
HNBA Familia,  

Vision In Action. It is our theme for this year, and during the first three months of my HNBA Presidency, I 

have been inspired every day by those in our community who are living embodiments of this ideal: Region 

III President Carlos Bollar, who, along with affiliate HBA-NJ and the NJ Hispanic Bar Foundation, raised 

over $20,000.00 for Puerto Rico in one event; Jose Calderon (CEO, Hispanic Federation) and Lin-Manuel 

Miranda (visionary composer/playwright/activist), whose Unidos for Puerto Rico has raised over $10 

Million for Puerto Rico Disaster Relief; Carimar Andujar, the incredible engineering student, HNBA 

mentee, and DREAMer whose immigration story brought tears to the eyes of a room full of hardened 

attorneys at Cleary Gottlieb’s Hispanic Heritage Month event; Maria De La Cruz Perales Sanchez, the 

courageous Princeton University student who, along with Microsoft (shoutout to Jack Chen!) and 

Princeton’s Board of Trustees, filed a declaratory judgement action against the U.S. government to 

prevent it from rescinding DACA.   

I have also had the benefit of direct mentoring from legal visionaries like HP, Inc.’s General Counsel Kim 

Rivera, who sat with me to share her vision of how to move the needle on diversity in the legal profession 

and graciously agreed to serve as the Honorary Chair of our 2018 Corporate Counsel Conference; 

Princeton University General Counsel Ramona Romero, who has offered me wise counsel and has 

demonstrated amazing leadership with her involvement in various DACA challenges that have been filed 

around the country; and Prudential CLO John Rosero, who is helping the HNBA develop a program that is 

designed to ensure that our members achieve full financial literacy and can build generational wealth to 

pass onto our kids.  Each of these Latino leaders has backed up their talk with action, and I cannot express 

how grateful I am to Ms. Rivera, Ms. Romero, and Mr. Rosero for taking the time to share their ideas and 

offer support to the HNBA and my Presidency.  

Last but not least, I am constantly inspired by my amazing National Office Team, Executive Committee, 

and Board of Governors. I am so proud of each one of them, whose work ensures that we can achieve our 

goals of advancing Latino attorneys in meaningful, measurable ways; standing up for our communities as 

vocal advocates, thought leaders, and legal services providers; and taking the HNBA’s infrastructure and 

processes to the next level with technology and process innovation.  

At the beginning of my term, we laid out a plan for achieving these goals, and much of the work we have 

done in the first quarter was foundational, by design. In addition to the specific tasks and goals that each 

of the Executive Committee members were given (outlined in my Welcome Message), fundraising, and 

conference/convention and event planning-- all of which are well under way-- our Executive Director, 

along with our entire Executive Committee have conducted top-to-bottom programs and processes 

analysis of “how we do things,” why we do them that way, and whether there is a better way of doing 

them, particularly by using technology; revamped the operational structure of the National Office; 

conducted a thorough review of our Bylaws and governance mechanisms to ensure that they comport 

with non-profit “best practices” and the reality of the way that the HNBA operates; and started the 

process of creating an HNBA Endowment! We have also traveled the country, spreading the word about 

the HNBA and our important programs, meeting with our sponsors and local members to hear their ideas 

and feedback, and benchmarking and collaborating with our amazing sister-affinity bars and the ABA on 

matters of common interest. Please look out for our special Board report of those activities in next 

month’s E-Noticias.  

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/NJ-Undocumented-Rutgers-Student-Carimer-Andujar-Dreamer-DACA-Visit-ICE-Newark-421793893.html
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2017/11/03/princeton-student-and-microsoft-file-federal-lawsuit-preserve-daca
http://hnba.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/EVM.pdf


Despite our great efforts this year, make no mistake--Latinos are still the most demographically 

underrepresented minority group in the legal profession, and there are many in our community that are 

under attack, or are simply being forgotten. We have no room for complacency. I will continue to do my 

part by speaking to the media and traveling the country to raise awareness about these issues, but one 

voice is not enough.   

So, in addition to joining in one of our volunteer activities (see "How You Can Help"), or contributing to 

our 501(c)(3), the HNBA Legal Education Fund, please join us on February 27-28, 2018 in Washington D.C. 

for the HNBA’s 2018 Legislative Advocacy activities. We have moved this program from its normal date in 

May because of the Administration’s March 5, 2018 DACA legislation deadline. Help us express our 

support for clean DACA legislation; for funding for lawyers to represent unaccompanied minor children 

refugees; for Puerto Rico disaster relief and economic recovery assistance; for the timely confirmation of 

diverse federal judges and opposition to attempts to weaponize the federal judiciary by choosing 

candidates based on political ideology rather than objective qualifications; and for comprehensive 

criminal justice reform aimed at abolishing systemic biases that negatively and disparately impact 

minority communities. A copy of our 2018 Legislative Advocacy Priorities can be found here.  

Last but not least, we hope to see you at our Corporate Counsel Conference, March 15-17, 2018 in San 

Francisco, CA (Early Bird registration deadline ends soon on 12/22!!), at our Annual Convention, 

September 5-7 in Philadelphia, PA, or at one or more of our Regional events in between!  

As you can see, there is much to be thankful for this year, but still much left to do. As we head into 2018, 

I wish you each a blessed and happy holiday and I look forward to seeing you at an HNBA event in the 

near future!! 

 

Con mucho respeto,  

 
 

Erica V. Mason 

HNBA National President 

  

 

http://hnba.com/hnba-presente-how-you-can-help/
http://hnba.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/HNBA-Resolutions-December-BOG-2018-C1.pdf
http://hnba.com/2018-corporate-counsel-conference/registration/
http://hnba.com/2018-annual-convention/

