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Law School: CUNY School of Law, Rising 
2L
Undergraduate: Loyola Marymount 
University, B.A. in Psychology and Spanish
Bio: I am a proud Mexicana who grew up 
in Los Angeles, California. I moved to New 
York City about 4 years ago and fell in love 
with the city. I love to try different types 
of cuisines (only vegetarian), and then 

sometimes I try to cook them myself. 

Law School: University of Denver Sturm 
College of Law, Rising 3L
Undergraduate: University of Texas at El 
Paso, B.S. Microbiology
Bio: My passion for science and desire to 
protect the hard work of those laboring 
to progress it led me to pursue a legal 
education with a focus on patent law. As 
a rising 3L, I am working to achieve my 
goals while providing mentorship to 
current/prospective law students.

ZACHARY AL-TABBAA

JENNIFER COVARRUBIAS

CIERA ARCHULETA

Law School: Fordham University 
School of Law, J.D. Class of 2019
Undergraduate: Wesleyan University, 
B.A. in East Asian Studies
Bio: Julia is a Dominican immigrant. 
She loves to hike, travel, and rock 
climb. In undergrad, she studied 
Mandarin and lived in Beijing for one 
year. This year, she is enrolled in a 
coding program and co-founded the 
Information Law Society at Fordham 
Law. She is looking forward to the IPLI 
and to making the most of her 2L 
summer.

Law School: S.J. Quinney College of 
Law, University of Utah, Rising 3L
Undergraduate: University of Utah, 
B.A. in International Studies and B.A. 
in Political Science with an Emphasis in 
Law and Politics
Bio: I am 24 years old, and I am 
currently a rising 3L at the S.J. Quinney 
College of Law, University of Utah. I 
am very interested in pursuing a 
career in Intellectual Property Law.

Law School: University of San 
Francisco School of Law, 2L
Undergraduate: Texas State 
University in San Marcos, B.A. 
International Studies
Bio: I am an Air Force Vet, originally 
from El Paso but call Austin, Texas my 
home. I enjoy reading, movies, 
traveling and food. I am definitely a 
foodie. I stay healthy only so I can eat 
more. I travel mostly because it’s 
amazing, but also because of the 
food. I also love dogs. 

Law School: Southwestern Law School, 
Class of 2020
Undergraduate: University of 
California, Berkeley, B.A. in Political 
Economy
Bio: I am a first year law student 
pursuing entertainment and 
intellectual property law. My ultimate 
goal is to empower communities of 
color to share our stories and have a 
stronger presence in new media. I find 
it imperative we use these resources 
to push us forward and foster critical 
dialogue. 

MIRIAN ALBERT

JULIA BAEZ VALENTIN JOSEPH BARRIENTOS



Law School: The George Washington 
Univ., Univ. Arkansas, Little Rock
Undergraduate: North Carolina State 
University, B.S. in Biochemistry, 
Genetics
Bio: I am interested in issues related 
to intellectual property and the 
intersection of science and law. I look 
forward to learning from, and 
connecting with, other fellows and 
mentors who, collectively, bring a 
wealth of expertise to the program.

ZACHARY AL-TABBAA

Law School: University of Miami School 
of Law, Juris Doctor Candidate
Undergraduate: Florida Atlantic 
University, B.S. Biological Sciences & 
M.S. Biomedical Sciences 
Bio: I am a joint-degree student at the 
University of Miami where I am earning 
both my Juris Doctor and Master in 
Public Health Degrees. As a law student 
with a strong background in science and 
a deep interest in policy, I believe in the 
socially transformative power that lies at 
the intersection of business, technology, 
and the law.

Law School: Temple University Beasley 
School of Law, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: University of 
Pennsylvania, B.A. Political Science
Bio: I am a rising 2L attending Temple Law 
School. I lived in Philadelphia for most of 
my life and spent most of my time after 
obtaining my B.A. in South Korea teaching 
English as a second language. I hope to 
focus on non-patent IP law after 
graduating and passing the bar. I look 
forward to meeting all of you in 
Washington, DC. 

Law School: Brooklyn Law School, Class 
of 2020
Undergraduate: Fordham University, 
B.A. in Political Science and Italian 
Studies
Bio: Diego Gomez is a first generation 
Colombian-American student born and 
raised in New York. While at Fordham 
University, he worked for Apple Inc., 
and had the opportunity to study 
fashion and design in Milan, Italy. It 
was these two experiences that 
interested him in pursuing a career in 
Intellectual Property law. 

Law School: William S. Richardson School 
of Law, U. of Hawaii at Manoa 2019 
Undergraduate: Stanford University, 
Anthropology 
Bio: I was born and raised in Cuba and 
moved to Florida at the age of 20, 
towards the end of my first year of 
medical school. Since moving to the U.S., 
I have worked on various ethnographic 
and biomedical research projects and 
hope to follow a professional path that 
allows me to integrate my passion for 
science, technology and the law to 
increase access to justice and healthcare. 

Law School: Rutgers Law School-
Camden, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: Columbia 
University, B.A. in Chemistry
Bio: I am very exited to be a part of 
IPLI Class of 2018. I have a passion 
for learning, traveling, cooking, IP 
law and spending time with my 
family. I look forward to meeting 
everyone. 

PAUL ENRIQUEZ GUILHERME FAVIERO DAVID FRIAS

BRIAN LEWISDIEGO GOMEZ ANDRES GONZALEZ



Law School: University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: University of Arizona
B.S. Molecular & Cellular Biology; B.A. 
Political Science
Bio: Growing up in a multi-ethnic 
household, I was always intrigued by 
how cultures and ideas connected. In 
school, this fascination led me to study 
Biology and Political Science-two 
seemingly disconnected fields. I quickly 
realized that science cannot exist 
without the law, and this led me to the 
field of IP.

CHRIS MARTINEZ KRISTINA MARTINEZ MATTHEW MEJIA

Law School: University of San 
Francisco School of Law, 2L
Undergraduate: UC Berkeley, Double 
major in French and Linguistics
Bio: I'm a 2L at USF. I'm first in my 
family to graduate from college and 
pursue a professional degree. I'm 
active in multiple student 
organizations and often participate in 
pro bono events. I enjoy learning 
foreign languages, practicing 
instruments, and martial arts training. 

Law School: Baylor University School 
of Law, 2L 
Undergraduate: Texas State 
University, B.A. in Political Science
Bio: I am a native of Austin, Texas who 
loves sports, live music, the great 
outdoors, and the beach. I come from 
a big family, most of whom are 
situated in central Texas. Above all, I 
love learning and meeting new 
people. 

Law School: UC Irvine, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: UC Berkeley, B.S. 
Civil Engineering
Bio: I am a second-career law 
student with 13 years of 
engineering and management 
experience constructing high-risk, 
mega-projects in both North and 
South America. I was also a 
professional cyclist and sponsored 
surfer.  But, these days I focus my 
energy on being a great mother to 
my 3-year-old twins. 

Law School: Loyola Law School, 2L
Undergraduate: UCLA, B.A. in Chicano 
Studies, Law & Policy emphasis
Bio: I was born and raised along the border 
of East Los Angeles and North Orange 
County. I decided to stay nearby for law 
school so I could get involved with the 
intellectual property community where I 
eventually would like to practice. Music is 
what brought me to intellectual property. 
My parents got me interested in music at a 
young age and once I decided to go to law 
school, I wanted to find a way to incorporate 
that passion with my law career. 

JULEA LIPIZ ANDREW MARTINEZAUSTIN LLAMAS

Law School: St. Johns University School 
of Law, 1L Class of 2020
Undergraduate: St. Johns University 
Class of 2014, B.S. Legal Studies
Bio: I’m a New Yorker through and 
through so I walk fast and don’t always 
wait for the light to change before 
crossing the street.  I lived in DC for 
three months during an internship with 
CHCI.  I’m Puerto Rican and I will be my 
school’s next LALSA president. 



Law School: Roger Williams 
University - School of Law, Class of 
2020
Undergraduate: Indiana University, 
B.S. in Public Affairs
Bio: I am a Xicana from Hammond, 
Indiana. I’m a member of Sigma 
Lambda Upsilon/Señoritas Latinas 
Unidas, Sorority Incorporated. I’m 
an avid traveler and makeup 
enthusiast. Prior to law school I 
aspired to advocate for 
immigrant/refugee communities, 
but now my goals have broadened.   

MAYRA MEZA

ZACHARY AL-TABBAA

DONALD RIOS

Law School: Florida International University 
College of Law, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: Florida International 
University, Honors College, 2017. B.A. in 
History with a Minor in Business
Bio: I am a first-generation college 
graduate. I am interested in intellectual 
property, corporate, and business law. My 
long-term career goal is to be an attorney 
for the Walt Disney Company. I was the 
2017-2018 FIU Law Intellectual Property 
Student Association 1L Representative. I’m 
currently an Intellectual Property Research 
Assistant.

Law School: Rutgers Law School
J.D. Candidate, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: The College of New 
Jersey, B.A. in Political Science with a 
minor in Italian and Law & Philosophy
Bio: I am a highly motivated and 
proactive rising 2L student. I enjoy 
traveling to gain global perspective and I 
speak fluent Spanish and Italian. I 
appreciate personal interactions and 
welcome all opportunities to meet new 
people. Outside of school, I mentor High 
School students to encourage them to 
attend college.

Law School: Chicago-Kent College of 
Law, 3L
Undergraduate: University of Iowa, B.A. 
in Political Science, Philosophy, and 
Ethics & Public Policy
Bio: Adan is a Chicago native and is 
passionate about supporting the Latino 
small business community’s legal 
needs. Currently in law school, Adan is a 
Law Clerk, is on the board of the 
Hispanic Latino Law Student 
Association, volunteers at a pro se help 
desk, and has been named in the 
Dean's Honor List every semester since 
starting law school.

Law School: UCLA School of Law, Class 
of 2019
Undergraduate: UCLA, B.A. in Political 
Science
Bio: I am a first-generation, Mexican-
American.  I grew up in Puebla, Mexico 
until the age of 17.   Some things that 
accurately describe me: foodie, coffee 
lover, and menswear enthusiast.  Having 
worked alongside clothing and shoe 
companies has strongly drawn my 
attention to trademark law. 

Law School: Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law at Texas Southern University, 2L
Undergraduate: California State 
University, Fullerton, B.A. 
Communications 
Bio: I am a 2L at Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law in Houston, TX.  I’m a 
native Los Angelino, California State 
University, Fullerton alum, Mexican food 
eater, music junkie, and song-writer/ 
producer.  I love to cook new dishes and 
travel to new places. 

RICARDO REYESADAN RAMIREZ

SHIRLEY MORENOEMILY MOLA



Law School: Seattle University 
School of Law, Class of 2020
Undergraduate: UNC-Chapel Hill, 
B.A. in Global Studies and History
Bio: I grew up in the Sunshine 
State – Orlando, FL to be exact –
but I now call Seattle home 
(which is not as rainy as some 
may say). My hobbies include 
exploring the beautiful terrain of 
Washington State, reading 
contemporary fiction, and 
playing with my cat, Pablo 
Honey.

Law School: Villanova University 
School of Law, 3L 
Undergraduate: University of 
Central Florida, B.A. in Legal 
Studies with a minor in Business 
Administration 
Bio: I am a first-generation 
college graduate so furthering 
my education in law school has 
been an incredibly fulfilling 
journey. My primary interests 
are corporate and IP law; 
however, I also plan to devote 
much of my time as a lawyer to 
pro bono and public interest 
work.

ALEXIS SANTIAGO PRISCILLA TORRES

Law School: St. Thomas Law School, Rising 2L 
Undergraduate: Florida International 
University, B.A. in Hospitality Management, 
Hotel & Lodging Management
Bio: My parents are from Spanish and Cuban 
descent. I grew up in Miami and have lived on 
Miami Beach now for over a decade. I love my 
hometown; it’s a warming sensation every time 
I go back home! Law School is another step 
towards improving the world I live in. I want to 
work in the aerospace industry and help create 
long-lasting law while maintaining a good 
balance between business and the 
environment. I currently work managing a wine 
and spirits store, the only one in Miami Beach 
with a bar! On my free time, I’m most likely at 
the beach, playing sports, or finding a place for 
good, fresh food!

ANTONIO VILLA DEL REY



FELLOWS & 
MENTORS



Randall J. Towers regularly represents 
governmental entities, borrowers, 
underwriters, and purchasers in 
corporate, municipal, and project 
finance transactions. He also counsels 
public and private clients in mergers, 
acquisitions and divestitures, 
leveraged leasing transactions, and 
general business law.

Lynn E. Rzonca is Chair of Ballard 
Spahr's Intellectual Property 
Department and a member of the 
firm's Expanded Board. She has 25 
years of experience litigating 
trademark, advertising, copyright, 
and patent cases. She counsels 
clients on how to best protect and 
increase the value of their 
intellectual property and protect 
their key brands.  

DR. FRANCISCO CASTRO
Arent Fox

RANDALL J. TOWERS
Ballard Spahr

LYNN E. RZONCA
Ballard Spahr

Kristel Tupja is an associate in the Real 
Estate Department. She has experience 
with reviewing lender title policies and 
surveys, land record documents, 
covenants, easements, conditions and 
restrictions, and planned-use 
development agreements. She drafts loan 
documents and security instruments for 
construction, acquisition, and refinancing 
loans utilizing various financing structures.

KRISTEL TUPJA
Ballard Spahr

David Daggett focuses his practice on 
IP, commercial transactions, technical 
standards setting, and IP diligence in 
M&A. David is also a member of the 
patent bar. He also has experience in 
IP litigation. Prior to practicing law, 
David was a professional software 
developer and local area network 
engineer.

DAVID DAGGETT
Davis Wright 

Tremaine

JAMES J. BINDSEIL
Arent Fox

Jim Bindseil is a partner in the firm’s 
Patent group, which includes more than 
60 patent prosecutors and patent 
litigators. He is a registered patent 
attorney and has extensive experience 
in telecommunications, software, 
medical devices, Internet, e-commerce, 
financial services, and mechanical 
technologies.

Dr. Francisco Castro is counsel with 
Arent Fox LLP at their Washington, DC, 
office. His practice focuses on domestic 
and international patent portfolio 
development. Dr. Castro assists clients 
in the areas of semiconductors, 
nanotechnology, multimedia 
technologies, wireless systems, and 
software.  He helps startups and 
emerging companies build their 
intellectual property assets.



Danielle Toaltoan concentrates 
her practice on intellectual 
property law. She counsels clients 
on trademark management and 
enforcement matters. Danielle 
also has experience in securities 
litigation.

DANIELLE TOALTOAN
Davis Wright 

Tremaine
Ruben Pagán provides advice, consulting, 
and negotiation support to automation, 
software, and other technology companies 
with an emphasis on protecting and 
licensing intellectual property used to 
develop automation and software 
systems, and investigating and advising on 
laws applicable to product or program 
launches.

RUBEN PAGÁN
Davis Wright 

Tremaine
Robin Nunn is a partner and co-leader 
of the supervision, enforcement, and 
litigation group at Davis Wright 
Tremaine. Ms. Nunn is a passionate 
advocate of diversity and inclusion in 
the workplace, and was selected to be 
DWT’s first LCLD Fellow and a 
member of DWT’s Future Leaders 
program. 

ROBIN NUNN
Davis Wright 

Tremaine

CLARA JIMENEZ
Finnegan

JORGE GONZALEZ
Finnegan

MARTA GARCIA
Finnegan

Marta Garcia practices all areas of 
patent law, including patent 
prosecution, strategic counseling, and 
litigation. Her counseling and 
prosecution practice focuses on the 
chemical and biotechnology arts. 
Marta’s litigation experience includes 
various aspects of trial preparation, 
including conducting fact discovery 
and assisting technical experts with 
preparation of expert reports.

Jorge Gonzalez-alumnus of the IPLI-
practices patent litigation with a focus 
on chemical and pharmaceutical 
technologies, including Hatch-
Waxman litigation. His experience 
encompasses numerous aspects of 
trial preparation, including 
coordinating fact and expert discovery 
and managing litigation teams. Before 
law school, Mr. Gonzalez worked as a 
formulator for Gilead Sciences.

Clara Jimenez focuses her practice in 
Intellectual Property law, including 
patent prosecution and litigation, and 
trade secret enforcement. Before 
attending law school, Clara worked as 
a chemical process engineer. Clara is a 
member of the HNBA’s Latina 
Commission and an active member of 
the American Intellectual Property 
Law Association (AIPLA).



Ricardo Bonilla is an Associate in Fish & Richardson’s 
Dallas office. He was previously a Summer Associate 
with the firm in 2010 and 2011 after joining the firm 
via its 1L Diversity Fellowship Program. Mr. Bonilla’s 
practice includes all areas of commercial and 
intellectual property litigation, with an emphasis on 
patents.  Mr. Bonilla has represented hundreds of 
clients in federal courts around the country in 
intellectual property disputes involving a wide range 
of technologies, including e-commerce and web site 
systems, computer network architecture, computer 
software, encryption, telecommunication, and mobile 
applications.

Nitika Gupta Fiorella is an associate in Fish’s Delaware 
office. Nitika was previously a Summer Associate (2011 
and 2012), and a Law Clerk (2013-2014) at Fish. She 
returned to the firm after serving as a Law Clerk for the 
Honorable Kent A. Jordan of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit (2014-2015) and for the 
Honorable Chief Judge Sharon Prost of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (2015-
2016). Nitika has technical expertise as a Research 
Assistant at University of Delaware, where she 
obtained dual degrees in Chemical Engineering and 
Political Science. She is also fluent in Hindi.

RICARDO BONILLA
Fish & Richardson

NITIKA GUPTA FIORELLA
Fish & Richardson

NARESH KILARU
Finnegan

ANAND SHARMA
Finnegan

CECILIA SANABRIA
Finnegan

Naresh Kilaru focuses his practice on 
trademark, unfair competition, 
copyright, trade secret, and right-of-
publicity law. He has extensive 
experience in all aspects of trademark, 
copyright, trade secret, and unfair 
competition litigation, including cases 
involving computer source code, 
traditional trademarks, product 
packaging and product configuration 
trade dress, gray-market goods, and 
domain names.

Cecilia’s practice involves patent 
litigation, patent prosecution, and 
client counseling. Currently, she 
devotes most of her practice to 
litigating patents before U.S. district 
courts and the U.S. International 
Trade Commission (ITC). Ms. 
Sanabria’s litigation experience 
spans the pre-trial, discover, trial, 
and post-trial phases of litigation.

Anand Sharma works in all areas of 
patent law, from litigation in U.S. district 
courts and the U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) to strategic client 
counseling at the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). His practice 
covers many technology areas, including 
telecom, data storage and software 
solutions.



Matthew Mahoney is an associate in the litigation group of 
Fish & Richardson’s Washington D.C. office. His practice 
focuses on patent litigation in federal district courts and 
before the U.S. International Trade Commission.  Mr. 
Mahoney has experience with prior art searching, drafting 
pleadings, claim charts and motions, document production 
and review, fact discovery, and expert discovery involving 
various forms of technology such as in-ear headphones, 
wireless communication devices, graphics processing 
units, and robotics. Mr. Mahoney has also worked on a 
number of pro bono matters including assisting a family in 
the adoption process and working with the Children’s Law 
Center to update an Individualized Education Plan.

Dr. Natalie Galley is an Associate in the Boston office of 
Fish & Richardson. Prior to joining the firm, Dr. Galley 
earned her PhD in Mechanical Engineering from Cornell 
University, where she investigated the frictional 
behavior of articular cartilage that is affected by injury 
or disease such as arthritis, and lubrication strategies to 
prevent degeneration of the tissue. Dr. Galley’s research 
was interdisciplinary in nature and incorporated various 
aspects of biomechanics, tribology, and microscopy 
techniques. Dr. Galley also has previous experience as 
an aerospace engineering researcher, where she 
conducted experimental combustion investigations on 
the structure of turbulent premixed flames.

DR. NATALIE GALLEY
Fish & Richardson

MATTHEW MAHONEY
Fish & Richardson

RYAN BORELO
Merchant & Gould

As a Registered Patent Attorney in 
the Merchant & Gould Minneapolis 
office, Ryan practices all areas of 
intellectual property law with an 
emphasis on patent and trademark 
litigation and patent prosecution. He 
has prosecuted patents covering 
chemical, mechanical, software, 
semiconductor, electrical, and optical 
device technologies.

Alberto Araiza is an Associate in 
Perkins Coie’s Intellectual Property 
practice. He has significant experience 
preparing and prosecuting patent 
applications involving various complex 
technologies. He has experience 
advising clients ranging from large 
industry-leading companies to early 
stage start-ups. He graduated from 
UCLA, Tulane University, and  Duke 
Law School.

ALBERTO ARAIZA
Perkins Coie

TIM SCULL
Merchant & Gould

Tim’s practice focuses on complex patent 
portfolio analysis and strategic patent 
prosecution. Tim learns as much as 
possible about his clients' problems and 
business goals so he can craft the best 
solutions for them. He believes in 
developing long-standing relationships 
with his clients for long-term client care. 
In addition to conducting complex patent 
portfolio analysis, Tim provides 
infringement and validity opinions with 
respect to existing patents.  



Associate Cassandra Abernathy has 
experience with a variety of 
intellectual property issues, focusing 
on design patents, trademarks, and 
trade dress prosecution and litigation. 
Cass conducts extensive litigation 
research, drafts pre-trial motions in 
limine, prepares trial briefs and writes 
patent applications and Office Action 
responses to the USPTO.

CASSANDRA ABERNATHY
Perkins Coie

James focuses on strategic IP 
counseling and analysis to help clients 
acquire, protect and monetize IP and 
reduce exposure. He makes complex 
subjects understandable. He has 
adjunct faculty appointments at two 
law schools, is a frequent speaker and 
author on patent eligibility, and co-
founded Shook’s cybersecurity 
practice.

JAMES DEVANEY
Shook, Hardy & Bacon

SCOTT BORDER
Sidley Austin

ANNA WEINBERG
Sidley Austin

Scott Border, counsel in the 
Intellectual Property group, focuses 
his practice on intellectual property 
litigation at the trial and appellate 
level. Scott also has extensive 
experience representing clients in 
complex administrative proceedings 
at the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (PTO), including inter partes 
reviews, covered business method 
reviews and reexamination 
proceedings. 

Ann Weinberg, a senior patent 
litigation associate at Sidley, litigates 
challenging patent cases across many 
technologies before trial and 
appellate courts and the PTAB. Prior 
to entering private practice, she 
clerked for Chief Judge Prost of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit.

JENS JENKINS
Workman Nydegger

Jens Jenkins is a GWU Law School 
graduate and a partner at Workman 
Nydegger, where he serves on the 
Board of Directors and as the 
Recruiting Committee Co-Chairman. 
Jens is also an adjunct professor 
teaching patent prosecution. For fun, 
Jens enjoys camping, fishing, hiking 
and almost anything out-doors.

Cory’s practice centers on patent-
related aspects of intellectual 
property law in both the United 
States and abroad. He develops and 
implements patent filing strategies 
for foundational technologies that 
deserve a creative and practical 
solution. Cory also creates and 
manages patent portfolio reviews for 
both offensive and defensive needs in 
a number of diverse technology 
fields.

CORY FISHER
Shook, Hardy & Bacon



Ana Nicacio is a Senior Attorney at 
Microsoft Corporation, supporting 
the Microsoft Dynamics 365 business 
with acquisitions, integrations, and 
strategic licensing. Prior to Microsoft, 
Ana worked as in-house counsel at 
Sage Software, Knowledge Universe 
and InFocus Corporation. Ana is 
educated in both common law and 
civil law systems, being licensed to 
practice law in the United States and 
in Brazil.

ANA NICACIO
Microsoft Mentor

SIMON RUAN
Microsoft Mentor

PABLO TAPIA
Microsoft Mentor

Simon Ruan is a Senior Attorney at 
Microsoft’s Corporate, External and 
Legal Affairs Department (CELA) 
supporting Microsoft Dynamics CRM 
within the Cloud and Enterprise Division. 
Mr. Ruan is currently a product attorney 
responsible for overseeing Microsoft’s 
Customer Relationship Management 
(CRM) portfolio of services and 
providing legal advice on all matters 
related to product development and 
product management. 

Pablo Tapia is a Senior Attorney 
supporting Skype for Business, where 
he supports business development 
transactions with telecommunications 
companies. Prior to supporting Skype, 
Pablo was a subsidiary attorney for the 
Microsoft Research Lab in Cambridge, 
UK, and the Advanced Technology 
Centers in Aachen (Germany), Herzliya 
(Israel), and Cairo (Egypt), where he 
counseled clients on varying IP issues.

BRIANNA HINOJOSA-FLORES
Microsoft Mentor

Ms. Hinojosa-Flores is currently 
employed by Microsoft as Senior 
Patent Attorney. Her primary role 
includes managing patent portfolio in 
the Mixed Reality (e.g., HoloLens) 
technology space.

EDWARD PEREZ
LinkedIn Mentor

Edgar Perez is a Senior Patent 
Counsel at LinkedIn, where he 
helps manage LinkedIn's patent 
portfolio. Prior to joining 
LinkedIn, he was a patent 
prosecutor at Fenwick & West 
for over ten years.

Joshua Reiten is a Senior Product and 
Privacy Counsel at LinkedIN, where he 
advises LinkedIn’s feed, content, 
publishing, and trust and safety teams. 
Before joining LinkedIN, Josh was a 
litigation partner at Perkins Coie. In his 
spare time, Josh enjoys coaching with 
the Oakland Girls Softball League, 
raising a family of Oakland A’s fans, and 
hosting Halloween parties.

JOSHUA REITEN
LinkedIn Mentor



SPEAKERS



Veronica Canton, President of the 
HNBA’s Law Student Division, 
graduated from Notre Dame Law 
School.  She is interested in law and 
technology, information privacy, 
cybersecurity, and soft intellectual 
property.  She is a partner at 
Impowerus, Inc., an online platform 
that brings technology to the 
forefront of pro bono legal services. 

CRAIG BLACKWELL
Smithsonian Institute

VERONICA CANTON
Impowerus, Inc.

SUNDAY

David Daggett focuses his practice on 
IP, commercial transactions, technical 
standards setting; and IP diligence in 
M&A. David is also a member of the 
patent bar. He also has experience in 
IP litigation. Prior to practicing law, 
David was a professional software 
developer and local area network 
engineer.

DAVID DAGGETT
Davis Wright Tremaine

Jorge is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Utah S.J. Quinney 
College of Law and an Adjunct 
Associate Professor in the 
Department of Human Genetics. He 
has written and spoken extensively 
on the institutional structures of 
intellectual property, technical 
standardization and biomedical 
research.

JORGE CONTRERAS
University of Utah

MONDAY

Craig Blackwell is an Associate General 
Counsel in the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Office of General Counsel. He has been 
at the Smithsonian for almost 13 years.  
At the Smithsonian Craig works on a 
range of issues, including collections 
management and  intellectual property 
issues.  Prior to joining the Smithsonian, 
Craig worked in the Civil Division of the 
U.S. Department of Justice for 10 years.  
Prior to joining the Justice Department, 
Craig worked at a law firm and clerked 
for a federal District Court Judge. 

ERICH ANDERSEN
Microsoft

Erich Andersen is Corporate Vice 
President and Chief IP Counsel at 
Microsoft with responsibility for 
leading the company’s Intellectual 
Property Group.  He joined Microsoft 
in 1995 and was previously Vice 
President and Deputy General Counsel 
for the company’s Office and Windows 
product divisions.  Before joining 
Microsoft, Andersen served as a law 
clerk on the Ninth Circuit and the 
United States District Court. He began 
his law practice with Davis Wright 
Tremaine in Seattle, Washington. 

Erica is the President of the Hispanic 
National Bar Association. She is also a 
Partner in the Atlanta, GA, office of 
national labor and employment law firm 
Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete, 
LLP. In that role, she serves as regional 
and national defense counsel to large 
and medium-sized companies 
throughout the United States, primarily 
in the hospitality, retail, manufacturing, 
healthcare, and education sectors.

ERICA V. MASON
Constangy



Jennifer is the President-Elect of the 
Hispanic National Bar Association. She is 
also the Executive Director of 
Worldwide Litigation for Lenovo where 
she is responsible for all IP and 
commercial litigation worldwide.  
Jennifer's practice focuses on 
intellectual property litigation and 
strategic counseling on patent, 
trademark, trade secret and copyright 
matters. Jennifer has lead counsel and 
trial experience for a number of large 
patent and trademark infringement 
matters and is skilled in managing large 
client teams. 

JENNIFER SALINAS
Lenovo

Ms. Munck frequently speaks about 
policy issues involving standard 
setting, patent assertion entities, and 
other issues at the intersection of 
antitrust and intellectual property. Ms. 
Munck also has significant experience 
litigating patent issues that arise 
during the FTC’s enforcement efforts, 
particularly in the ICT and healthcare 
sectors.

SUZANNE MUNCK
Federal Trade 
Commission

Dana Rao is currently Vice President of 
Intellectual Property and Litigation at 
Adobe, where he oversees all of Adobe’s 
intellectual property and litigation 
matters.  Prior to Adobe, Dana was 
Associate General Counsel of Patents at 
Microsoft, and he began his legal career 
at the law firm of Fenwick & West, 
focusing on patent prosecution, licensing, 
and litigation.  Dana received his 
undergraduate degree from Villanova 
University in Electrical Engineering, and 
received his law degree from The George 
Washington University School of Law.

DANA RAO
Adobe

Randy Weinsten is a Staff Attorney in 
the Health Care Division of the FTC’s 
Bureau of Competition. Prior to the 
FTC, Randy was an Associate and then 
Senior Associate at WilmerHale in 
Washington, D.C. He attended law 
school at Duke University School of 
Law, and college at Carnegie Mellon 
University.

RANDY WEINSTEN
Federal Trade 
Commission

John  E. Dubiansky’s work focuses on 
the intersection of intellectual 
property and antitrust law and on 
issues such as patent assertion entities 
and standard essential patents. John is 
a registered patent attorney and 
practiced for a number of years as a 
patent litigator at private law firms in 
the Washington D. C. area prior to 
joining the Commission.

JOHN E. DUBIANSKY
Federal Trade 
Commission

MONDAY cont.

BRIANNA HINOJOSA-FLORES
Microsoft

Ms. Hinojosa-Flores is currently 
employed by Microsoft as Senior 
Patent Attorney. Her primary role 
includes managing patent portfolio 
in the Mixed Reality (e.g., 
HoloLens) technology space.



DANIEL H. MARTI
Ex-White House IP 

Enforcement Coordinator

DAVE GREEN
Microsoft

The Honorable Jimmie V. Reyna is a 
Circuit Judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. Prior to his appointment, Judge 
Reyna practiced international trade 
and customs law and policy in 
Washington, D.C. for over 25 years. 
Judge Reyna also served as 2006-2007 
National President for the Hispanic 
National Bar Association.

THE HONORABLE 
JIMMIE V. REYNA

USCAFC

Dave Green is Assistant General 
Counsel to Microsoft and leads its 
Copyright and Trade Secret Practices 
team that defines and executes 
Microsoft’s global copyright and 
related IP strategy. Previously, Dave 
served as Assistant General Counsel 
to Bill Gate’s privately held Corbis 
Corporation, and began his legal 
career as an Assistant Attorney 
General advising the University of 
Washington on IP and business 
matters.

Jeff Myers is Lead Patent Counsel at Apple. 
He heads Apple’s Patent Group which is 
responsible for strategic creation of 
Apple’s worldwide utility and design 
patent portfolio, including patent 
acquisition, analysis, diligence, licensing, 
standards, and policy. Prior to joining 
Apple, Mr. Myers was Adobe’s first Chief 
Patent Counsel, concentrating on building 
a multifaceted patent strategy, including 
asset development, strategic investment, 
risk reduction, value extraction, conflict 
resolution, litigation, and patent policies. 

JEFF MYERS
Apple

Nominated by President Obama in August 
2014 to serve as the Nation’s Intellectual 
Property Enforcement Coordinator, 
colloquially referred to as the “IP Czar,” 
Mr. Marti was confirmed 92-0 by the 
Senate in March 2015. During his time at 
the White House, Mr. Marti led the 
Obama Administration’s efforts to 
develop and implement a national 
strategy on the enforcement of 
intellectual property rights. 

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

ELIZABETH GILLEN
Federal Trade 
Commission

Elizabeth Gillen is an Attorney Advisor 
for Intellectual Property within the 
Office of Policy Planning.  Her work 
focuses on policy issues at the 
intersection of antitrust and intellectual 
property, particularly those relating to 
patent licensing. Before joining the FTC 
in 2016, she was a litigation associate at 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP in Palo 
Alto.  

ALICA DEL VALLE
Airbnb

Alica Del Valle, a native of Mexico City, 
currently serves as Lead Counsel for IP, 
Marketing, PR/Comms and Content for 
Airbnb – one of the most innovative and 
disruptive tech companies of our time. 
In her role, Ms. Del Valle is the principal 
counsel and leader of the legal team 
responsible for developing and 
implementing Airbnb's global IP 
strategies, including patent and 
trademark prosecution and litigation, 
and is chief counsel to Airbnb's award-
winning Marketing team



JOHN SAINT AMOUR
U.S. Copyright Office

Whitney Levandusky is the Attorney-
Advisor for the Office of Public 
Information and  Education. She 
joined the Copyright Office in 2015. 
Before joining the Office, she founded 
the Art Law Clinic for Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts, 
clerked in the Educational Affairs 
Division of the Maryland Office of the 
Attorney General, and interned at the 
Smithsonian Institution.

WHITNEY LEVANDUSKY
U.S. Copyright Office

Suzanne Michel is Senior Patent Counsel 
at Google where she focuses on patent 
policy from Google’s D.C. office. Before 
joining Google in 2011, she was Deputy 
Director in the Office of Policy Planning 
at the Federal Trade Commission where 
she worked on patent policy and 
IP/antitrust issues. At the FTC, she 
headed the project on the “Evolving IP 
Marketplace,” including the drafting of 
the Commission report, released in 
March 2011. The FTC awarded her the 
Paul Rand Dixon award and the 
Excellence in Supervision award. 

BJ Watrous is Vice President & Chief 
Intellectual Property Counsel of Apple.  
BJ leads a diverse team responsible for 
setting Apple's IP strategy, curating 
Apple’s IP, and handling all Apple’s 
commercial and pre-litigation IP 
matters.  BJ joined Apple in 2011 from 
the Hewlett Packard Company where 
he held several IP-related positions, 
including the top IP role as Vice 
President & Deputy General Counsel 
for Intellectual Property.  Prior to 
joining HP in 2007, BJ was an IP 
litigator at DLA Piper US LLP. 

SUZANNE MICHEL
Google

BJ WATROUS
Apple

John A. Saint Amour handles inquiries 
from the public, attorneys, industry 
professionals, and others about 
copyright law, regulations, and 
practices. He often delivers copyright 
presentations to audiences including 
the American Library Association, 
Grammy’s The Recording Academy, 
international conferences, and groups 
of teachers, students, and musicians.

WEDNESDAY cont.

Stephen Want was appointed in July 
2012 as Chief, Copyright Acquisitions 
Division, U.S. Copyright Office, Library 
of Congress. He is responsible for 
administering Section 407 of U.S. 
Copyright Law and acquiring material 
for the Library of Congress under 
mandatory deposit regulations.

STEPHEN WANT
U.S. Copyright Office

Bryan C. Zielinski is Vice President, 
Assistant General Counsel at Pfizer 
Inc. where he has been an attorney 
for over 20 years. He leads a team of 
Pfizer attorneys who are the lead IP 
attorneys for the small molecule 
therapeutics portion of Pfizer’s Global 
Innovation Pharma Business Unit and 
advises senior management regarding 
IP matters associated with this 
Business Unit’s clinical candidate and 
product portfolio.

BRYAN ZIELINSKI
Pfizer



IAN FRIED
Digital Media 

Entertainment

TROY DOW
The Walt Disney 

Company

ÁLVARO ARCE
Greenberg & Traurig

Juan Valentin II is an Education Program 
Advisor in the Office of Education and 
Outreach at the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, where he is responsible 
for the development and implementation 
of educational projects of national scope, 
with an emphasis on the development of 
STEM, design, or invention-focused 
projects infused with intellectual property 
(IP) concepts. Prior to joining the OEO 
team, Juan was a USPTO patent examiner 
for 12 years, specializing in the art of 
optical measuring and testing devices. 

JUAN VALENTIN
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office

Ian leads the Innovation, 
Technology Practices and Strategy 
group in the NBC Universal 
Intellectual Property department. 
Ian’s team develops IP policy 
positions on global copyright 
legislation and related 
governmental proceedings, 
provides IP transactional support 
for emerging technology 
initiatives, and manages the 
company’s patent strategy.

Álvaro Arce’s practice has been focused 
on negotiating digital music distribution 
deals on behalf of both service providers 
and a major record label. Prior to joining 
Greenberg Traurig, Álvaro served as 
Director, Legal and Business Affairs at 
SoundCloud with responsibility for 
managing SoundCloud’s major label and 
independent artist relationships and 
helping to manage the company’s 
compliance with its DMCA safe harbor 
policies. 

Troy Dow is Vice President for 
Government Relations at the Walt 
Disney Company, where he advises 
the company on intellectual property 
and technology policy and represents 
the company on such matters before 
the Congress, the Executive Branch 
and related agencies. Dow came to 
the Walt Disney Company by way of 
the Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA), where he served as 
Vice President and Counsel for 
Technology and New Media. 

THURSDAY

EDGAR PEREZ
LinkedIn

Edgar Perez is a Senior Patent 
Counsel at LinkedIn, where he 
helps manage LinkedIn's patent 
portfolio. Prior to joining 
LinkedIn, he was a patent 
prosecutor at Fenwick & West 
for over ten years.

JOSH REITEN
LinkedIn

Joshua Reiten is a Senior Product and 
Privacy Counsel at LinkedIN, where he 
advises LinkedIn’s feed, content, 
publishing, and trust and safety 
teams. Before joining LinkedIN, Josh 
was a litigation partner at Perkins 
Coie. In his spare time, Josh enjoys 
coaching with the Oakland Girls 
Softball League, raising a family of 
Oakland A’s fans, and hosting 
Halloween parties.



JESUS HERNANDEZ
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office
Jesus J. Hernandez is a Patent 
Attorney at the Office of Policy and 
International Affairs (OPIA) within 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO). As a member of OPIA, 
Jesus’ primary responsibility is 
assisting with the formulation of US 
patent policy in the Western 
Hemisphere -- specializing in Latin 
America.

ROCIO PÉREZ-VÉLEZ
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office

LEONARDO VILLARREAL-
ALEJANDRO

U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office

Leonardo Villarreal-Alejandro joined 
the USPTO’s Office of Enrollment and 
Discipline as a staff attorney in 2012. 
As a staff attorney, Mr. Villarreal 
investigates grievances regarding the 
conduct of practitioners, investigates 
enrollment matters, and assists in 
the drafting of patent examination 
questions and other administrative 
matters.

NESTOR RAMIREZ
U.S. Patent and

Trademark Office

Nestor Ramirez is the Technology 
Center Director at the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office.  
Previously, Nestor worked for the 
White House Office of Science and 
technology Policy at the USPTO.

THURSDAY cont…

REBECCA EISINGER
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office
Rebecca Miles Eisinger is a Senior 
Staff Attorney with the United 
State Patent & Trademark 
Office’s(USPTO) Office of 
Trademark Quality Review and 
Training. Rebecca received her B.A. 
from the Pennsylvania State 
University and her J.D. from 
Washington & Lee University 
School of Law.

MARY DENISON
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office
Mary Boney Denison is the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 
Commissioner for Trademarks. Ms. 
Denison oversees all aspects of the 
Trademarks organization, including policy, 
operations and budget relating to 
trademark examination, registration, and 
maintenance. Ms. Denison joined the 
USPTO in 2011 as Deputy Commissioner 
for Trademark Operations.

Rocío del Mar Pérez-Vélez is a Primary 
Examiner in Art Unit 2132 (Class 711 –
Computer Architecture, Memory Access 
and Control). She began her career at the 
USPTO in March 2012 after completing an 
LL.M. in Intellectual Property Law at the 
George Washington University School of 
Law and having passed the examination 
for registration to practice before the 
USPTO. She obtained a BS in Computer 
Engineering at the University of Puerto 
Rico, and a JD at the UPR Law School. 



THE HONORABLE
PETER M. REYES, JR.

Minnesota Court of Appeals
The Honorable Peter M. Reyes, Jr., was 
appointed to the Minnesota Court of 
Appeals in 2014. He served as the 2012-
2013 HNBA National President and on 
the Board of Trustees for the William 
Mitchell College of Law. Prior to his 
appointment, Judge Reyes was a Senior 
IP Lawyer at Cargill, Inc., for 12 years, 
and a partner at Barnes & Thornburg 
LLP. 

HARRY GWINNELL
Greenblum & Bernstein

Harry is currently Counsel at 
Greenblum & Bernstein, P.L.C., in 
Reston, Virginia. He has been named 
by Intellectual Asset Management 
Magazine as one of the World’s 
Leading IP Strategists, and has 
received the IPO President’s 
Distinguished Service Award. He has 
also been an active participant in Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters Program in 
Minneapolis.

DAVID GREENGRASS
House Judiciary 

Committee

JASON EVERETT
House Judiciary 

Committee

David Greengrass is a Democratic 
Counsel to the House Judiciary 
Committee, focusing on the Intellectual 
Property Subcommittee. Her grew up in 
New York City and attended college at 
Wesleyan University, graduating with a 
degree in Government. He began his 
career working for Congressman Jerrold 
Nadler of New York as a Legislative 
Assistant, handling such issues as health 
care, veterans, and the arts.

Jason G. Everett is Chief Democratic 
Counsel for the Subcommittee on 
Courts, Intellectual Property, and the 
Internet of the House Committee on 
the Judiciary. He previously served as 
Democratic Counsel for the House 
Committee on the Judiciary and as 
Judiciary Legislative Assistant for 
Congressman Mel Watt (D-NC).

FRIDAY

ANANT RAUT
Senate Judiciary 

Committee

Anant Raut is Counsel to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, advising the 
minority on antitrust, intellectual 
property, and other issues.  He most 
recently served in the Obama 
Administration as Counsel to the 
past two Assistant Attorneys General 
for the Department of Justice’s 
Antitrust Division.  

Tom currently serves as Counsel to the 
House Judiciary Committee 
Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual 
Property, and the Internet where he 
leverages decades of professional 
experience in government affairs, policy 
and litigation on behalf of the ABA, 
Boeing, PTO, law firm clients, as well as 
while serving as the first staffer in the 
White House's IPEC office and as a law 
clerk and staff attorney with the U.S. 
Court of Appeals of the Federal Circuit. 
Tom also served as a primary examiner at 
the PTO.

THOMAS L. STOLL
House Judiciary 

Committee



JEFFREY T. HSU 
International Trade 

Commission
Jeffrey T. Hsu is a Supervisory Attorney in 
the Office of Unfair Import Investigations, 
U.S. International Trade Commission, 
Washington, D.C.  Dr. Hsu holds a Ph.D. 
from Cornell University (Dept. of 
Geosciences), a J.D. from Cornell Law 
School, and a B.A. with Honors from 
Wesleyan University.  He is a member of 
the New York, New Jersey, and DC bars, 
and is admitted to practice before the 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office.

LUCY NOYOLA
International Trade 

Commission

Lucy Grace D. Noyola is an attorney-advisor in 
the Office of General Counsel at the U.S. 
International Trade Commission.  She advises 
the Commission on the adjudication of section 
337 investigations concerning intellectual 
property rights and unfair trade practices and 
defends the Commission’s decisions in such 
investigations before the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit.  Previously, Ms. Noyola 
was a counsel at Crowell & Moring LLP in 
Washington, D.C.

FRIDAY cont…

DAVID JOHANSON
International Trade 

Commission

THE HONORABLE 
CHARLES E. BULLOCK
International Trade 

Commission
David S. Johanson, a Republican of Texas, 

is the Vice Chairman of the U.S. 

International Trade Commission. Vice 

Chairman Johanson was designated Vice 

Chairman by President Barack Obama on 

August 11, 2016, for the term ending 

June 16, 2018. He was nominated to the 

USITC by President Obama on April 8, 

2011, and confirmed by the U.S. Senate 

on October 31, 2011.

Charles E. Bullock was named Chief 
Administrative Law Judge at the U.S. 
International Trade Commission in 
October 2011, after serving as Acting 
Chief Administrative Law Judge for 
two months. He was appointed as an 
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) at the 
USITC in May 2002. Prior to his USITC 
appointment, he served as an ALJ with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

CLINT GERDINE
International Trade 

Commission
Clint A. Gerdine serves as an Attorney 

Advisor for the U.S. International 

Trade Commission. As part of his 

duties, Mr. Gerdine advises the 

Commission regarding the review of 

Initial Determinations from the 

Administrative Law Judge, relating to 

enforcement of Section 337 

violations, to produce a Commission 

final determination.
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The Honorable Jimmie V. Reyna is a 
Circuit Judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. Prior to his appointment, 
Judge Reyna practiced 
international trade and customs 
law and policy in Washington, D.C. 
for over 25 years. Judge Reyna also 
served as 2006-2017 National 
President for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association.

THE HONORABLE 
PETER M. REYES, JR.

ERICA V. MASON

The Honorable Peter M. Reyes, Jr. is a 
judge on the Minnesota Court of Appeals. 
He served as the 2012-2013 National 
President for the Hispanic National Bar 
Association and on the Board of Trustees 
for William Mitchell College of Law. Prior 
to his appointment, Judge Reyes was a 
partner at Barnes & Thornburg LLP and 
was also a Senior IP Lawyer at Cargill, Inc. 
for 12 years.

Erica is the President of the Hispanic 
National Bar Association. She is also a 
Partner in the Atlanta, GA, office of 
national labor and employment law firm 
Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete, 
LLP. In that role, she serves as regional 
and national defense counsel to large 
and medium-sized companies across 
the United States, primarily in the 
hospitality, retail, manufacturing, 
healthcare, and education sectors.

Mick is a Senior Attorney currently 
supporting the Media and Entertainment 
Group and Retail Merchandising Group at 
Microsoft Corporation. Mick has been 
with Microsoft since 2001 and has 
supported several product groups over 
his career. Mick is a Regional President 
(Region XVI) for the HNBA. Prior to 
Microsoft, Mick was a business and 
finance attorney with the firm of Ballard, 
Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP in 
Philadelphia, where he specialized in 
corporate finance, intellectual property 
and mergers and acquisitions.

Catherine is a Senior Attorney at 
Microsoft, supporting O365 and 
Outlook engineering teams. Catherine 
started her legal career as a business, 
corporate, and securities attorney at 
Perkins Coie in Seattle, and has since 
worked at various in-house legal 
departments. She is a deputy regional 
president for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association. She has two 
daughters, one is a student at the 
University of Washington and one is in 
high school.

MICK KONOWAL CATHERINE ROMERO

THE HONORABLE 
JIMMIE V. REYNA

Jennifer is the President-Elect of the 
Hispanic National Bar Association and 
an IPLI Director since the program’s 
inception. She is also the Executive 
Director of Worldwide Litigation for 
Lenovo where she is responsible for 
all IP and commercial litigation 
worldwide.  Jennifer's practice focuses 
on intellectual property litigation and 
strategic counseling on patent, 
trademark, trade secret and copyright 
matters.

JENNIFER SALINAS



Alba is the HNBA COO & Executive Director. 
She has over 18 years of experience in 
operations, public, corporate and 
government relations, strategic 
communications, and business/programs 
development and management. She 
monitors the HNBA’s financial operations 
and works closely with the HNBA Executive 
Committee and Board of Governors on all 
programs and executive-level decisions 
regarding the organization.

ALBA CRUZ-HACKER ERIKA LOPEZTELLO

ZACHARY AL-TABBAA

Erika is the HNBA Director of Operations. 
She has over 15 years of experience in 
logistics and operations, and over 7 years of 
experience in the development and 
implementation of marketing and 
communication strategies. Her 
responsibilities include developing and 
executing initiatives that foster the 
organization’s efficiency and growth; and 
collaborating with both internal and external 
stakeholders to execute the organization’s 
work and mission.

Carla is the HNBA Director of 
Administration & Management. She 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology 
from Hollins University in Roanoke, VA 
and a Master’s in Nonprofit 
Management from the University of 
Central Florida in Orlando, FL. She has 
over 10 years of experience in 
nonprofit organizations working on 
program management, operations, 
and collaborative partnerships.

DARCY MEHTA CARLA MARTIN

Darcy is the HNBA Communications & 
Membership Assistant Director. She 
utilizes her background in writing, graphic 
design, production, and media to assist 
the HNBA with all communications, 
creative branding, and information and 
marketing materials. Darcy supports 
HNBA members across the country and 
works with leadership in the planning and 
implementation of special projects, 
signature events, and key initiatives. 

HNBA National 
Office



ALAYNA ALARIANA DMCP
Senior Account Executive

RACHEL SIERACKE
Event Manager

STEPHANIE LAY
Event Manager

Rachel is a local Virginia resident, who 
does corporate events, large and small, 
across the country as an event manager 
for CSI DMC. She is from Chicago, IL, but 
has lived in the DC area for two years. She 
is a volunteer volleyball coach and enjoys 
traveling and spending time with her 
family. 

IPLI Event Team

Stephanie is a native to Falls Church, 
Virginia, and has been working with 
Capitol Services, Inc. for five years. When 
she’s not running around managing 
events, she’s off traveling or plotting her 
next adventure. 2018 marks her 6th year 
working with the HNBA/Microsoft IPLI.

Alayna Alariana has been in the events industry for over 30 
years. As immediate past president of our industries association, 
she understands the drive and passion that HNBA members 
needed to put forward a program such as the IPLI. “In my very 
first meeting with HNBA, I knew I wanted to be a part of what 
they were trying to create with IPLI. I was the author of my 
industries text book on Intellectual Property. It was a difficult 
and intriguing field. Growing up in Southern California, I knew 
the struggles for Latinos. To make this program happen, we 
needed to think outside the box, and we did.” Alayna is a single 
mom of an adopted Latino son. She strives every day to show 
him anything is possible.

“



• Arent Fox LLP
• Ballard Spahr LLP
• Davis Wright Tremaine
• Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, 

Garrett & Dunner LLP
• Fish & Richardson PC.
• Merchant & Gould
• Perkins Coie LLP
• Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
• Sidley Austin LLP
• Workman Nydegger

The IPLI is a trail-blazing and bold partnership designed to increase the number of Latino 
lawyers practicing intellectual property law in the United States (currently at 1.8%). 
Launched in 2013, IPLI is an intensive, week-long immersion program for law students 
interested in practicing  intellectual property (IP) law, including patents, copyrights, trade 
secrets and trademarks, among other technology related legal issues. Admission to the 
program is highly competitive, and only 25 Latino law students are selected to participate 
each year from applicants throughout the United States. To date, 129 IPLI students have 
completed the program, and approximately 75% of IPLI alumni who have graduated from 
law school are now working in legal positions related to IP law.

The HNBA thanks the following 
law firms for their support:

IPLI is generously 
supported through a 

Strategic Partnership with: 

https://hnba.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Microsoft.png

