
 

1 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

HNBA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW INSTITUTE (IPLI)1  

PATENT BAR2 & BAR PREP COURSE SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

The IPLI is a week-long immersion program that works to remedy the underrepresentation of Latinx lawyers in 

IP law. While Hispanics constitute 18% of the U.S. population, they represent only 5% of U.S. attorneys.  And at 

about 2% of the IP attorney population, Hispanic IP attorneys are severely underrepresented.  Launched in 2013, 

with the support of its corporate sponsor Microsoft, the IPLI was tasked with addressing the underrepresentation 

of Hispanic lawyers in IP law. Since that time, 150 law students (“IPLI Scholars”) have completed the program. 

We are proud to report that approximately 75% of our IPLI Scholars admitted to the Bar are now IP-related legal 

professionals! This is an indication of the program’s direct impact on the diversity of this critical practice area. 

However, we are cognizant that many of our scholars need financial assistance to prepare them to succeed in this 

profession.  
 

The HNBA is proud to announce the first IPLI Patent Bar and IPLI Bar Prep Course Scholarships! A total of six 

(6) scholarships will be awarded: three IPLI scholars will receive financial assistance to complete the Patent Bar 

preparatory course and related Patent Bar Exam fees, and three scholars will receive assistance to pay for the state 

Bar preparatory course. 
   

Applicants must meet the below criteria to be considered for the scholarships: 
 

1. Graduate from the HNBA’s IPLI 
 

2. Submit Proof of Acceptance to Sit for the Patent Bar (Patent Bar Scholarship) or Final Law School 

Transcripts (Bar Prep Course Scholarship)  

Patent Bar Only: For general requirements for admission to the examination for registration to practice 

in patent cases before the USPTO, see: 

https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OED_GRB.pdf 
 

3. Submit Personal Statement (800 words max) 
 

Your statement should indicate your IPLI year and the benefits/impact that the IPLI has had on your 

career. It should also reflect, among other characteristics, your honesty, trustworthiness, diligence, 

reliability, integrity, and commitment to the Hispanic community. In addition, please explain your basis 

for seeking financial support and identify any support systems on which you currently rely (e.g., family, 

friends, loans, etc.). Finally, it should describe your goals for advancing Hispanic representation in 

intellectual property. 
 

PLEASE APPLY ONLINE HERE. 
 

Questions? Jorge F. Gonzalez, Co-Chair, HNBA IP Section, Jorge.Gonzalez@finnegan.com                        

Carla Martin, HNBA Director of Programs, cmartin@hnba.com 

                                                 
1 The IPLI is a joint enterprise with the HNBA VIA Fund. 
2 “Patent Bar” refers to the Examination for Registration to Practice in Patent Cases before the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office (“USPTO”). 
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