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“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; 

only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies violence, and toughness 

multiplies toughness in a descending spiral of destruction...The chain reaction of evil… 

must be broken, or we shall be plunged into the dark abyss of annihilation.”  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. “Strength to Love” speech, 1963.  

 

THE HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION’S STATEMENT HONORING THE LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR. AND CONTEMPLATING A PATH FORWARD 

Erica V. Mason, National President 

Growing up in Atlanta, Georgia, Dr. King’s legacy, and his messages of tolerance, non-violence, the dignity 

of all human beings, and love for the disenfranchised-- African-Americans, women, children, the poor, and 

even those with whom we waged war in Vietnam-- loomed large in my young life. Dr. King believed in the 

best that America could be, and yet, while I do not know the inner workings of his mind, I am certain that 

there were times that he felt discouraged, and must have worried that things were not progressing fast 

enough, or were even moving backwards, as many of us feel today. I offer this statement in the 50th year 

after Dr. King’s horrific assassination, in remembrance of his wise teachings, to celebrate a great life lived, 

and to honor his even greater sacrifice.  

Exactly one year before his assassination, Dr. King gave one of his most powerful, and at the time his most 

controversial, speeches, “Beyond Vietnam.”  If you’ve never read it, I encourage you to do so, for Dr. King’s 

words are as prophetic today as they were 51 years ago. Therein, Dr. King issued a scathing indictment of 

those who would stay silent in the face of immorality (”a time comes when silence is betrayal.”), criticized 

those who put nationalism before humanity (“beyond the calling of race or nation or creed is this vocation 

of sonship and brotherhood… for no document from human hands can make these humans any less our 

brothers”), and delivered a chilling message about the future of a nation that places property rights over 

people, values militarism over peaceful conflict resolution, or pursues policies motivated by racism or 

hate, rather than policies rooted equality and love: 

“..[W]e as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapidly begin the 

shift from a thing-oriented society to a person-oriented society. When machines and 

computers, profit motives and property rights, are considered more important than people, 

the giant triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism are incapable of being 

conquered.” 

“Because I believe that the Father is deeply concerned, especially for His suffering, [] 

helpless, and outcast children… I believe [it] to be the privilege and the burden of all of us… 

to speak for the weak, for the voiceless, for the victims of our nation, for those it calls 

‘enemy’...” 

 “This call for []fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond one’s tribe, race, class, and 

nation is in reality a call for an all-embracing and unconditional love for all mankind… When 
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I speak of love I am not speaking of some sentimental and weak response... I am speaking 

of that force which all of the great religions have seen as the supreme unifying principle of 

life. Love is somehow the key that unlocks the door which leads to ultimate reality. This 

Hindu-Muslim-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist belief about ultimate reality… Let us hope that 

this spirit will become the order of the day. We can no longer afford to worship the god of 

hate or bow before the altar of retaliation… History is cluttered with the wreckage of 

nations and individuals that pursued this self-defeating path of hate.” 

I know that many are angered and confused by the seemingly contradictory positions that many in our 

national leadership have taken over the past year—  

• Is “all life” precious, or just American lives?  

• Do all American lives “matter,” or just Americans living on the mainland?  

• Are immigrants “stealing all of our jobs,” or are immigrants bankrupting our government and 

overly taxing our welfare system?  

• Should women be treated equally, or is it okay for a man to touch a woman wherever/whenever 

he wants, or to pay a woman significantly less for the same work as a man?  

• Are we supposed to venerate the great sacrifices of all of our armed service members, or is it 

acceptable to insult the parents of the fallen whose politics are different from theirs, or scorn 

transgendered individuals who have served or seek to serve?  

• Why do those who love our great country and the freedoms it affords, simultaneously disparage 

those who seek to exercise their rights to assembly and free speech, whether in the form of large-

scale peaceful protests, or a single person’s silent protest, on one knee, head bowed?  

• How can one denounce those who kneel during our National Anthem as “unpatriotic,” but not 

denounce as unpatriotic those who march whilst waving/wearing the Confederate flag (the flag 

of secessionists, who sought to rip apart our country and whose army killed over half a million 

Americans), or whilst pledging allegiance to the Nazis (another nation’s (former) political party 

whose war also claimed the lives of nearly half a million Americans and who killed millions of 

Jewish men, women, and children and other “non-Aryans”)?  

• Why has the debate about “border security” focused almost exclusively on the need to keep out 

good people coming here to seek better lives for their families, rather than the need to keep out 

evil men engaged in human trafficking, drug smuggling, or terrorist plots against our citizenry?  

• Why do those who claim to want to bring back “American exceptionalism” shun the very thing 

that made our nation great in the first place— immigrants from all over the world (many from 

countries which some would characterize as “sh*tholes”), who built this country into arguably the 

greatest and most powerful democracy that has ever existed?  

• And how can those who claim to be adherents to the Bible casually threaten or promote war, or 

blatantly exhibit hatred towards, and consistently denigrate, immigrants, minorities, the sick, the 

poor, women, and children, despite dozens of passages in both the Old and New Testament that 

admonish Jesus followers to do exactly the opposite? 

 

As the President of a national organization and an attorney who is sworn to uphold our Constitution and 

defend the rule of law, I must critically examine what is happening in our government and the public 
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sphere, and determine whether and how best to respond on behalf of those I represent. And on much of 

the above, you may have noticed, you have not heard me speak.  

It has been difficult to avoid the temptation to stoop to their level and respond. But I recognize that the 

people who engage in anti-minority, anti-women, anti-LGBTQ, or anti-immigrant rhetoric want nothing 

more than for us to “take the bait.” Because no matter how justified our outrage may be, it will always be 

used as an excuse to further demean or exclude us, to claim that we don’t know how to behave, to 

disinvite us to the party or divest us of our seat at the table, or to otherwise characterize us as undesirable 

or unworthy of assistance. Matthew 7:6 rightly warns us “not to cast our pearls before swine,” for it is 

difficult for us to maintain our moral high ground while rolling around in the mud with them. Nonetheless, 

for the record, I will say this-- while reasonable minds can differ on the best direction for this country, or 

whether or not a proposed policy or law violates our Constitution or is antithetical to our American values, 

in 2018, nearly 50 years after Dr. King’s untimely and tragic death, there can be no “reasonable” difference 

of opinion on the following: there is never any excuse for those who discriminate against, debase, or 

seek to disenfranchise an individual because of their race, bank balance, country of origin, health status, 

political party, or which gender they are or choose to love.    

More importantly, I have determined that is not fruitful to engage in a public debate on these non-

sequiturs because in my gut, I know that the purveyors of these hypocrisies are intentionally trying to 

distract us from other, more harmful actions and policies which we must address.  For example:  

• The complete lack of care and utter failure to deliver relief to the U.S. citizens on post-Hurricane 

Maria Puerto Rico, resulting in millions still fighting to survive without power, safe water, or roofs 

nearly four months after the storm made landfall;  

• The fast-tracking of confirmations of nearly two-dozen federal judicial nominees that are 

overwhelmingly male (92%), overwhelmingly white (72%), into an already overwhelmingly white, 

male judiciary (including a number of whom are objectively less qualified than minority candidates 

that the HNBA or our sister bars have endorsed);  

• Tax reforms that are affirmatively harmful to many middle- and lower-income Americans;  

• The repeal of net neutrality, and the reduction or elimination of numerous other environmental, 

healthcare, safety, and financial regulations; 

• Various attempts to chip away at the rights of LGBTQ individuals by the Administration and the 

U.S. Department of Justice; and  

• Myriad immigration policies including: travel bans disproportionately impacting those from 

majority-Muslim countries; continued threats to withhold funding from sanctuary cities and 

criminalizing individuals who support sanctuary city policies; widespread ICE raids targeting 

individuals attending church, school, or court, or simply those with “Latino-sounding last names” 

staying at the local Motel 6; the proposed addition of questions about “immigration status” to the 

upcoming U.S. census (most likely as a means to “locate” undocumented families and/or to 

discourage census participation, which will result in inaccurate population data that will impact 

everything from districting to funding in these communities); termination of TPS for Sudan, 

Nicaragua, Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Haiti, Nicaragua, and El Salvador without clear evidence 

of the remediation of the conditions which led to TPS in the first place; and last, but certainly not 
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least, the repeal of DACA and the uncertainty of Congress’s ability to pass legislation to protect 

our DREAMers.  

Throughout this year, the HNBA has been working on these issues directly with various elected officials, 

sister bar associations, advocacy organizations, and public policy advisors. But we need your help. It is 

imperative that every one of our members, and those in our extended families and communities speak 

out, regularly, against what is happening to this country that we love, and in defense of the most 

vulnerable amongst us. To echo Dr. King’s words, we cannot allow our silence to betray us on these 

important issues.  

A good place to start is by raising awareness on social media1 and having discussions with people in your 

personal circles of influence. But we must also all vote, and encourage others to vote, in the upcoming 

elections for those who support our values and against those who do not; and we must do better about 

contacting our state and federal senators and representatives to let them know where we stand on these 

issues, and encourage others to do so.2 Last but not least, I encourage you each to join us at the HNBA’s 

Legislative Action Summit/Advocacy Day on February 27-28, 2018, so that you can let Congress hear 

from you directly, and receive training from public policy experts on how to advocate for these issues 

during our visit to the Hill and beyond (http://hnba.com/2018-advocacy-day/). This year’s HNBA 

legislative priorities include: Immigration Reform (DACA, unaccompanied minors), Judicial Diversity, 

Criminal Justice Reform, and Relief for Puerto Rico, and we hope to have the largest, most geographically 

diverse group we have ever had attend this year’s Advocacy Day!! #HNBAPresente 

In closing, I ask you to help us honor the legacy of Dr. King, and join the HNBA in its continued fight against 

injustices of all kinds.  As said so eloquently by Dr. King in his final speech, “I Have Seen The Mountaintop,” 

“Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishness. Let us rise up [] with a greater readiness. Let us stand 

with a greater determination. And let us move on in these powerful days, these days of challenge to make 

America what it ought to be. We have an opportunity to make America a better nation. And I want to 

thank God, once more, for allowing me to be here with you!” #HNBAFamilia 

With gratitude,  

 
Erica V. Mason 
HNBA National President 
  

                                                           
1 Check out my new Twitter page (@HNBA_Pres) as well as the HNBA’s Twitter (@HNBANews) and Facebook 
www.facebook.com/hispanicnationalbar/ ) pages! 
2 Check our “How You Can Help” Webpage regularly for advocacy and volunteer opportunities 
(https://hnba.com/hnba-presente-how-you-can-help/ 
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