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 Before the devastation of Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rican universities were graduating 
more Hispanic Engineering Majors than any state in the United States.1 Puerto Rico is open for 
business again, and so are its universities and entrepreneurs. Startup accelerators and incubators 
like Parallel 18 and Grupo Guayacan embody the entrepreneurial spirit by welcoming to the 
island startups from around the globe to help those companies scale and foster growth in Puerto 
Rico. The HNBA commends these efforts and would like to help by sponsoring the 2019 
Intellectual Property Symposium. 
 
 The IP Symposium is tailored to startups, entrepreneurs, future entrepreneurs, academics, 
and students on the island. The symposium’s goal is to educate those companies and individuals 
in IP basics including IP procurement, valuation, and enforcement. Our panelists are IP 
professionals, including law firm and in-house attorneys, with varied technical backgrounds and 
decades of experience in the field. 
 
The HNBA Intellectual Property Law Section invites you to join us for the 2019 Intellectual 
Property Symposium. 
 
Who: Startups, entrepreneurs, future entrepreneurs, academics, and students interested in 

starting or growing their own business or in protecting their innovations. 
 
What: Panel discussions on IP-related issues for entrepreneurs. The panelists will include a mix 

of in-house attorneys and law firm attorneys, all with diverse technology backgrounds. 
Following the panels, all are welcome for an evening meet-and-greet reception. 

 
When: Friday, February 15, 2019, at 11 AM AST. 
 
Where: Ferraiuoli, LLC, 221 Avenida Juan Ponce de León, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00917 
 
RSVP: https://hnba.com/2019-hnba-intellectual-property-symposium/ 
 
Questions? Contact Jorge Gonzalez, IP Law Section Co-Chair, at jorge.gonzalez@finnegan.com  
                                                 
1 Brian L. Yoder, Engineering by the Numbers, (2015), available at https://www.asee.org/papers-
and-publications/publications/college-profiles/15EngineeringbytheNumbersPart1.pdf; (2016), 
available at  https://www.asee.org/documents/papers-and-publications/publications/college-
profiles/16Profile-Front-Section.pdf; (2017), available at 
https://www.asee.org/documents/papers-and-publications/publications/college-profiles/2017-
Engineering-by-Numbers-Engineering-Statistics.pdf.  
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Panel 1: Intellectual Property Preparation and Prosecution 
 
Time:  11:00 AM–11:50 AM 
Abstract: Intellectual property begins in the mind of the innovator and ends with recognized 

rights in the innovation. Whether it be a piece of art, source code, a 
pharmaceutical composition, or otherwise, authors and inventors are entitled to 
secure for limited periods exclusive rights to those writings and discoveries. This 
panel will discuss the process of IP procurement from conception and reduction to 
practice through the basic requirements for procuring rights in the new matter. 

 
Panel 2: Intellectual Property Valuation 
 
Time:  12:30 PM–1:20 PM 
Abstract: A company’s intellectual property portfolio is a valuable asset if properly utilized. 

Whether creating new IP or acquiring, selling, or licensing it, a company must 
first determine the IP’s worth. This panel will discuss various strategies for 
determining the worth of IP assets. Panelists will also discuss strategies for 
leveraging an IP portfolio to maximize its return on investment. 

 
Panel 3: Strategic Partnerships 
 
Time:  1:20 PM–2:10 PM 
Abstract: Strategic partnerships may be a necessity for a startup looking to grow and scale 

its business. Whether it be joint research, manufacturing, or in-licensing 
technology, all partners should be aware of each other’s IP rights. This panel will 
discuss the risks and benefits of strategic partnerships and how best to protect 
one’s intellectual property when forming a strategic partnership. 

 
Panel 4: Intellectual Property Enforcement 
 
Time:  2:20 PM–3:10 PM 
Abstract: Intellectual property rights grant to their owner certain protections from 

competitors, knockoffs, plagiarism, and other forms of copying. A company’s 
profit margin may depend on its ability to stop someone from copying its IP. This 
panel will discuss various strategies for enforcing IP including timing, venue 
selection, and dispute resolution. 

 
Evening Meet-and-Greet: time and location TBD. 


