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Tab 1 – Biographies or CVs 

 

 

STEPHEN ESPINOZA 

Executive Vice President, General Manager, Showtime Sports and Event Programming 

Stephen Espinoza serves as Executive Vice President, General Manager, Showtime Sports and 
Event Programming, reporting directly to Showtime Networks Inc. Chairman and CEO Matthew 
C. Blank. 
 
As head of SHOWTIME Sports, Espinoza is responsible for managing the day-to-day activities 
of the sports and event group, including developing and executing the overall strategy of the 
group and its pay-per-view unit, managing the network's relationships with distributors, talent 
and suppliers, and the acquisition and licensing of SHOWTIME and pay-per-view sports and 
event programming. The network's current hard-hitting sports programming includes 
SHOWTIME Championship Boxing®, ShoBox: The New Generation, Jim Rome on 
SHOWTIME, 60 Minutes Sports, and the Emmy® Award-winning INSIDE THE NFL.  
 
Prior to joining SHOWTIME, Espinoza was a partner in the firm of Ziffren Brittenham LLP. At 
the firm, he specialized in representing athletes and sports personalities, including professional 
boxers Oscar De La Hoya and Mike Tyson, who generated a total of over $500 million in pay-
per-view revenues under his representation. Espinoza has served as lead counsel for De La 
Hoya's Golden Boy Promotions since the formation of the company. Through his representation 
of Tyson, De La Hoya and Golden Boy Promotions, Espinoza has been directly involved in 
several of the highest-grossing pay-per-view boxing events in the history of the sport. Other 
notable former sports clients include former NFL star and current broadcaster Michael Strahan 
and mixed martial arts fighter Gina Carano. 
 
During his tenure at Ziffren Brittenham, Espinoza also represented a variety of established and 
emerging performers and filmmakers, including actors Keanu Reeves, James Spader, Vanessa 
Hudgens and Kevin McHale, musical artists Alicia Keys, Eminem, Shakira and Snoop Dogg, 



writer/directors Tyler Perry and Matthew Vaughn, director Barry Sonnenfeld, and producers 
Scott Rudin and Gavin Polone, among many others.  
Espinoza has extensive experience in structuring and negotiating distribution, financing, debt and 
equity arrangements for independent television and motion picture companies. He was 
personally responsible for closing over $100 million in debt and equity deals from 2009 to 2010. 
Some of his deals included Tyler Perry Studios in connection with the television series "House of 
Payne" and "Meet the Browns," Revolution and Cubevision in connection with the television 
series "Are We There Yet," and Everest Entertainment in connection with the motion pictures 
"127 Hours" and "Win-Win." 
 
He began his legal career in the entertainment department of Greenberg, Glusker, Fields, Claman 
& Machtinger, where he was directly responsible for many of the firm's highest-profile accounts, 
including Tom Cruise, Nicole Kidman, Joel Silver and Playboy TV International. Espinoza 
previously worked at the Law Offices of Steinberg & Moorad, one of the nation's preeminent 
sports law firms. 
 
Espinoza earned a B.A. in Communication from Stanford University and received his J.D. from 
UCLA School of Law. An active community volunteer, he previously served as the Vice 
President of the Board of Directors of the Echo Park Boys and Girls Club, and currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of Heart of Los Angeles (HOLA). 
He is based in Showtime Networks' New York offices. 

 

  



PAUL V. KELLY is a Shareholder the Boston office of Jackson Lewis P.C.

He serves as Co-Chair of the firm’s Collegiate & Professional Sports

Practice Group.

Mr. Kelly served as Executive Director of the National Hockey League

Players Association for two years, representing the 740 players of the

NHL. He understands collective bargaining, salary cap management,

franchise acquisition and location, player discipline, health and safety,

drug testing, equipment issues, and the grievance and arbitration

process. Upon leaving the NHLPA, Mr. Kelly established and thereafter served as Executive

Director of College Hockey, Inc., the recruiting and promotional arm of NCAA Division I men’s

hockey. Mr. Kelly has substantial working knowledge of NCAA bylaws and regulations,

enforcement proceedings, and the challenges faced by collegiate athletic programs in such areas

as recruiting, regulatory compliance, conference alignment and student-athlete behavior. He

currently represents colleges and universities in NCAA investigations and infractions cases, and

also conducts training programs for athletic coaches, student-athletes and Title IX coordinators.

Mr. Kelly has also represented current and former professional and collegiate athletes and

coaches in various criminal, civil and administrative proceedings. He has represented NHL,

NBA and NFL players, pro and college football, basketball, hockey and baseball coaches, a

NASCAR driver and Olympic athlete. He and his firm currently represent Major League

Soccer, the LPGA, several pro sports franchises (including the New York Yankees) and several

D-I colleges and universities involved in ongoing NCAA investigations or enforcement actions.

Mr. Kelly is a member of the Sports Lawyers Association and the National Association of

College and University Attorneys.

Mr. Kelly holds a preeminent AV rating from Martindale Hubbell. He has been listed in

Woodward/White’s Best Lawyers in America, and was selected by his peers as one of the top 100

Super Lawyers in Massachusetts. He is a former Director of the Hockey Hall of Fame, and an

active member of the International Council of USA Hockey.
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MARK WOODROFFE 

 

Mark Woodroffe is an associate in the Cooley Business department. He joined the Firm in 2014 
and is resident in the Boston office. 

Mr. Woodroffe earned his J.D., cum laude, from Boston College Law School, where he served as 
an Executive Articles Editor of the Boston College Law Review and received the Richard G. 
Huber Award for Scholarship and Leadership in Extra- and Co-Curricular Activities. While in 
law school, he also was selected to participate in the inaugural Hispanic National Bar 
Association/Microsoft IP Law Institute, an intellectual property immersion program in 
Washington, D.C. He earned his B.S., cum laude, from the University of Florida. 

Prior to attending law school, Mr. Woodroffe worked in a variety of areas in the sports industry, 
most recently spending two years at the Florida State Golf Association (FSGA), a nonprofit and 
the largest state or regional association in the country.  Prior to his time at the FSGA, Mr. 
Woodroffe worked at the The Honda Classic, a PGA TOUR Event in West Palm Beach, FL.  
Before that, Mr. Woodroffe worked in Media Relations and Marketing for the Detroit Lions. 

Mr. Woodroffe is admitted to practice in Massachusetts. 
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Additional Resources: 

 Sports Law Blog, a great resource for articles highlighting current events in sports law – 
contributors include sports law professors and practitioners 
 
http://sports-law.blogspot.com/ 

 Harvard Journal on Sports & Entertainment Law 

http://harvardjsel.com/  

 Berkeley Journal of Entertainment & Sports Law 

http://scholarship.law.berkeley.edu/bjesl/ 

 Marquette Sports Law Review 

http://scholarship.law.marquette.edu/sportslaw/  




