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”“I know that there are no shortcuts to achieving my 
personal goals, but it helps me to know that I have 
successful IP attorneys on my side.

The Scholars
- Maria Trinidad Saldana, 2014 Scholar



Law School: S.J. Quinney 
College of Law at the University 
of Utah, Class of 2016
Undergraduate: Weber State 
University, Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science
Bio: I am originally from 
Santiago, Chile. I relocated 
to the United States in search 
of the experiences that many 
before me found as newcomers 
to this country. Law school is 
the latest in a still growing list, 
and so far it takes the prize as 
being the most challenging and 
rewarding.
Something Interesting: Once, in 
the name of national security, 
I had a real plastic explosive 
secured on my leg for a bomb-
sniffing dog exercise.

Law School: Brigham Young 
University J. Reuben Clark Law 
School, rising 2L (class of 2017)
Undergraduate: University of 
Houston, Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Bio: After working for five 
years in chemical process 
engineering, I decided to 
explore my options in the 
legal field, where I would be 
able to leverage my technical 
knowledge to enable innovation 
and business success.
Something Interesting: I love 
to travel;my journeys have 
taken me to countries in the 
Caribbean, Central and South 
America, and Europe.

Lucas Bernardo

Law School: Seattle University 
School of Law, 3L (Class of 
2016)
Undergraduate: University of 
Miami, Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science with minors in 
Business Law, Communication, 
and Latin American Studies
Bio: This summer I will 
begin my last year at Seattle 
University School of Law; and 
although I consider Miami 
my hometown, my plan is 
to practice law—particularly 
intellectual property—in the 
state of Washington.
Something Interesting: I had a 
soccer scholarship at St. Thomas 
University.

Adriana Ibarra 
Vazquez

Law School: Mercer University, 
Walter F. George School of 
Law, 3L
Other Education: Tecnológico 
de Monterrey, Campus 
Monterrey, México, Law School 
Degree and L.L.M. International 
Commerce and Trade Law
Bio: Though my degree is 
from Mexico, I am licensed 
to practice law by the State 
Bar of Georgia as Foreign 
Law Consultant. I have more 
than 10 years of experience in 
corporate, intellectual property.
Something Interesting: I am the 
mom of a beautiful baby girl, 
and I love to dance. 

Crystal Araujo

Law School: University of San 
Francisco, School of Law, 3L 
Part-time program
Undergraduate: UCLA, Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science 
Bio: I recently served as a law 
clerk at a small firm in the San 
Francisco Bay Area that works 
mainly with startups called 
Gagnier Margossian. I am a 
2L part-time student at the 
University of San Francisco, 
School of Law. Before law 
school, I served as a legislative 
aide and field representative for 
then California State Senators 
Mark DeSaulnier and Alex 
Padilla.  
Something Interesting: For my 
first job I coach competitive 
and recreational ice-skating.

Lidia Lopez
Law School:  University of 
California Hastings College of 
the Law, rising 3L
Undergraduate: Santa Clara 
University Bachelor of Science, 
Political Science; Commerce, 
and Business Management
Bio: I raised $46,000 in 
scholarships and donations 
from business owners to pay for 
my first year in college.  I was 
awarded a Fulbright scholarship 
for my sophomore through 
senior years.  I am now a rising 
3L. 
Something Interesting: I am 
enthusiastic and motivated to 
learn about different cultures 
and up to date have explored 
parts of Italy, Germany, France, 
Spain and Latin America.

Cassandra 
Abernathy

Law School:  Loyola University 
of Chicago, rising 2L
Undergraduate: Carnegie 
Mellon University, Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering.
Bio: I was born in Brazil to a 
very mixed-background family 
as the youngest of six. When 
I went to college my parents 
became foster parents and 
adopted four other children. 
I worked as an engineer for 
three years and then decided to 
become a patent attorney and 
left work for law school.
Something Interesting: I’m 
terrible at sports, but have tried 
almost all of them at least 
once!

Law School:  Northwestern 
University School of Law, 
Rising 2L to graduate
Undergraduate: The University 
of Tampa, Bachelor of the Arts 
in Government & World Affairs 
and Music, with a minor in 
Criminology
Bio: During the summer of 
2015, I will be working as an 
Assistant Program Director 
for “Just the Beginning - A 
Pipeline Organization,” where I 
will introduce middle and high 
school students to the field of 
law. Ultimately, my hope is to 
establish my own scholarship 
fund for minority students
Something Interesting: I play 
4 instruments (clarinet, piano, 
organ, and violin)

Gidget Benitez

Law School: American 
University Washington College 
of Law, rising 3L
Undergraduate: University 
of Central Florida, Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology, 
Certificates in Criminal 
Profiling and Behavioral 
Forensics
Bio: I interned for the 
Honorable Judge Reyna during 
my first summer in law school, 
and will intern this summer at 
the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Virginia. 
Something Interesting: My 
name is from the popular 1950’s 
movies, “Gidget” and “Gidget 
Goes Hawaiian.”

Justin BossardRyan Borelo Heather Bowen Viantinna Campana 
Bordas

Law School:  Drexel University 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law, 
Class of 2016
Undergraduate: Villanova 
University; Bachelors of Science 
in Biology 
Bio: I entered Villanova with 
a deep interest in the sciences 
and a change of events sparked 
my interest in law. Currently I 
am a single mother entering 
my third year of law school 
concentrating in Intellectual 
Property law and hope to 
pursue a career practicing 
patent law after graduating.
Something Interesting: Despite 
being from the tropics my 
favorite sport has become 
skiing. 

Jorge Lozano
Law School:  South Texas 
College of Law - Candidate: 
December ‘16 (Currently - 2L) 
Undergraduate: Texas A&M 
University, Bachelor of Science 
in Chemical Engineering
Bio: I moved to Houston 
to work for a Engineering, 
Procurement, and Construction 
company. In six years I have 
been exposed to and helped 
design off-shore facilities, 
ammonia plants, plant utilities, 
and various chemical plants. I 
plan to utilize my experience 
and apply this to Patent Law.
Something Interesting: I was 
raised on the border of Texas 
and Mexico and enjoyed the 
BEST Tex-Mex Food available!

Evelyn Marcucci-
Manahan

Law School:  Rutgers School of 
Law-Newark, 2016
Undergraduate: Rutgers Univer-
sity-New Brunswick, Bachelor 
of Arts in Criminal Justice
Bio :As a jersey girl born 
and raised in the city with a 
perpetual itch to travel and 
explore the outdoors, I’ve 
always looked to expand my 
experiences. My journey into 
law has been no different, 
providing challenges and 
opportunities to further grow.
Something Interesting: I 
married a Patriots fan in the 
middle of Giant’s country and 
haven’t heard the end of it...

Joshua Cervantes 

Law School: University of 
Missouri-Kansas City, class of 
2016
Undergraduate: University of 
Kansas, Bachelor of Science in 
Human Biology
Bio: I live in Missouri, but I am 
a Kansas boy at heart (Rock 
Chalk). I was fortunate enough 
to meet my beautiful wife, 
Rachel in Missouri seven years 
ago. Rachel and my daughter, 
Desirea, keep me motivated to 
do well, not just in law school, 
but in life.
Something Interesting: It’s a 
toss up between my skills in the 
kitchen or at juggling.

Ileana Garcia

Law School: St. Thomas 
University School of Law, 3L
Undergraduate: Florida A&M 
University, Bachelors in 
Criminal Justice 
Bio: I first fell in love with 
wanting to become an attorney 
my first semester of law 
school. I am very involved with 
extracurricular activities at my 
school, so its safe to say I’m 
still in love. Moving forward I 
see myself becoming a litigator, 
and leaving a legacy behind. 
Something Interesting: I love 
singing really loud although I 
sound terrible.

Eduardo Gonzalez

Law School: Northeastern 
University School of Law, rising 
3L
Undergraduate: Brown 
University, Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Theory and Psychology
Bio: I was born and raised 
in the Rio Grande Valley. I 
grew up as a video gamer in 
a household of entrepreneurs, 
and have wanted to be a lawyer 
since I was seven. Now in 
law school, I have focused on 
branding and cyber law.
Something Interesting: I am a 
competitive dancer in the South 
Asian Fusion circuit on East 
Coast Beast Coast.

Christopher Garcia

Law School: UC Hasting 
College of the Law, rising 2L
Undergraduate: CSU Fresno 
cum laude, double-majoring 
in Political Science and 
Criminology
Bio: I am a first generation 
high school/college graduate, 
and law school attendee. 
While at Fresno State I worked 
with their outreach office to 
mentor and counsel high school 
students from underrepresented 
communities. My goal is to 
help underrepresented youth to 
improve socioeconomically. 
Something Interesting: I love 
to play and watch soccer, 
basketball, and football with 
my family.



Mayra Rodriguez-
Alvarez

Chezare Palacios Jose Tron
Law School:  Samford 
University’s Cumberland School 
of Law, rising 2L  
Undergraduate: University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, 
Bachelor of Science in Biology 
and my Master of Science in 
Biotechnology
Bio: I was born and raised in 
Mexico City, Mexico until I was 
16 years old, and I then moved 
to Birmingham, Alabama. 
Following high school I went 
into the United States Marine 
Corps.  After the Marines, I 
went on to start my college 
education at UAB.
Something Interesting: I enjoy 
being outdoors, whether it be 
playing sports, hiking or just 
having a good time.

Law School: Valparaiso Law 
School, 3L, Class of 2016
Undergraduate: Columbia 
College Chicago, Bachelor 
of Arts in Theater and 
Photography
Bio: I am what is considered 
a non-traditional student. I 
worked in corporate America 
a few years before law school, 
I am married and have I have 
a baby boy. I also coach high 
school girl’s soccer. I love to 
cook and volunteer.
Something Interesting: I don’t 
watch TV, but I am not boring. 
 

Law School:  University of 
Florida Levin College of Law, 
rising 3L
Undergraduate: Florida Atlantic 
University, Bachelor of Science 
in Civil Engineering
Bio: I am a second generation 
Cuban-American, born and 
raised in South Florida. I got 
my BS in Civil Engineering and 
worked as a forensic engineer 
just prior to returning to law 
school. 
Something Interesting: I 
used to claim to be afraid of 
heights but I think skydiving 
and working on swing stages 
650 feet above the ground has 
negated those claims.

Mireya Martinez

Law School: The George 
Washington University Law 
School, rising 2L
Undergraduate: UCLA, Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science with 
a minor in French
Bio: I returned to school after 
12 years in the finance sector 
to become the first person in 
my family to pursue higher 
education. I hope to merge my 
accounting background with 
my legal studies to become a 
successful attorney and provide 
a better future for my 4 kids, 
spouse, and parents.
Something Interesting: At one 
point, I contemplated becoming 
a chef because I love to cook!

Luiz Miranda

Law School: University of 
Miami School of Law Class of 
2017
Undergraduate: University of 
Central Florida, Bachelor of 
Science
Bio: I was born and raised in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and at 
the age of twelve relocated 
to my new home in Miami, 
Florida. Upon graduating I 
relocated to Seattle for the 
incredible opportunity to work 
for Microsoft. I am currently 
pursuing my legal aspirations 
with a focus on where the law 
meets technology.
Something Interesting: If an 
activity involves danger and 
waiver forms, you can usually 
count me in.

  Paola Morinigo

Law School: Seattle University 
School of Law, J.D. Candidate, 
2017
Undergraduate: Evergreen State 
College, Bachelor of Arts
Bio: I landed in the beautiful 
Evergreen State 15 years ago all 
the way from Argentina.  It is 
important to me to honor my 
roots and always include the 
lens of the Latino/a immigrant 
in everything I do. 
Something Interesting: Before 
Law school, I worked with 
rural communities in Eastern 
Washington in developing 
community based solutions to 
eradicate domestic violence.

Isabella Ortiz 

Law School: Chicago-Kent 
College of Law, rising 2L
Undergraduate: New Mexico 
Institute of Mining and 
Technology, Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering
Bio: I was born and raised in 
Albuquerque New and moved 
to Chicago for law school. I was 
14 when I published my first 
patent. 
Something Interesting: I’ve 
played soccer my whole life. 

Kevin Zamora

Law School: Capital Law 
School, rising 2L 
Undergraduate: Graduate of 
Bowling Green State University, 
Bachelor of Arts in International 
Studies with a minor in Spanish
Bio: I grew up in Ohio, and 
had opportunities to work-
study and live outside the 
United States in between 
Undergraduate school and Law 
School. While working in Chile, 
I began to research careers in 
international law-- and realized 
the legal profession can stretch 
as wide as the globe itself. 
Something Interesting: I like 
to think I have a knack for 
impersonating people.

Tyler Quillin 
Law School: University of 
Oregon School of Law, Rising 
2L
Undergraduate: University 
of Arizona, Bachelor of Arts 
in English Literature and 
Philosophy
Bio: My interests began within 
policy work, interning for 
both Senator Harry Reid and 
Congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords. Ultimately, my 
interest in intellectual property 
is a culmination of being the 
member of a technology/music-
oriented family and a 21st 
century young professional.
Something Interesting: I am a 
father of three girls.



”
“IPLI offers many advantages to the lucky students 
that get to attend.  As with anything though, you 
get much more out of something when you are 
willing to put in the time.  Dream big, work hard.

The Fellows
-Tim Scull, Merchant & Gould



Tim’s practice focuses on 
complex patent portfolio 
analysis and strategic patent 
prosecution. Tim learns as 
much as possible about his 
clients’ problems and business 
goals so he can craft the best 
solutions for them. He believes 
in developing long-standing 
relationships with his clients 
for long-term client care. Tim 
has experience in various 
technologies, but focuses 
on software and computer-
architecture related projects.

Tim Scull
Merchant & Gould

Hector Gallegos is a partner 
in the firm’s Intellectual 
Property Group. His 
practice has emphasized 
patent litigation and other 
high technology disputes 
through trial. Mr. Gallegos 
has represented foreign and 
domestic companies in patent 
litigation in U.S. District Courts 
and the International Trade 
Commission, and before the 
Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. He also counsels 
clients in support of licensing 
of intellectual property rights 
worldwide.

Hector Gallegos
Morrison & 

Foerster

Tihua focuses her practice on 
intellectual property litigation 
matters before both federal 
district courts and the U.S. In-
ternational Trade Commission. 
She has advised clients on cases 
involving a variety of technolo-
gies, including semiconductors, 
DVDs, light-emitting diodes, 
mobile imaging technology, 
and manufacture of rare earth 
magnets. She has handled all 
phases of complex IP litigation.

Miguel is a national leader, 
trusted advisor, strategist, and 
a connector based in DC and 
the New York City metro area.
He is a homegrown litigation 
partner at Lowenstein Sandler 
with more than 15 years 
of experience. He works to 
enhance and protect some of 
the world’s most iconic brands 
by advising companies on 
trademark and employment 
law issues and representing 
clients in business litigation. 
His strategic approach also 
helps his luxury brand clients 
expand their businesses within 
a market or extend to new 
markets.

Lowenstein Sandler
Miguel Alexander Pozo

André, a registered patent 
attorney, primarily focuses 
on intellectual property 
litigation, patent and trademark 
prosecution, counseling, and 
licensing. His practice also 
includes experience with trade 
secrets, general litigation, and 
the representation of clients 
before the International Trade 
Commission in Section 337 
investigations. Mr. De La 
Cruz also manages large-scale 
electronic discovery projects, 
leveraging his background 
in Computer Science and 
engineering to the fullest 
extent.

Sheppard Mullin
André De La Cruz

Peter is co-chair of Davis Wright 
Tremaine’s appellate practice 
group and a member of the 
firm’s communications, media, 
IP & technology group and its 
privacy & security group. Peter 
has extensive experience in 
appellate and regulatory litiga-
tion (having litigated over 100 
appeals), government inves-
tigations, and cases involving 
complex issues of Internet and 
communications law, privacy 
and data security law, and intel-
lectual property law.

Peter Karanjia
Davis Wright 

Tremaine

Tony specializes in Intellectual 
Property litigation, including 
patent, trademark, and 
copyright litigation. He has 
considerable experience before 
the Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, and has handled 
patent and copyright litigation 
in China for multiple clients. 
He has developed a special 
experience in patent claim 
construction and in right of 
publicity/First Amendment 
cases. Tony writes regular 
columns on IP law for Bench & 
Bar, as well as periodic articles 
for Intellectual Property Today 
and gives talks on numerous IP 
issues.

Tihua Huang 

Cadwalader

Rick Longton specializes in 
complex pharmaceutical and 
chemical patent litigation in 
the US district courts, includ-
ing generic drug approvals, the 
Hatch-Waxman Act and agro-
chemicals.  Mr. Longton’s litiga-
tion and counseling experience 
has focused on matters involv-
ing pharmaceuticals, chemicals, 
chemical processes and bio-
technology such as genetically 
modified plants and recom-
binant methods.  He counsels 
clients on a range of intellectual 
property and litigation matters, 
including patent infringement, 
validity, enforceability and 
freedom-to-operate.

Enrique Longton
Covington

Michael is an associate in the 
firm’s Washington, DC office, 
where he practices in the 
area of patent litigation.  He 
has experience with patents 
involving pharmaceutical 
products, medical devices, and 
oil exploration technologies.  
He has represented pioneer 
pharmaceutical companies 
in numerous Hatch-Waxman 
disputes, both at the trial and 
appeal stage.  In addition to 
his litigation work, Mr. Chajon 
provides patent analysis for 
corporate transactions.

Michael Chajon
Covington

Cecilia’s practice involves patent 
litigation, patent prosecution, 
and client counseling. Currently, 
she devotes most of her practice 
to litigating patents before U.S. 
district courts and the U.S. 
International Trade Commission 
(ITC). Ms. Sanabria’s litigation 
experience spans the pre-trial, 
discovery, trial, and post-trial 
phases of litigation. She has 
managed fact discovery, drafted 
motions and legal briefs, and 
worked with fact and expert 
witnesses.

Finnegan
Cecilia Sanabria

Corinna Alanis is an associate 
in the Litigation Department 
of Morrison & Foerster’s 
Washington, D.C. office.
Before joining the firm, Corinna 
worked as a software engineer 
at IBM, and as a quality 
engineer at Raytheon Missile 
Systems.

Corinna Alanis
Morrison & 

Foerster

Merchant & Gould
Anthony Zeuli

Qudus is an associate with the 
firm’s Intellectual Property 
practice with a focus on patent 
litigation related to computer 
technologies, networking 
technologies, and software.
He has represented a variety 
of clients in intellectual 
property disputes at all stages 
of the patent litigation process 
and has represented leading 
technology companies in patent 
infringement cases.
Prior to legal practice, Qudus 
worked for over ten years 
as an electrical engineer for 
Fortune 500 companies, such 
as Intel Corporation and Sun 
Microsystems.

Perkins Coie 
Qudus Olaniran

Chris Savage focuses on helping 
telecom, cable and Internet 
companies navigate the heavily 
regulated communications 
industry. He negotiates 
complex agreements related 
to interconnected networks, 
negotiates, arbitrates, and 
litigates disputes for wired 
and wireless communications 
companies arising under those 
agreements and under state 
and federal communications 
laws, and helps shape and 
interpret state and federal 
communications regulatory 
rules and policies.

Davis Wright 
Tremaine

Christopher Savage
Micah Ratner focuses on 
litigation involving media, 
communications, technology, 
and financial services 
companies. He litigates 
defamation, copyright, 
trademark, reporter’s 
privilege, contract, right of 
publicity, and privacy cases in 
federal and state courts and 
advises television, magazine, 
newspaper, and book-
publishing clients on pre-
broadcast and pre-publication 
legal issues. Micah also 
counsels clients on privacy and 
data security rules, regulations, 
and legislation.

Davis Wright 
Tremaine
Micah Ratner

To say that Vanessa Ignacio 
deals in equal parts with 
science and art in her practice 
is no exaggeration. The science 
is identifying and applying legal 
issues in advising companies 
on the clearance, development, 
maintenance and enforcement 
of trademarks. The art is 
negotiating with trademark 
examiners and understanding 
their myriad reasons for 
granting or refusing a mark. 
Most of her clients are in 
technology, pharmaceuticals, 
life sciences, and consumer 
goods, and Vanessa is skilled at 
carefully crafting applications to 
avoid the issues that can lead to 
trademark agency refusals.

Vanessa Ignacio 
Lowenstein Sandler

Jennifer is a partner in the 
Intellectual Property practice 
group of Sheppard Mullin 
Richter & Hampton, LLP’s 
Orange County office and a 
member of its Latin American 
team. Her practice focuses on 
intellectual property litigation.
She has extensive experience 
in patent infringement 
litigation, including 
cases involving medical 
devices, pharmaceuticals 
(“Hatch-Waxman” cases), 
nutraceuticals, computer 
hardware and software, 
electrical and mechanical 
technologies, and 
semiconductor manufacturing 
equipment.

Sheppard Mullin
Jennifer Trusso



Peter focuses primarily on 
patent litigation and intellectual 
property counseling. He has 
extensive experience in Hatch-
Waxman patent litigation. 
He has represented clients in 
intellectual property disputes 
relating to a wide variety 
of technologies including 
pharmaceutical products, 
gene expression and detection 
technology, antibodies, 
implantable medical devices, 
building and construction 
materials, and web technology. 
He has extensive experience 
handling all phases of litigation, 
in both the trial court and on 
appeal.

Peter Choi
Sidley Austin

Mike has appeared in five 
merits hearings (trials) at the 
ITC since joining Sidley in 2011. 
As a member of the firm’s 
Intellectual Property Litigation 
group, Mike routinely handles 
technical issues ranging from 
electronics and software to 
chemistry and materials, and 
is particularly well-versed in 
the evolving jurisprudence of 
Section 101 patent challenges 
and the ITC’s domestic industry 
requirement. He has also filed 
more than 25 petitions for inter 
partes review with the Patent 
Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB).

Michael Franzinger
Sidley Austin

Scott’s practice involves all 
aspects of intellectual property 
law, including preparation 
and prosecution of patent 
applications and related 
searches with emphasis in 
the mechanical and computer 
software arts.
Prior to entering law school, 
Scott was a plant engineer with 
Eveready Battery Company for 
over three and a half years, 
where he concentrated in 
machine design and installation.

Scott Strohm
Shook, Hardy & 

Bacon

Steve Marshall is a Principal 
in the Washington, DC, office 
of Fish & Richardson. His 
practice focuses on complex 
patent litigation and counseling. 
Mr. Marshall has litigated 
patent cases across a variety of 
industries and technologies, 
including Internet software and 
e-commerce, semiconductors, 
telecommunications, computer 
networking, optical data 
storage, electro-optical/infrared 
countermeasures systems, 
fire suppression systems, and 
medical devices.

Stephen Marshall
Fish & Richardson

Terry G. Mahn is Managing 
Principal of the Washington, 
DC, office, and the Regulatory 
and Government Affairs 
Practice Group Leader. He 
joined the firm in 1991 and his 
practice is primarily before the 
FCC and FDA with emphasis on 
complex product authorizations. 
Mr. Mahn’s FCC practice 
includes all facets of spectrum 
allocation, wireless technology 
and licensing, and equipment 
approvals. He actively 
participates in domestic and 
international product standards 
development, harmonization, 
and compliance in the areas of 
radio communications, EMC, 
electrical, medical, and RF 
safety.

Fish & Richardson
Terry Mahn

Linhong Zhang is a Principal 
in the Washington, D.C., office 
of Fish & Richardson. He was 
previously a Summer Associate 
with the firm (2006). His 
practice emphasizes patent 
litigation and intellectual 
property litigation. Mr. Zhang 
has experience litigating 
patents in federal courts 
across the country, including 
in Delaware, Texas, California, 
and the U.S. International Trade 
Commission. His litigation 
experience encompasses 
technologies, including user 
interfaces.

Fish & Richardson
Linhong Zhang

Jay S. Newman is a Principal 
in the Washington, D.C., office 
of Fish & Richardson, focused 
on advertising, sweepstakes, 
contests and privacy law, with 
extensive experience before 
the Federal Communications 
Commission, Federal Trade 
Commission, Food and Drug 
Administration and state 
administrative agencies on 
enforcement, compliance and 
licensing matters.  Mr. Newman 
provides practical and realistic 
advice to start-ups and Fortune 
500 corporations on a variety of 
regulatory matters. 

Fish & Richardson
Jay Newman

Daniel Tishman is an Associate 
in Fish & Richardson’s 
Washington, DC, office. 
His practice focuses on 
patent litigation in federal 
district courts and before 
the International Trade 
Commission. From 2011-2013, 
Dan served as a judicial clerk 
for the Honorable Yvette Kane 
of the United States District 
Court for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania.

Fish & Richardson
Daniel Tishman

Anand Sharma leads the firm’s 
mechanical practice group, 
and previously served as chair 
of Finnegan’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee. He has 
experience in all aspects of 
patent law, with a particular 
emphasis on U.S. district court 
and U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) Section 337 
litigations, as well as strategic 
client counseling. 

Anand Sharma
Finnegan

Kara Stoll focuses her practice 
on patent litigation before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit. She has 
represented clients in more 
than 35 appeals, covering a 
diverse range of technologies 
and legal issues. She has 
extensive experience developing 
and implementing successful 
appeal strategies, and regularly 
counsels clients and trial 
counsel in identifying the best 
issues for appeal, drafting 
compelling appeal briefs, and 
presenting persuasive oral 
arguments.

Kara Stoll
Finnegan

Naresh Kilaru focuses his 
practice on trademark, unfair 
competition, copyright, 
trade secret, and right-of-
publicity law. He has extensive 
experience in all aspects of 
trademark, copyright, trade 
secret, and unfair competition 
litigation, including cases 
involving computer source 
code, traditional trademarks, 
product packaging and product 
configuration trade dress, false 
advertising, counterfeiting, 
gray-market goods, and domain 
names. 

Naresh Kilaru 
Finnegan



”“The Speakers
At various points in my career I have had doubts 
about myself and my ability to perform at the high 
level required to succeed and grow in the fast-
paced technology industry. I found it helps to focus 
on those things I can control, work harder, be 
patient, and remember the old saying: ‘No pain, no 
gain.’

- Horacio Gutiérrez, Microsoft



Federal Trade 
Commission
Kara Monahan

US Copyright 
Office

Abioye “Abi” Oyewole
Kara Monahan is a staff 
attorney in the Bureau of 
Competition’s Health Care 
Division where she investigates 
and litigates anticompetitive 
conduct cases in the 
pharmaceutical industry. Prior 
to joining the FTC in 2012, 
Kara clerked for the Honorable 
Joseph E. Irenas in the District 
of New Jersey. Kara earned her 
JD from Rutgers University, 
a MA from the University of 
Delaware, and her BA from Mt. 
St. Mary’s College.

Abi is an Attorney-Advisor 
in the Office of the General 
Counsel (OGC) at the U.S. 
Copyright Office. The 
OGC assists the Register 
of Copyrights in carrying 
out critical work of the U.S. 
Copyright Office regarding 
the legal interpretation of the 
copyright law. The OGC liaisons 
with the Department of Justice, 
other federal departments, 
and the legal community on a 
wide range of copyright matters 
including litigation and the 
administration of Title 17.

Mr. Fried represents a 
broad base of media and 
entertainment companies across 
a variety of content production, 
acquisition and distribution-
related entertainment matters 
with a specific emphasis on the 
unique challenges encountered 
in the emerging and rapidly 
evolving digital space. Current 
clients include domestic 
and foreign film, television 
and new media production 
and distribution companies; 
YouTube multi-channel network 
operators, traditional and 
digital distribution platforms 
and channels; consumer 
electronics manufacturers; 
and application and game 
developers.

DME LAW
Ian Fried

Donald Dunner has worked 
in all phases of patent law, 
including prosecution, 
licensing, litigation, validity 
and infringement studies, 
and counseling. He has 
vast technical experience 
in chemical engineering, 
chemistry, biotechnology, 
and pharmaceuticals. He has 
litigated numerous cases in 
the federal district courts. He 
has had significant success 
overturning jury and other 
verdicts handed down by lower 
district courts, and has earned 
the reputation of being one 
of the finest litigators in the 
country.

Donald Dunner
Finnegan

Jorge is an Associate Professor 
at the University of Utah S.J. 
Quinney College of Law and 
an Adjunct Associate Professor 
in the Department of Human 
Genetics. He has written and 
spoken extensively on the 
institutional structures of 
intellectual property, technical 
standardization and biomedical 
research. Professor Contreras 
currently serves as a member 
of the Advisory Council of 
the National Center for the 
Advancement of Translational 
Sciences (NCATS) at the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH)

Jorge Contreras
University of Utah

Marina, JD, LLM, is the 
director of the Office of Policy 
Planning at the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), on leave 
from Seton Hall University 
School of Law, where she has 
been a member of the faculty 
since 1994. She has written and 
presented extensively in the 
U.S. and in Spain, Germany, 
and China on a range of 
antitrust topics. 

John is an Attorney Advisor in 
the Federal Trade Commission’s 
Office of Policy Planning, 
which performs research and 
advocacy and develops policy 
in support of the Commission’s 
competition and consumer 
protection missions. He focuses 
on competition issues involving 
intellectual property, including 
the Commission’s work 
involving standard essential 
patents and patent assertion 
entities. 

Federal Trade 
Commission

Marina Lao

John Dubiansky
Federal Trade 
Commission

Neal is an Attorney Advisor 
in the FTC’s Office of Policy 
Planning, where he has focused 
on intellectual property and 
competition issues. Prior 
to working at the FTC, Mr. 
Hannan was an intellectual 
property litigator at Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner LLP. Before 
that, he served as a law clerk to 
the Hon. Daniel M. Friedman 
at the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit. Mr. Hannan 
is a graduate of Williams 
College and Columbia Law 
School.

Neal Hannan
Federal Trade 
Commission

Lucy is an attorney-advisor in 
the Office of General Counsel 
at the U.S. International Trade 
Commission.  Prior to her 
current role, Ms. Noyola was a 
counsel at Crowell & Moring 
LLP in Washington, D.C., and 
represented corporations in 
complex commercial litigation, 
including intellectual property, 
antitrust, and business torts.  
In 2014, she was recognized 
by Super Lawyers as a Rising 
Star in Intellectual Property 
Litigation and Business 
Litigation.  

International Trade 
Commission

Lucy Noyola

Danny Marti
Executive Office of 

the President

Troy Dow
The Walt Disney 

Company

Danny currently serves as 
the U.S. Intellectual Property 
Enforcement Coordinator 
within the Executive Office of 
the President. Mr. Marti was 
nominated by President Obama 
in August 2014, and The Office 
of the U.S. Intellectual Property 
Coordinator is charged with 
developing the Administration’s 
intellectual property 
enforcement strategy and is 
the primary office responsible 
for coordinating the efforts of 
the U.S. Government criminal, 
national security, and economic 
agencies. 

Harry was named as one 
of the World’s Leading IP 
Strategists, amongst many 
of his other achievements. 
He has been named by 
Intellectual Asset Management 
Magazine as one of the 
World’s Leading IP Strategist; 
received the President’s 
Distinguished Service Award 
from the Intellectual Property 
Owners Association; was 
the US representative for an 
Association of European Chief 
IP Counsel; and he has received 
numerous Special Achievement 
Awards.

Troy advises the company 
on intellectual property 
and technology policy and 
represents the company on 
such matters before the U.S. 
Congress, the Executive Branch 
and related agencies. In addition 
to work in the legislative and 
regulatory areas, Mr. Dow 
works to ensure an effective 
and consistent legal policy 
and strategy in the area of 
intellectual property, including 
in commercial transactions and 
in major copyright litigation.

Harry Gwinnell
Greenblum and 

Bernstein

After law school, she clerked 
for an Administrative Law 
Judge in the U.S. Department 
of Labor, assisting primarily 
with cases filed under the Black 
Lung Act.  She joined the U.S. 
Patent & Trademark Office in 
2005 as an Attorney-Advisor in 
Trademarks, examining federal 
trademark applications. During 
the next several years, Rebecca 
worked on special projects 
within Trademarks, two relating 
to organizing and cataloging 
Policy documents and one to 
writing Form Paragraphs for use 
by other trademark examining 
attorneys.

US Patent and 
Trademark Office

Rebecca Einsinger
Margaret A. (Peggy) Focarino 
is Commissioner for Patents for 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO).  She was 
appointed to this position in 
January 2012. In her role as 
Commissioner, Ms. Focarino 
manages and leads the Patent 
Organization as the chief 
operating officer.  She is 
responsible for the management 
and direction of all aspects of 
this organization which affect 
the administration of patent 
operations, examination policy, 
resources, and planning, and 
budget administration.  

US Patent and 
Trademark Office

Margaret Focarino

Janet Gongola is a Senior 
Advisor in the Office of 
the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of 
the USPTO.  Previously, Ms. 
Gongola worked as the Patent 
Reform Coordinator at the 
USPTO.  In this capacity, 
she managed all aspects of 
the agency’s implementation 
of the America Invents Act.  
Ms. Gongola also was the 
Associate Commissioner for 
Patent Examination Policy and 
was responsible for developing 
patent policy for the agency.  

Janet Gongola
US Patent and 

Trademark Office

Hector Gallegos is a partner 
in the firm’s Intellectual 
Property Group. His 
practice has emphasized 
patent litigation and other 
high technology disputes 
through trial. Mr. Gallegos 
has represented foreign and 
domestic companies in patent 
litigation in U.S. District Courts 
and the International Trade 
Commission, and before the 
Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. He also counsels 
clients in support of licensing 
of intellectual property rights 
worldwide.

Morrison and 
Foerster

Hector Gallegos



Scott C. Weidenfeller is Senior 
Counsel for Patent Law and 
Litigation in the Office of 
the Solicitor of the USPTO, 
where he manages litigation 
against the USPTO involving 
the AIA and oversees the 
USPTO’s decisions whether to 
intervene in appeals from PTAB 
decisions in both AIA post-
grant proceedings and inter 
partes reexaminations.  Mr. 
Weidenfeller was previously 
an Associate Solicitor in the 
Solicitor’s Office

Robert is a partner on the 
firm’s Patent team and co-chair 
of the Intellectual Property 
Practice Group. He retired from 
the USPTO as Commissioner 
for Patents at the end of 2011 
after a distinguished 34-
year government career. He 
focused on educating the 
public, applicants, corporations 
and foreign governments on 
the criticality of intellectual 
property to economic 
growth and job creation and 
stressed the importance of a 
comprehensive understanding 
of the complex intellectual 
property laws to best use the 
system to protect an invention.

Robert Stoll
Drinker Biddle

Scott Weidenfeller
US Patent and 

Trademark Office
Aurelia Schultz

Copyright Office

Aurelia is Counsel for Policy and 
International Affairs at the U.S. 
Copyright Office.  The Office of 
Policy and International Affairs 
(PIA) assists the Register of 
Copyrights in advising the U.S. 
Congress and Executive Branch 
agencies on domestic and 
international copyright policy 
matters.  PIA also represents 
the Copyright Office in U.S. 
government delegations to 
international organizations, 
including the World Intellectual 
Property Organization 
(WIPO), as well as in bilateral 
meetings and negotiations on 
copyright issues with foreign 
governments.

Jill Pietrini
Sheppard Mullin

Ms. Pietrini is a sought-
after expert source for the 
media, including major print 
publications and national 
broadcast outlets, and has 
testified as an expert witness 
on trademark law in federal 
court. A powerhouse litigator, 
portfolio manager and 
trademark attorney, she would 
appear on any short list of 
the top intellectual property 
lawyers in the state.

Cari Berdut is an Attorney-
Advisor with OPIA’s 
Enforcement Team.  As an 
attorney-advisor, her portfolio 
includes South America and 
Western Europe.  As part of 
her responsibilities, Cari has 
served as a member of the 
U.S. delegations negotiating 
several free trade agreements 
undertaken by the United States 
and has provided intellectual 
property enforcement training 
and technical assistance to 
government officials in Latin 
America, Egypt and South 
Africa, among other countries. 

US Patent and 
Trademark Office

Cari Berdut



”
“The Directors
Latino/a law students often don’t have a good 
support system to help them be successful in the 
legal field. They might be the first in their family 
to get an education, or English is their second 
language, or they don’t know any lawyers, or 
they’ve always had to work. Our IPLI students 
fought hard to get where they are today, and we’re 
committed to help them succeed.

- Catherine Romero, Microsoft



Siobhan DeLoatchRachel Shepherd

Horacio Gutiérrez

Filemon Carrillo
Siobhan is the HNBA 
Administrative Assistant and 
Program Coordinator and is 
an experienced program and 
event planner. She provides 
administrative support services, 
including the cultivation of 
public and member relations, 
bookkeeping duties and 
event registration. She also 
coordinates programs like the 
annual moot court competition 
and the conference and 
convention volunteer program.  

Rachel is the HNBA 
Communications and Web 
Management Assistant 
and has experience with 
project development, 
program management, 
grant writing, and website 
managementfundraising, 
website content management & 
communications. She assists in 
HNBA communication, graphic 
design, and website content 
projects. In addition, she 
provides administrative support 
for programs such as the IPLI, 
Speed Networking, and more.        

The Honorable 
Jimmie V. Reyna

Jimmie V. Reyna is a Circuit 
Judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit. Prior to his 
appointment, Judge Reyna 
practiced international
trade and customs law and 
policy in Washington, D.C for 
over 25 years. Judge Reyna is 
the author of two books and 
numerous articles on trade 
and customs issues, and was 
the founder and Senior Co-
Editor of Hispanic National Bar 
Association Journal of Law and 
Policy. Judge Reyna previously 
served as National President for 
the HNBA.

Horacio Gutiérrez is corporate 
vice president and deputy 
general counsel in charge 
of Microsoft Corporation’s 
Products and Services legal 
group. This includes all of 
Microsoft’s devices, software 
and services groups, as well 
as Microsoft Research, one of 
the largest and most respected 
software research organizations 
in the world. Gutiérrez 
led Microsoft’s worldwide 
Innovation and Intellectual 
Property Group, which included 
managing groups responsible 
for the development and 
maintenance of the company’s 
IP portfolio and regulatory 
compliance.

Filemon Carrillo is a 3L at The 
George Washington University 
Law School and current 
Editor-in-Chief of The Federal 
Circuit Bar Journal. During 
his 3L year, he will serve as a 
Dean’s Fellow teaching legal 
research and writing to first 
year law students. Filemon’s 
interest lie in the intersection 
of intellectual property and 
antitrust.

Robert Maldonado

Cynthia D. Mares

Alba Cruz-Hacker Erika Lopez-Tello

Mick Konowal
Mick is a Senior Attorney 
currently supporting Business 
Development for the Media 
and Entertainment Group at 
Microsoft Corporation.  Mick 
has been with Microsoft since 
2001 and has supported several 
Microsoft product groups over 
his career. Prior to Microsoft, 
Mick was a business and 
finance attorney with the firm 
of Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & 
Ingersoll, LLP in Philadelphia 
where he specialized in 
corporate finance, intellectual 
property and mergers and 
acquisitions.  

Catherine Romero
Catherine is a Senior Attorney 
at Microsoft supporting O365 
and Outlook engineering teams. 
Catherine started her legal 
career as a business, corporate, 
and securities attorney at 
Perkins Coie in Seattle, and 
has since worked at various 
in-house legal departments. 
She is a member of the Latina 
Commission of the Hispanic 
National Bar Association.  Prior 
to her legal career, Catherine 
spent 7 years as a Boeing 
engineer where she worked 
on a number of DOD projects. 
She has two daughters, one is 
a student at the University of 
Washington and one is in high 
school.

Jennifer Trusso
Jennifer is a partner in the 
Intellectual Property practice 
group of Sheppard Mullin 
Richter & Hampton, LLP’s 
Orange County office and a 
member of its Latin American 
team. Her practice focuses on 
intellectual property litigation.
She has extensive experience 
in patent infringement 
litigation, including 
cases involving medical 
devices, pharmaceuticals 
(“Hatch-Waxman” cases), 
nutraceuticals, computer 
hardware and software, 
electrical and mechanical 
technologies, and 
semiconductor manufacturing 
equipment.

Robert T. Maldonado is the 
President-Elect of the Hispanic 
National Bar Association, and 
is an equity partner of Cooper 
& Dunham LLP, an intellectual 
property boutique firm in New 
York City that was founded in 
1887.  Robert specializes in 
intellectual property litigation, 
including patent, trademark, 
copyright, false advertising and 
unfair competition matters in 
federal court. He has spoken 
on a number of panels on a 
wide variety of topics such as 
trademark counterfeiting and 
the challenges and rewards of 
being a diverse lawyer.

Cynthia is the National 
President of the Hispanic 
National Bar Association.  
During her term, she instituted 
a National Lawyer Referral 
Service for HNBA members, 
and she launched “Law School 
Si Se Puede” nationally.  This 
pipeline program originated in 
her home state of Colorado to 
help Latino/a college students 
prepare to get into law school.  
Cynthia also implemented 
a corporate board training 
program for seasoned HNBA 
members that emphasizes 
cybersecurity in an effort to 
increase national corporate 
board diversity.

Alba is COO & Executive 
Director of the HNBA and has 
over 15 years of experience 
in operations, government 
relations, and business 
management. She is charged 
with conducting and overseeing 
all aspects of daily operations, 
including the management of 
the staff, programs, events 
and initiatives, as well as the 
cultivation of external and 
internal relations. She monitors 
the HNBA’s financial operations 
and works closely with the 
HNBA Executive Committee 
and Board of Governors on 
all programs and executive-
level decisions regarding the 
organization.

Erika is the HNBA Director 
of Operations and is an 
experienced marketing and 
communications strategist.
Her responsibilities include 
developing, fostering and 
executing ideas for growth; 
directing logistics, registration, 
exhibits, marketing and 
evaluation/research for 
meetings and events; directing 
and cultivating relationships 
with key industry partners; 
and collaborating with 
many internal and external 
stakeholders to execute 
meetings and events.The Honorable 

Peter M. Reyes, JR.

The Honorable Peter M. Reyes, 
Jr. is a judge on the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals.  He was 
appointed by Governor Mark 
Dayton on March 5, 2014. Judge 
Reyes is an active member 
of a number of local, state 
and national bar associations 
and organizations.  He served 
as national president for 
the Hispanic National Bar 
Association (HNBA) and on the 
Board of Trustees for William 
Mitchell College of Law. Prior 
to his appointment, Judge 
Reyes was a partner at Barnes 
& Thornburg LLP and was also 
a Senior IP Lawyer at Cargill, 
Incorporated for 12 years.

Simon Ruan

Simon is a Senior Attorney 
at Microsoft supporting the 
Microsoft Business Solutions 
Division (MBS).In addition, 
Mr. Ruan worked for Microsoft 
in the field (Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL) providing legal counseling 
on out-bound licensing for 
sales teams in the Latin 
American region and worked 
as a Corporate Affairs Manager 
responsible for addressing 
OSS-biased legislation 
and promoting technology 
neutrality in Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru and Venezuela. 

Miguel is a national leader, 
trusted advisor, strategist, and 
a connector based in DC and 
the New York City metro area.
He is a homegrown litigation 
partner at Lowenstein Sandler 
with more than 15 years 
of experience. He works to 
enhance and protect some of 
the world’s most iconic brands 
by advising companies on 
trademark and employment 
law issues and representing 
clients in business litigation. 
His strategic approach also 
helps his luxury brand clients 
expand their businesses within 
a market or extend to new 
markets.

Miguel Alexander 
Pozo

Monica Romero 
Wright

Monica is the current design 
intern for the IPLI program 
and a student at University of 
Washington. She is a double-
major in Anthropology—
focusing on undocumented 
Latino youth communities in 
major US cities— and Spanish 
Language and Culture. She 
hopes to attend law school 
after her graduation, and 
practice either immigration 
or constituational law, and-
- fingers crossed-- hopes to 
become a judge in the state of 
Washington.


