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ROBERT T. MALDONADO 

2015-2016 HNBA NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

“SURGING TO NEW HEIGHTS: EXPANDING OUR REACH” 

It is my honor and privilege to serve as the 38th National President of the Hispanic National 

Bar Association. I extend my thanks to those who were able to join us for our Annual 

Convention in Boston. It was one of our most successful conventions ever. We were fortunate 

to hear from top notch speakers including, among others, United States Senator Elizabeth 

Warren, Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker, U.S. Congressman Joe Kennedy and Boston 

Mayor Martin J. Walsh. At Fenway Park, we celebrated the swearing in of the first Hispanic 

President of the Massachusetts Bar Association, Robert Harnais, and we welcomed The 

Honorable Daniel Hernández Joseph, Consul General of Mexico in Boston, Graciela Gómez 

García, Deputy Consul General of Mexico, and Francisco De La Torre Galindo, Executive 

Director of Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior, to bestow the prestigious Ohtli Award on 

John Trasviña. Congratulations to all awards winners. We had a full array of top notch CLEs, 

and a special presentation on home buying by the Hispanic Commission of the American 

Bar Association. We were graced by the presence of national bar leaders, including Paulette 

Brown, President of the ABA; Jeremy Protas and Eduardo Juarez, President and President-

Elect of the National LGBT Bar Association; George Chen and Jin Hwang, President and 

President-Elect of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association; and Linda Benally 

and Mary Smith, President and Immediate Past President of the National Native American 

Bar Association. I was honored to be sworn into office by Judge Jenny Rivera of the New 

York State Court of Appeals.  

 

At no time in our history has the HNBA had such strong influence over institutions within our 

government, legal system and businesses. We should all be proud of how far we have come. 

As we look ahead, we stand ready to surge to new heights by expanding our reach. The 

HNBA will continue to build on our relationships with allies who support our mission. In the 

upcoming year the HNBA will extend our reach by incorporating the growing importance of 

technology into our pipeline initiatives and into our programming. The Latino population is 

the fastest growing population in the United States, and the HNBA stands in an enviable 



 

 2 

position to help and guide that growing population to successful lives and careers. The key 

to success in this day and age is technology. Every business has to deal with managing the 

rapid growth of information technology in our world. Technology affects all of us every day in 

ways large and small.  

 

We recognize that many startup businesses emerge from technology. The growth rate of 

Hispanic-owned businesses since 2007 is expected to exceed 40%, which is more than 

double the growth rate for all U.S. businesses. Last year, the U.S. Small Business Administration 

reported that it broke its record for lending to Hispanic entrepreneurs, facilitating more than 

$1.3 billion in loans. The HNBA is committed to helping this highly important sector of our 

economy. This year the HNBA will enter a new strategic partnership with Mass Mutual to fund 

and support the HNBA’s Su Negocio program, which is designed to help Hispanic small 

businesses get their feet off the ground, and grow and expand. Through the Su Negocio 

program, the HNBA will offer practical workshops and seminars to empower Latino small 

businesses. Through the Su Negocio Program, the HNBA will provide Latino small business 

owners with the expertise, guidance and resources that will assist them to succeed. This 

important program will move the needle on the dial towards success for Latino small 

businesses. The HNBA also will enter into a Strategic Alliance Memorandum with the U.S. Small 

Business Administration, which will give Hispanic communities access to resources that they 

never before knew were available to them. Lawyers will provide crucial assistance to these 

small business owners.  

 

Look for all of this, and more, during the upcoming year. Your support—and active 

involvement—is crucial to fulfilling our mission. Together, we will take the HNBA to new 

heights. 

 

 


