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Katten Muchin, Cotchett Attys Among 34 New 
Calif. Judges
By Dave Simpson

Law360, New York (November 3, 2017, 8:44 PM EDT) -- California Gov. Jerry Brown 
appointed 34 new judges to county courts across the state on Thursday, including a 
partner at Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP, a principal from Cotchett Pitre & McCarthy LLP, 
and counsel from Troutman Sanders LLP.

Nancy Fineman, a principal at Cotchett Pitre — where she’s been since 1996 — was 
appointed in San Mateo County. At Cotchett Pitre, she focused on complex business 
litigation, employment litigation, securities cases, antitrust, and intellectual property, 
according to the firm’s website.

“She and partner, Joseph W. Cotchett, were the first lawyers to interview Bernie Madoff in 
prison,” the firm’s website says, describing her extensive experience representing victims 
of financial fraud.

In 2014, Fineman was one of the attorneys representing a group of California 
municipalities in a $1.15 billion win against companies like Sherwin-Williams Co., NL 
Industries Inc. and ConAgra Grocery Products Co. in a suit that sought to hold numerous 
gasoline, paint and chemical companies responsible for the “massive public health crisis” 
caused by lead in California homes and public buildings.

Recently, Fineman successfully represented a class that claimed that Lumber Liquidators 
wood contained levels of formaldehyde beyond the standard allowed, pulling in a $36 
million settlement, which was split with another class.

“I am thrilled and humbled, and looking forward to this new chapter of my career,” she 
said in an email to Law360.

Steve Cochran, who’s been a partner at Katten Muchin since 1991, was one of 10 judges 
appointed in Los Angeles County, according to Brown’s announcement. Cochran’s wide-
ranging experience includes representing clients in cases involving claims for theft of ideas 
or other intellectual property, defamation, wrongful termination, sexual harassment, 
breach of fiduciary duty, fraud, and breach of contract, according to Katten Muchin’s 
website.

"Steve has touched so many of us personally and professionally that it is incredibly hard to 
see him go," Zia Modabber, managing partner of Katten Muchin’s Los Angeles office, told 
Law360 in an email. "But there is no doubt that our loss is the bench’s gain. All of us at 
Katten could not be prouder.”

Cochran worked at Wyman Bautzer Kuchel & Silbert prior to heading to Katten Muchin. 
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Before that he was a federal public defender in the state.

Andre De La Cruz is coming to his Orange County judgeship from Troutman Sanders, 
where he has been counsel since last year.

A patent attorney, he primarily focuses on intellectual property litigation, patent and 
trademark prosecution, counseling, and licensing, the firm’s website says.

De La Cruz recently represented candy company Sugarfina Inc. in an infringement suit 
against competitor Sweet Pete’s LLC, which it claims has tried to capitalize on its success 
by copying its innovative packaging and products, confusing consumers in the process. 
That case is still pending in California federal court.

De La Cruz was a senior associate at Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP from 2013 to 
2016, and at Dickstein Shapiro LLP from 2012 to 2013.

“I am incredibly honored that Governor Brown has appointed me to this position and look 
forward to serving the public in my new role,” he told Law360 in an email.

Victor G. Viramontes, who was appointed to the bench in Los Angeles County, has been 
national senior counsel at the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund since 
2010.

MALDEF President Thomas A. Saenz said in a release that Viramontes will make an 
“extraordinary” trial judge.

“Over many years, Victor has very well served MALDEF and its mission to promote the civil 
rights of all Latinos living in the United States, and he will be greatly missed,” said Saenz. 
“MALDEF’s loss will be California’s gain as Victor will prove to be a fair and humane judge 
who will gain the respect of all who appear before him.”

The other judges on Brown’s list of appointees include a wide array of experienced 
lawyers, from assistant U.S. attorneys to court commissioners to public defenders to sole 
practitioners, according to the governor’s office. The new judges are filling roles left open 
when judges retired or were promoted to the California state appeals court, according to 
the governor.

--Additional reporting by Kat Greene and Shayna Posses. Editing by Adam LoBelia. 
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