please include the position title as the subject. The position will remain 

posted until filled. 

 
Self-Help is committed to providing equal employment opportunities to all persons 

regardless of race, color, class, age, religion, disability that can be accommodated, marital 
status, ancestry, nationality, family status or sexual orientation. 

 

mailto:hiringmanager@self-help.org

