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  9:00 am – 5:00 pm HNBA/NACD Corporate Board Training              

  9:00 am – 5:00 pm HNBA Latina Leadership Academy – Presented by the HNBA Latina Commission – Sponsored by Walmart 

 

   5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  HNBA Corporate Board Training and Latina Leadership Academy Reception  

  

 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm            HNBA Annual Convention Welcome Reception           

 

 
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Fitness Class with the HNBA National President: Get Your Day Off to a Great Start! 

  Led by Sebastian Morel-Ferreira, Personal Fitness Trainer 

 

 8:00 am – 5:00 pm HNBA Registration                 
             

 8:00 am – 9:00 am Friends of Bill meeting                

        

 8:30 am – 9:30 am Networking Breakfast                 

  

 9:30 am – 10:45 am OPENING PLENARY SESSION:  The Roadmap to Executive Appointments in a New Administration 

 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm  HNBA Exhibitor Showcase                

             

 11:00 am – 12:15 pm  CLE Sessions 

Public Policy & Government Track 
Panel #1                                   

Intellectual Property & Litigation Track 

Panel #1                                   

 

In House Counsel/Corporate Track  

Panel #1                                

Professional Development 

Track Panel # 1  

                             

The Cannabis Industry: Recent Trends in 

Policy & Business, & The Implications of 

Cannabis Legalization Around the Country 

 

Arcview Market Research estimates that 

the cannabis industry will grow from $5.7 

billion nationally in 2015 to over $20 billion 

by 2020. The panel will discuss the 

cannabis industry and how the growth  

Coming Soon: A Federal Right to Trade 

Secret Protection  

 

Trade secret protection, long a relic of 

varying state law levels of protection 

soon will enjoy protection at the federal 

level. The Defend Trade Secrets Act has 

recently received the approval of both 

houses of Congress and President  

ME, Inc.—The Ins and Outs of Developing 

your Brand & Owning Your Career 

 

The panel will focus on what it takes to 

create success on your own terms. Sharing 

valuable insights and resources, and 

providing participants with the resources to 

develop a clear map of their own career 

success destinations.  In addition, panelists  

When Interests Diverge: Resolving Ethical 

Dilemmas in Corporate Restructuring 

Representation 

 

Ethical dilemmas may arise in a corporate 

restructuring situation when the interests of 

an attorney's individual client diverge from 

those of the attorney's constituency under 

the Bankruptcy Code.  Panelists will discuss  

 
Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
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trends towards legalization are affecting 

the country.  Specifically, the panel will  

address: (1) how should policymakers 

address this trend, (2) whether minorities, 

communities that were disproportionately 

affected by the "War on Drugs," are being 

left out of the industry, (3) what is the value 

for medical cannabis research, and how 

will it impact private sector markets and 

government policies, and (4) can lawyers 

ethically represent cannabis business 

clients in states where cannabis 

consumption is legal even if it remains 

illegal under federal law?  

Obama has indicated he will sign it into 

law. The new federal US statute provides 

some solace to companies whose 

intellectual property no longer qualifies for 

patent protection post-Alice v. CLS Bank. 

The panel will review the new federal 

statute and explain how it will likely interact 

with existing state law protections. 

will provide insight to develop your 

individual brand. 

 

 

 issues such as attorney relationships with 

individual insiders of a corporation.  Yet the 

attorney owes a fiduciary duty to its true 

client and the debtor corporation. 

 

 

 

 

 12:15 pm – 12:45 pm  Lunch & Presentation of Distinguished Ohtli Award                                   
      

 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm PLENARY SESSION:  The 2016 Presidential Election: How the Media Shaped the National Debate 

   
 2:00 pm – 2:15 pm  Networking Break & Exhibit Hall Visits              

  

 2:15 pm – 3:30 pm  CLE Sessions 

Public Policy & Government Track 
Panel # 2                                   

Intellectual Property & Litigation Track 

Panel # 2                                   

 

In House Counsel/Corporate Track  

Panel # 2                                

Professional Development 

Track Panel # 2  

                             

Protecting Latino Voting Rights in 2016: 

Getting and Staying on the Rolls 

 

The potential political power of the Latino 

community in the 2016 presidential 

election is tremendous. There are 27.3 

million Latino citizens over 18, comprising 

nearly 12 percent of eligible voters. There 

has been a “surge” in naturalization and 

voter registration applications among 

Latinos in response to anti-Latino rhetoric 

on the campaign trail. Yet, these new 

voters may be faced with restrictions on 

their ability to register and vote, while 

others already on the rolls may face 

“purging” or other barriers to staying 

Use of Lean Technology and Innovations in 

Wage and Hour Class and Collective Action 

Litigation 

 

The panel will discuss the crucial role of 

lean technology, including interactive 

budgets, process maps, and discovery 

tools, that are dramatically altering the 

wage and hour class and collective action 

litigation landscape. Corporate clients 

expect technologically savvy outside 

counsel that are able to incorporate 

innovation and technology into their 

practice to achieve results. The panel will 

discuss their experience with these 

developments and will provide advice on 

Anti-Corruption Developments in Latin 

America & Beyond: Managing the 

Mounting Compliance Concerns in Latin 

America 

 

Panelists will discuss recent anti-corruption 

developments in Latin America and their 

impact on doing business in the region and 

beyond. Discussion of the enforcement 

actions and cases including Petrobras/ 

Eletrobras, the Panama Papers, and FCPA, 

among others. The panel will also discuss 

the impact of cross-border collaboration 

between regional government 

enforcement agencies as well as new 

technologies and techniques that are 

Don't Say That! Defending High Profile Cases 

and Managing the Media 

  

Managing the media in high profile cases 

can have an impact on the outcome of 

the case.  Panelists will discuss issues 

including ethical responsibilities, managing 

gag orders, controlling emotions, and 

effectively communicating with reporters.  

In addition, panelists will discuss the role of 

lawyers in the media as legal analysts and 

as legal consultants for show business.  
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on the rolls and having their votes counted. 

This panel is part of a series by HNBA’s 

influential Voting Rights Law Section, and it 

will focus on protection of the rights to 

voter registration and participation at this 

critical moment in history. 

 

best practices. 

 

being used by regulators to target 

corruption.  

 

 

 

 

  

 2:45 pm – 3:45pm  HNBA Law Student Speed Mentoring Program 

 

 3:30 pm – 3:45 pm  Networking Break & Exhibit Hall Visits              

  

 3:45 pm – 5:00 pm  CLE Sessions 

Public Policy & Government Track 
Panel # 3                                  

Intellectual Property & Litigation Track 

Panel # 3                                   

 

In House Counsel/Corporate Track  

Panel # 3                                

Professional Development 

Track Panel # 3  

                             

Hot Topics in International Trade Law: 

From Sanctions to Export Controls and 

More  

 

Recent developments in international 

trade are impacting with whom and how 

you do business.  The panel will provide an 

overview of "hot topics" in key areas 

affecting international trade. Gain an 

overview of (i) export controls and recent 

guidance on exporting encrypted 

technology, (ii) recent developments in 

economic sanctions, including the latest 

on Cuba, and (iii) how customs 

regulations are affecting international 

businesses.  Panelists will also discuss and 

provide advice on best practices in this 

area. 

The Red Flags Indicating You Have 

Retained a Bad Expert  

 

Technical experts are objective by 

training.  On the other hand, lawyers are 

rewarded for subjectivity.  When dealing 

with technical facts (which may be open 

to interpretation), the attorney's job is to 

find all interpretations favorable to his or 

her client. Conversely, the expert should 

explain, not persuade.  Drawing on the 

panelists' experience, discussions will be 

centered around this unique interaction 

between lawyers and technical experts. 

The emphasis will be in learning from 

mistakes made by attorneys and experts.  

 

Keys to Successful Crisis Management: 

Leading Your Organization Through Crisis 

With the Use of Rapid Response 

Leadership Principles and Technology.  

 

The panel will discuss keys to successful 

crisis management. Panelists will discuss 

real world examples and proven 

principles to successful crisis 

management including the type of 

technology that is critical to preparing for, 

dealing with and communicating during 

a potential crisis.  Panelist will also discuss 

leadership techniques and guiding 

principles around building a rapid 

response team and organizational 

discipline.  In house counsel and well as 

law firm counsel will benefit from the 

insights of the panelists.  

The Importance of Culture in Conflict 

Resolution: Scenarios in International 

and Domestic Arbitration and 

Mediation 

 

Culture has a multitude of meanings when 

considering the broad spectrum of 

conflict resolution. With millions of dollars 

often at stake in arbitrations and 

mediations, understanding the local 

culture can play an imperative role. Still, 

culture cannot be narrowly defined as 

nationality. Domestic and international 

communities exhibit their own culture that 

must be acknowledged when resolving 

disputes. Further still, every organization 

operates with a unique set of cultural 

practices for which understanding and 

sensitivity must be demonstrated when 

resolving disputes within. As methods of 

transportation and communication 

continue to improve putting us in more 

frequent contact with those of differing 

cultural orientations, and as our 

interdependence with one another living 
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   together in a global community becomes 

more profound, it is critical we understand 

and manage our relationships with 

increased cultural sensitivity.  

 
 

 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm  HNBA Judicial Council Reception (Invitation Only)              

               
 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  HNBA LGBT Division Reception          

  

 7:00 pm – 9:30 pm  HNBA 2016 National Awards Reception, Chicago Cultural Club 
      
 

 
 7:30 am – 8:15 am Fitness Class with the HNBA National President: Get Your Day Off to a Great Start! 

  Led by Sebastian Morel-Ferreira, Personal Fitness Trainer 

 

 8:00 am – 5:00 pm HNBA Registration                 
              

 8:00 am – 9:00 am Friends of Bill meeting                

           

 8:30 am – 9:30 am Networking Breakfast                 
          

 9:00 am – 5:00pm  HNBA Career Fair  

    

   9:30 am – 10:45 am PLENARY SESSION:  Implicit Bias: Impact on Decision-Making in Leadership 

 

 10:00 am – 4:00 pm  HNBA Exhibitor Showcase              

 

 11:00 am – 12:15 pm   CLE Sessions  

Public Policy & Government Track 

Panel #4                                 

Intellectual Property & Litigation Track 

Panel #4                                 

 In House Counsel/Corporate Track  

Panel # 4                              

Professional Development Track 

Panel # 4                                            

Federalism and Environmental Regulations 

(or Who's in Charge?): A Discussion in the 

Wake of the Flint Water Issues 

 

 From public water to landfills, many of the 

critical public services that protect public 

health and the environment are under 

 

Alice May I?: Navigating Through The 

Challenges Created By Alice v. CLS Bank 

 

 The Supreme Court’s decision in Alice v. 

CLS Bank has changed the IP landscape, 

creating challenges for companies to 

obtain and enforce their patent rights.  

 

Maximizing the Value of Your Legal 

Department’s Initiatives: What Really 

Works (and How to Make Sure It Does)  

 

There are a lot of solutions that purport to 

streamline legal department functions, 

improve efficiency, allocate resources, and 

Compliance Officers in a New Era: 

Navigating Increased Risk, Enforcement 

and Personal Liability  

 

The increasing number of enforcement 

actions and multi-billion dollar fines levied by 

regulators, coupled with the issuance of 

 

Friday, September 9, 2016 
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 12:15 pm – 12:45 pm  Networking Lunch  

                        

 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm  HNBA LATINA COMMISSION PLENARY 

  

 2:00 pm – 2:15 pm  Networking Break & Exhibit Hall Visits              

         

 2:15 pm – 3:30 pm CLE Sessions 
 

Public Policy & Government Track 

Panel # 5                                                            

 

Intellectual Property & Litigation Track 

Panel # 5                                   

 In House Counsel/Corporate Track 

Panel # 5                                

Professional Development Track 

Panel # 5                                                       

Hack the iPhone!  Balancing the Interests 

of Privacy and Law Enforcement 

 

As technology develops, issues related to 

privacy are arising in new ways.  Apple and 

the FBI were recently involved in a very 

public tug of war involving law 

enforcement's desire to access an iPhone. 

Where does the need for law enforcement 

access end?  How can privacy be 

protected with such law enforcement 

demands?  Panel of experts will discuss the 

delicate balance that must be    

Beware of Spoliation:  Civil and Criminal 

Penalties for Destroying Stale Information 

 

Try as one may, no one has developed a 

bright line state or federal rule of law on 

spoliation of tangible and electronic 

evidence by named and non-named 

parties. In an effort to create some 

uniformity, the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure (“FRCP”), particularly the recent 

amendment to FRCP Rule 37(c)(1), 

enumerate a myriad of possible sanctions 

that courts may issue to address the failure   

Best Friends? Exploring the Relationship 

Between Outside Counsel and In-house 

Counsel 

 

 Dynamics of the relationship between in-

house counsel and outside counsel are 

crucial to success. Panelists will offer their 

experience and perspective on the qualities 

desired from their in-house/outside counsel. 

Furthermore, panel members will provide 

insight on how to add value to the 

relationship and build trust. 

 

Demographic Destiny: How Effective 

Diversity and Inclusion Programs Are 

Essential to Corporate Success 

 

The panel of senior legal executives will 

discuss how America’s changing 

demographics, as well as Federal laws and 

regulations, contribute to making effective 

diversity and inclusion (“D&I”) essential to 

corporate success.  Issues that will be 

discussed include how D&I impacts 

employees, customers, investors, and other 

stakeholders; creation of competitive 

shared federal, state, and sometimes local 

government control, often without 

opportunity for citizen participation. Using the 

Flint, Michigan drinking water issues as a 

springboard for discussion, panelists will 

discuss the federalism aspect of many of our 

major environmental laws, and the 

patchwork of delegations through which 

responsibilities are shared.  The panel of 

environmental counsel from the private and 

public sectors will discuss good governance 

and the state-federal relationship in the 

environmental arena—a   topic useful to 

those who represent private, non-profit, and 

public clients in any arena where state and 

federal governments share regulatory 

authorities.  

 

 

What are these challenges? How are these 

challenges affecting innovation and the 

ability to compete in the marketplace, 

particularly in the areas of software and 

biotechnology? Panelists will discuss 

answers to these questions, including an 

overview of the recent case law that 

addresses Alice, as well as the USPTO’s 

guidelines in response to Alice.  Panelists 

will also provide in-house and outside 

counsel perspectives on how to navigate 

through the case law and USPTO 

guidelines to secure patents and 

successfully compete in the marketplace.  

 

control costs. Naming them is the easy 

part. The more difficult task for in-house 

counsel is determining which ones actually 

work and, more importantly, how to 

implement them so they accomplish their 

goals. Finally, counsel also need to 

understand the non-cost ramifications of 

cost-related decisions and how to properly 

assess and weigh risk in making them.  In 

this panel, in-house counsel, outside 

counsel and legal service providers will 

pinpoint actionable concepts that will 

enable effective decision-making in this 

crucial area. 

 

the Yates Memo by the U.S. Department of 

Justice, has instituted a storm of 

unprecedented risk, a wave of uncertainty 

and a ripple of personal liability for 

Compliance Officers to navigate. This 

panel will empower Compliance Officers 

and counsel by highlighting their increased 

responsibility, outlining key compliance 

considerations and discussing best 

practices. The panelists will share real life 

examples, lessons learned and practical 

tools, including new technology to 

manage Compliance Programs 

effectively. 
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achieved and the latitude provided by 

current laws and regulations. 

 

 

 

to disclose discoverable information. 

However, the FRCP offers little, if any, 

guidance on how to treat spoliation by non-

named parties who are not required to 

cooperate in discovery unless they are 

subject to a subpoena.  This panel will 

provide a preview of how courts in the five 

most populous states (California, Florida, 

Illinois, New York, and Texas) and under 

federal law are tackling the issue of 

spoliation by way of various hypothetical 

scenarios. 

 advantages and reduction of legal risks; and 

compliance with new statutes. Panelists will 

also discuss the importance of empowering 

leaders to enhance corporate D&I and 

outreach to diverse communities.  

 

  

 3:30 pm – 3:45 pm Networking Break & Exhibit Hall Visits             

  

 3:45 pm – 5:00 pm CLE Sessions 

Public Policy & Government Track 

Panel # 6                       

Intellectual Property & Litigation Track 

Panel # 6   

 In House Counsel/Corporate Track 

Panel # 6  

Professional Development Track 

Panel # 6  

Avoid Another Ferguson.  Time to 

decriminalize minor traffic violations? 

 

When minor traffic violations are defined as 

criminal offenses, police have arguably too-

wide discretion ranging from doing nothing 

to issuing a mere warning, issuing a citation 

with a court date and conducting a full-

fledged arrest followed by jailing and 

demanding cash bail as a condition to 

release from custody.  This criminalization 

received substantial coverage during the 

Ferguson events and with the Sandra Bland 

case in Texas because it is subject to 

uncontrollable abuse where a white 

motorist may receive at most a mere 

warning, and a black motorist may be 

arrested and taken into custody.  The 

panelists will discuss how states are dealing 

with this issue and what is being done in the 

30 States that have not decriminalized 

minor traffic violations. 

Which Bathroom?  Legal Challenges to 

Transgender Rights in North Carolina and 

the Rest of the U.S.  

 

Over the past year, various states, including 

North Carolina, and municipalities have 

passed legislation limiting the rights of 

transgender individuals.  This panel of 

experts will discuss the impact of that 

legislation and efforts being taken to 

challenge those efforts.  Panelists will also 

discuss recent Supreme Court decisions and 

how that will affect the legislation.   

 

Worth the Read? Contract Damages, 

Indemnity Provisions and Other Boilerplate 

Language Exposure  

  

Indemnity and other “boilerplate” 

provisions can have important 

ramifications on the rights and obligations 

of the parties. Panelists will focus on 

understanding contract damages 

generally, indemnity provisions, and the 

related “boilerplate” provisions that are 

necessary to ensure indemnification 

provisions are enforced as intended. 

The Gavel Gap:  Racial and Gender 

Composition of State Courts  

 

In the summer of 2016, the American 

Constitution Society released a one-of-a-kind 

dataset on the state judiciary, making 

available to scholars, policymakers and the 

public for the first time data on the 

biographical characteristics (including age, 

race and gender) of the judges on every 

general jurisdiction court in the United States. 

This panel, which includes one of the lead 

researchers for the study, will provide a 

special overview of the data, and explore 

what reforms can be made to achieve a 

more diverse and effective judiciary. Are 

certain states doing a better job of selecting 

a judiciary that reflects the demographics of 

their residents than others? If so what can we 

learn from these states? The panel will also 

consider the implications for the justice system 

of courts that do not reflect the diversity of the 

communities they serve. 
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2:30 pm – 4:30 pm  HNBA Legal Education Fund (LEF) Board Meeting           

 

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm HNBA Legal Education Fund (LEF) Fundraising Reception          

 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm Pre-Gala Reception               

7:30 pm – 12:00 am  Gala Dinner  

         

  

              

8:00 am – 9:00 am  Friends of Bill meeting  

 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Voter Registration Drive (offsite)             

 

9:00 pm – 1:30 pm  HNBA Youth Symposium (offsite)  

 

10:30 am – 5:30 pm  HNBA Board of Governors Meeting            

  

10:30 am – 3:00 pm  HNBA Committee, Commission, Division, Section, and Taskforce Meetings            

 

 

 
Saturday, September 10, 2016 



  

 


