
Luis Avila is a Chicago native, having grown up in the Back of the Yards neighborhood.  He received his 

bachelor’s degree from the University of Illinois – Champaign Urbana and his J.D. from Columbia 

University School of Law.  Upon graduation, Mr. Avila worked as an associate at Lord, Bissell & Brook, 

now know as Locke Lord LLP.  Thereafter, he opened his own practice before joining Kluever & Platt LLC 

as an associate.  He transitioned into an in-house role as Senior Counsel for Heidrick & Struggles 

International, Inc. and, in 2010, was promoted to Assistant General Counsel.  In 2013, Mr. Avila joined 

US Foods, Inc. as Assistant General Counsel.  In December of 2013, Mr. Avila was appointed President of 

Region IX for the Hispanic National Bar Association, representing Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and 

Wisconsin.  In May 2015, Mr. Avila was elected to the board of the Hispanic Lawyers Association of 

Illinois.   

Mr. Avila would like to combine his role as HNBA Region IX President with membership on the HLAI 

Board in order to fortify the organization’s affiliation with the HNBA.   In his role as HNBA Region IX 

President, he can assist the HLAI board in: 

 fostering a network of Hispanic attorneys and provide them a forum for exchanges with local, 

national and international legal organizations and the judiciary,  

 providing a forum through which Hispanic attorneys and their achievements, goals and 

aspirations may be promoted within the legal profession,  

 promoting the common business interest, professional development and general welfare of 

Hispanic attorneys, 

 addressing social, economic and other issues which may affect the Hispanic community, and  

 providing a forum for the dissemination of information vital to the interests of Hispanic 

attorneys or their community.  

Mr. Avila played a pivotal role in Chicago’s successful bid for the HNBA’s Annual Convention in 2016.  If 

he is re-elected Region IX President, he will work with HLAI and the Region IX membership to make sure 

that the 2016 Annual Convention succeeds in garnering large numbers in attendance, new sponsors and 

partners, and fundraising for the organization. 


