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Eri D. Aguilar

Victoria Angulo

Law School: Howard University
School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: University of
Southern California
Bio: I strive to be the type
of advocate that is a social
engineer that exploits the
constitution to empower
disenfranchised communities.
My most memorable
experience studying patent
law is directing my first
inventor disclosure meeting;
the inventor’s excitement
while describing the invention
was unforgettable.

Law School: University of San
Diego, School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: University of
California, Irvine
Bio: I’m a native of Central
California and a firstgeneration college graduate.
I have a strong interest in
trade secrets, autonomous
vehicles, data privacy, and
pharmaceutical patents.

Joao P. Costa

Oliver Francisco
Ennis

Law School: Loyola University
School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: Eastern
Michigan University
Bio: Joao Costa is a Technical
Marketing Specialist and
an experienced Chemical
Engineer at BASF. He was born
in Brazil and at the age of 17
immigrated by himself to the
U.S. in pursuit of a better life.
Joao is a big picture kind of
individual. He enrolled in Law
School after noticing gaps in
the intersections of different
corporate functions. His
ultimate goal is to assist other
driven individuals to reach
their dreams.

Law School: Boston College
Law School 2021
Undergraduate: Stanford
University
Bio: I lived in Mexico for
several years while growing
up and recently finished up
seven years as an active duty
army officer. I am interested in
intellectual property, privacy,
and criminal law. I enjoy
working on teams that tackle
difficult problems, traveling
with my fiancé, and hanging
out with my dog, Teddy.

Karla Irais
Ballesteros

Law School: Loyola Law
School, Los Angeles 2020
Undergraduate: Mount Saint
Mary’s University, Los Angeles
Bio: Karla Ballesteros is a firstgeneration Mexican American
student and a rising 3L at
Loyola Law. Karla is an active
member of the Mexican
American Bar Association and
the Latinx organization on her
campus. While in law school,
Karla developed a fascination
and passion for data privacy
and its intersectionality with
the law. In addition to the
long hours spent in the library,
Karla keeps busy by boxing
and running.

Yesenia Flores

Law School: UC Berkeley
School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: George
Washington University
Bio: Yesenia Flores grew
up in Houston, Texas and
received a B.S. in Biology
from the George Washington
University. Her experience
includes working as a legal
assistant at Skadden (DC), a
legal investigations specialist
at Google (Mountain View,
CA), and most recently as a
Public Policy and Government
Affairs intern at Waymo
(Mountain View, CA).

Evan Thomas Chavez

Law School: Tulane University
Law School 2020
Undergraduate: University of
California, Irvine
Bio: I am a former teacher
from Los Angeles and 3D
printing journalist with an MFA.
By blending disciplines and
experiences, I look forward to
integrating such elements into
a legal career with a focus on
intellectual property.

Isabel Amanda
Severin Gonzalez

Law School: St. Thomas
University 2020
Undergraduate: Roberts
Wesleyan College
Bio: Isabel Gonzalez, a
Frédéric Bastiat Fellow, is
a first-generation college
graduate and now has a
Masters degree from New
York University and another
from Universidad de Alcalá de
Henares in Madrid. Isabel will
be interning for NASA over
the summer and will begin her
final year of Law School in the
Fall. She is primarily interested
in specializing in Intellectual
Property Law within the field
of Space Law.
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Joshua Gonzalez

Law School: Georgetown
University Law Center 2020
Undergraduate: St.
John’s University
Bio: I am a first generation
law student of Puerto Rican
decent with a strong intention
of speaking for people who
don’t have a voice. My law
school experience has taught
me so much about a world
that I didn’t understand at
all, especially about the great
injustices that are going on.
I look forward to learning
how IP law can protect ideas/
innovation in today’s everchanging creative market.

Alana Bonnell
Goycochea

Law School: Penn State
Dickinson Law 2020
Undergraduate: UC San Diego
Bio: I am a San Diego
native attending Penn
State Dickinson Law. I am
interested in the intersection
of technology and IP law.

Danielle Hernandez

Kassandra Irizarry

Law School: Emory Law
School 2020
Undergraduate: Florida
State University
Bio: I am a rising 3L
pursuing entertainment and
intellectual property law. I am
originally from Miami, Florida.
In my free time I like to sing
and play guitar.

Law School: Brooklyn Law
School 2020
Undergraduate: John Jay
College of Criminal Justice
Bio: Kassandra Irizarry was
born and raised in Florida,
and moved to New York to
pursue her education as a
first-generation student. She
is excited about exploring
career options within the
legal field and has gained a
growing interest in intellectual
property and technology
law. Her passion for music,
fashion, and new innovations
in technology have brought
her to these interests.

Camila “CJ”
Fuenzalida Nunez

Allen Loayza

Mario Martinez

Gabriella Montes

Law School: Northeastern
University School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: University of
Massachusetts Amherst
Bio: I am a rising 3L at
Northeastern University School
of Law who is interested in
intellectual property litigation.
Prior to law school, I was an
entrepreneur and programmer
who founded several tech
startups. I’m excited to
combine my background in
technology with my legal
education and work with
both startups and established
companies on their intellectual
property needs.

Law School: University of
Miami School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: Villanova
University
Bio: Mario is a Cuban born
first-generation college
graduate. Using his science
background, Mario has already
started to help entrepreneurs
by working at Malloy Malloy, a
boutique IP law firm in Miami,
Florida. In his spare time,
Mario enjoys spending time
with his family, travelling, and
watching/playing basketball.

Law School: New York Law
School 2021
Undergraduate: Lafayette
College
Bio: I am a rising 2L attending
New York Law School. My
passion for technological
advancement and
commitment to protect the
patent rights from innovative
companies across a variety of
industries led me to pursue
a law degree with a focus in
Patent Law. In my free time,
you can find me on the back 9,
on the tennis court, or traveling.
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Law School: Lewis & Clark Law
School 2021
Undergraduate: University of
California Santa Cruz
Bio: I am a proud Chilean
immigrant and rising 2L
student who is passionate
about sharing my Latinidad and
other identities within the legal
community. My interest in IP
comes from my background in
cosmetics and biology where
I learned how fundamental
IP law is to protecting the
interests of businesses and
creative individuals.

Alexandra
Payne-Rodriguez

Gabriel
Ramirez-Hernandez

Law School: UNT Dallas
College of Law 2021
Undergraduate: University of
Nebraska-Lincoln
Bio: I am a first-generation
law student from Denton,
Texas, but I currently reside
in Dallas and am a rising 2L
at UNT Dallas College of Law.
I hold a B.S. in Biology from
the University of NebraskaLincoln, and I am primarily
interested in intellectual
property. In my spare time,
I enjoy playing basketball,
reading psychological thrillers,
traveling internationally, and
drinking as much coffee as
humanly possible.

Law School: Mitchell Hamline
School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: University of
Minnesota Twin Cities
Bio: With a broad language
skill set and a global
perspective, Gabriel is
interested in helping multinational organizations
protect their intellectual
property domestically and
abroad. Motivated by their
implications to neighboring
countries, Gabriel has
researched and written on
two recent international
trade agreements—USCMA
and CPTPP—which modify
significant areas of protection
under Mexican jurisprudence.

Daniela Sanchez

Veronica Sanchez

Law School: The University of
Michigan Law School 2021
Undergraduate: University of
Massachusetts Amherst
Bio: I was born in Colombia
and raised in Boston. Prior
to law school, I worked as
a technology analyst. I am
interested in impact
investing and I hope to
work with companies who
are using technology to drive
social change.

Law School: University of
Pennsylvania Law School 2020
Undergraduate: Vanderbilt
University
Bio: I am a Miami native and
rising 3L at Penn Law. I enjoy
baking and scrapbooking and
I am interested in how IP law
can protect both the IP owner
and other users.

India Rios

Law School: DePaul University
College of Law 2020
Undergraduate: The Ohio
State University
Bio: India is a first generation
college graduate. Prior to
attending college, India served
in the United States Navy as an
Aviation Administrationmen.
India currently co-host’s an
Intellectual Property Law
Podcast called The Dripp List.
As someone who recognizes
the value in being business
savvy as a future attorney, India
owns and operates the Solo
Genie, which is an independent
law clerk service that provides
lawyers with temporary law
clerks on a contractual basis.

Marco Henry
Santamaria

Law School: University of New
Mexico School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: University of
California San Diego
Bio: As a researcher and
inventor, I understood that
innovation was more than
a flash of genius—it was a
massive input of energy,
labor, and emotion. By
pursuing a career in patent
law, I feel that I can help
inventors translate their
efforts into something they
can use and market. As a
3L, I am working to increase
interest in intellectual
property at my law school
and mentor students
interested in the field.

Nefi Roberto
Oliva Romero

Law School: Brigham Young
Law School 2021
Undergraduate: Brigham
Young University
Bio: I was born in El Salvador
and grew up in Utah. I am
a mechanical engineer, and
I love building robots and
repairing machines. I just
finished my first year of law
school, and I am excited to
learn more.

Liat Angela Sanz

Law School: The John Marshall
Law School 2020
Undergraduate: University
of Florida
Bio: As a first-generation
Puerto Rican law student, I
am interested in pursuing a
career in intellectual property
law. Currently, I am a Staff
Editor for the Review of
Intellectual Property Law at
The John Marshall Law School
in Chicago, IL. I believe in the
importance of innovation,
and intellectual property
law is a field of the law
that should have more
Hispanic representation.
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Rosemary
Catalina Tamayo

Law School: Southwestern
Law School 2021
Undergraduate: University of
California, Los Angeles
Bio: I am a proud firstgeneration college graduate
whose love for the arts, media,
and entertainment has fueled
a passion to pursue a legal
career in entertainment. I
strive to be a role model for
young Latinas who seek to
pursue higher education and
dream of one day establishing
themselves in this field.

Ana Maria Teixeira

Law School: Northeastern
University School of Law 2021
Undergraduate: University of
Sao Paulo
Bio: I am a former
neurobiology researcher with
a master’s in Biotechnology
and passionate about IP,
health care and technology
transfer. These interests stem
from my experience as a
researcher in Brazil, where I
investigated the interaction
between biological and
environmental factors with the
development of psychiatric
disorders in children. In
the US, I have worked as a
patent tech specialist at a law
firm, and I have worked to
improve the protection and
commercialization of new life
sciences technologies.

Rosa Villa

Gabriela Zapata

Law School: University of
Miami School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: Florida
International University
Bio: I am a rising 3L at UM
law where I am earning my
JD. I am also an intern at
UM’s Office of Tech Transfer
where I assist patent lawyers
in licensing UM’s proprietary
bio-medical technology.
My interest in intellectual
property law stems from
a desire to level the often
imbalanced bargaining
power between inventors
and industry, through quality
legal representation.

Law School: St. John’s
University School of Law 2021
Undergraduate: Florida
Atlantic University
Bio: I went to Florida Atlantic
University and majored in
Neuroscience and Behavior with
a minor in French and I am a
1L at St John’s University. From
South Florida originally, but I
now call New York home.
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Genesis Tejeda

Law School: UC Berkeley,
School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: University at
Albany, SUNY
Bio: I am of EcuadorianDominican descent and was
born and raised in Queens,
NY. I majored in Accounting
and Business Administration
at University at Albany,
SUNY and am now pursuing
my JD at the University of
California, Berkeley School of
Law. I spent my 1L summer
at Dropbox and that is what
instilled in me an interest in
intellectual property law.

Eric Francisco
Vicente-Flores

Law School: Seattle University
School of Law 2020
Undergraduate: Spring
Hill College
Bio: I was born and raised
in Puerto Rico. As part of
a military family, I also
lived in South Korea and
Colombia. After completing
my studies, I would like to
work within the intersection
of intellectual property,
business, and cyber law.
My long term career goals
are to serve as in-house
counsel to a technology
company, mentor students
of color in the legal field,
and conduct pro bono
work that empowers
minority communities.
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CORPORATE
SPONSORS
& MENTORS

Joe Ramirez

Chi Chang

Corporate Sponsor: Adobe
Bio: Joe Ramirez is the Vice
President of Licensing and
Associate General Counsel of
Adobe Systems Incorporated.
In this position, he manages
a 65+ person organization,
including Adobe’s piracy
conversion team. Ramirez
is responsible for providing
legal support for all of Adobe’s
channel and enterprise
licensing programs currently
operating at a $5-billiondollar annual run rate.

Corporate Sponsor: Apple
Bio: Chi Chang is Lead Patent
Counsel at Apple. She heads
Apple’s Patent Group, which
is responsible for strategic
creation and management of
Apple’s worldwide patent and
design portfolios, including
patent acquisition, analysis,
diligence, licensing, standards,
and policy. In her time at
Apple, Chi also has managed
patent portfolios for a variety
of technologies, including
sensing, displays, media
processing, user interaction,
and operating systems.

Allen Lo

Probir Mehta

Corporate Sponsor: Facebook
Bio: Allen is Head of IP
for Facebook, where he is
responsible Facebook’s IP
matters globally. Before
Facebook, Allen was Head of
Patents at Google and VP of IP
at Juniper Networks. He‘s also
worked in private practice at
Finnegan Henderson and the
public sector as a federal law
clerk and as an examiner at the
USPTO. Allen received his JD
from Georgetown University
Law Center.

Corporate Sponsor: Facebook
Bio: Probir Mehta leads global
intellectual property (IP) policy
at Facebook. Previously, he
served as Assistant USTR for
Innovation & IP at the Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative.
Probir also practiced law at
Covington & Burling LLP and
clerked for the Honorable
Federico A. Moreno (S.D.
Fla.). Probir holds a B.A. from
the University of Michigan, a
MSc. from the London School
of Economics and Political
Science, and a J.D. from the
George Washington University
Law School.

Anna Mayergoyz
Weinberg

Corporate Sponsor: Apple
Bio: Anna Mayergoyz Weinberg
is Senior Standards Counsel
at Apple. She works closely
within the company and with
other companies to manage
legal policy, processes and
matters related to participation
in technical standards
organizations, consortia, and
special interest groups. Prior to
joining Apple this year, Anna
was a patent litigator at Sidley
Austin, handling Federal Circuit
appeals, PTAB proceedings,
ITC investigations, and district
court litigations across the
technology spectrum.

Morvarid “Mo”
Metanat

Corporate Sponsor: Facebook
Bio: Mo is an Associate General
Counsel at Facebook where she
advises the company’s product
teams on intellectual property
matters, including copyright,
trademark, music, and publicity
right issues. Prior to joining
Facebook, Mo was Corporate
Counsel, Director of Business
Affairs at Pandora Media where
she oversaw the company’s
royalty rate court and copyright
litigation. Ms. Metanat began
her at the law firm of Orrick,
Herrington, and Sutcliffe LLP
where she practiced intellectual
property litigation.

Jeff Myers

Corporate Sponsor: Apple
Bio: Jeff Myers is Apple’s
Chief IP Counsel. His team
is responsible for strategic
creation and management
of Apple’s worldwide patent,
design, trademark, and
copyright portfolios; IP
licensing and transactions,
including risk reduction,
value extraction, and
conflict resolution; strategic
development of Apple’s
standards and open source
policies; and IP enforcement
to eliminate counterfeit
products from the market.
Prior to his current role, Jeff
was the head of Apple’s Patent
Group and Adobe’s first Chief
Patent Counsel.

Suzanne Michel

Corporate Sponsor: Google
Bio: Suzanne Michel is Senior
Patent Counsel at Google where
she focuses on patent policy
from Google’s Washington, D.C.
office. Before joining Google in
2011, she was Deputy Director in
the Office of Policy Planning at
the Federal Trade Commission
where she worked on patent
policy and IP/antitrust issues
and headed the project on the
“Evolving IP Marketplace.” She
was previously a patent litigator
at the Department of Justice.
Following graduation from Boalt
Hall School of law, she served as
a law clerk to the Honorable
Paul R. Michel (no relation) at
the Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit.
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Alex Ponce de Leon

Bryan Browning

Jennifer Salinas

Anup Shah

Corporate Sponsor: Google
Bio: Alex Ponce de Leon is
corporate litigation counsel
for Google LLC. focusing on
discovery issues. At Google
he develops and implements
discovery strategies for a
wide variety of complex
litigation matters. Prior to
joining Google, Alex was a
senior litigation counsel at
Intel. Alex began his legal
career as a litigator at Pillsbury
Winthrop Shaw Pittman.
Before practicing law, Alex
was a policy advisor for the
California State Legislature
and a management consultant
for Accenture.

Corporate Sponsor: Lenovo
Bio: Bryan is the VP of
Programs for the Hispanic
National Bar Association and
is Senior Counsel, Commercial
Litigation at Lenovo. In addition
to the HNBA, Bryan is involved
with many organizations that
are focused on empowering
diverse professionals and
working to create solutions
to diversity and equality
gaps in the legal community.
Bryan serves on the National
Diversity Advisory Board for
the Office of Equality and
Diversity at the University
of Minnesota, and has been
recognized as an Attorney of
the Year by Minnesota Lawyer
and a Top Lawyer Under 40 by
the HNBA.

Corporate Sponsor: Lenovo
Bio: Jennifer is the National
President of the Hispanic
National Bar Association
and an IPLI Director since
the program’s inception.
She is also the Executive
Director of Worldwide
Litigation for Lenovo where
she is responsible for all IP
and commercial litigation
worldwide. Jennifer’s practice
focuses on intellectual
property litigation and
strategic counseling on patent,
trademark, trade secret and
copyright matters.

Corporate Sponsor: Lenovo
Bio: Anup is Senior Intellectual
Property Litigation Counsel
at Lenovo where he helps
manage Lenovo’s and its
affiliates’ patent litigation
matters worldwide. Prior to
joining Lenovo, he was in
private practice with King
& Spalding and Troutman
Sanders for over ten years.

Erich Andersen

Dave Green

Brianna
Hinojosa-Smith

Mick Konowal

Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Erich Andersen is
Corporate Vice President and
Chief IP Counsel at Microsoft
with responsibility for leading
the company’s Intellectual
Property Group. He joined
Microsoft in 1995 and was
previously Vice President and
Deputy General Counsel for
the company’s Office and
Windows product divisions.
Before joining Microsoft,
Andersen served as a law clerk
on the Ninth Circuit and the
United States District Court.
He began his law practice
with Davis Wright Tremaine in
Seattle, Washington.

Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Dave Green is Assistant
General Counsel to Microsoft
and leads its Copyright
and Trade Secret Practices
team. Dave’s team counsels
Microsoft business divisions
on complex IP matters
impacting devices, cloud and
online services, and artificial
intelligence (AI) platforms.
Dave’s team also engaged
in global copyright policy
advocacy and is actively
involved in copyright, trade
secret, amicus, legislative, and
related regulatory matters.
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Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Ms. Hinojosa-Smith is CoChair for the Hispanic National
Bar Association’s Intellectual
Property Law Section. She is
also a Senior Patent Attorney
at Microsoft. In addition to
patent prosecution, her role
also includes leading a team
of attorneys that support the
Devices business’ (including
Xbox / Gaming and Surface),
managing conflict matters and
supporting licensing efforts.

Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Mick is a Senior Attorney
currently supporting the Media
and Entertainment Group and
Retail Merchandising Group at
Microsoft Corporation. Mick
has been with Microsoft since
2001 and has supported several
product groups over his career.
Mick is a Regional President
(Region XVI) for the HNBA.
Prior to Microsoft, Mick was a
business and finance attorney
with the firm of Ballard,
Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll,
LLP in Philadelphia, where he
specialized in corporate finance,
intellectual property and
mergers and acquisitions.

Micky Minhas

Catherine Romero

Simon Ruan

Frank Torres

Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: For the past 6. 5 years,
Micky Minhas serves as Vice
President of IP licensing at
Microsoft. Micky oversees the
patent and patent licensing
strategy for Microsoft and
manages a diverse team
that includes legal, business
and technical professionals
who are responsible for IP
in-bound and out-bound
licensing, cross-licensing and
divestitures. The team also
comprises group of engineers
with a deep knowledge of
technologies, and work on
analysis of Microsoft’s patent
portfolio, licensing programs,
and litigation and acquisitions.

Coporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Catherine is a Senior
Attorney at Microsoft,
supporting O365 and Outlook
engineering teams. Catherine
started her legal career as
a business, corporate, and
securities attorney at Perkins
Coie in Seattle, and has since
worked at various in house
legal departments. She is a
deputy regional president
for the Hispanic National
Bar Association. She has two
daughters, one is a student at
the University of Washington
and one is in high school.

Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Simon Ruan is a senior
attorney at Microsoft’s
Corporate, External and Legal
Affairs Department (CELA)
since 2003. Mr. Ruan supports
Microsoft Dynamics 365
within the Cloud and Artificial
Intelligence Division and
focuses his practice primarily on
intellectual property licensing,
privacy and cybersecurity.
Mr. Ruan is responsible for
overseeing Microsoft’s Finance
and Operations (F&O) portfolio
of services and providing legal
advice on all matters related
to software development and
cloud operations.

Corporate Sponsor: Microsoft
Bio: Frank Torres is the
Director of Consumer
Affairs and a Senior Policy
Counsel for Microsoft’s US
Government Affairs team.
He leads the company’s
engagement strategy with
consumer, privacy and other
advocates. He helps to
direct the company’s federal
policy activity and strategy
on privacy and emerging
technologies, like artificial
intelligence. He represents
Microsoft’s interests on those
issues before Congress,
the administration, and
other stakeholders.
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LAW FIRM
SPONSORS
& MENTORS

Nicole Giuntoli

Law Firm Fellow: Davis
Wright Tremaine
Bio: Nicole Marie Giuntoli
represents production
companies, television
networks, venture capital,
and startups in a wide variety
of transactional matters.
Nicole provides counseling
on podcast development,
television development, and
production legal services for
film and television.

Eugenio J.
Torres-Oyola

Law Firm Fellow: Ferraiuoli LLC
Bio: Eugenio is the Managing
Partner of the firm and Chair
of its Intellectual Property
Practice Group. He concentrates
his practice on intellectual
property and technology, and
entertainment law. Eugenio is an
active promoter of high impact
entrepreneurship and angel
investing in Puerto Rico. He has
collaborated for many years with
Grupo Guayacán and other nonprofit entities such as the Puerto
Rico Science and Technology
Trust, Small Business Technology
Development Center, Puerto
Rico Entrepreneurship
Ecosystem, and others in
furthering entrepreneurship on
the Island.

Jose A. Hernandez

Wendy Kearns

Ruben Pagán

Law Firm Fellow: Davis
Wright Tremaine
Bio: Jose was born in
Guadalajara, Mexico, and
moved to the U.S. at a
young age. He joined DWT’s
Seattle office through their
1L Diversity Program. His
practice concentrates on
commercial agreements in the
Gaming, Artificial Intelligence,
and Augmented Reality/
Virtual Reality space, and
includes: working with AAA
video game franchises on
inbound/outbound licensing
to help them develop and
distribute their blockbuster
titles, negotiating various
eSports Agreements, and
helping companies deploying
new technologies navigate
outdated regulations.

Law Firm Fellow: Davis
Wright Tremaine
Bio: Wendy Kearns is the
Chair of the Technology
practice at DWT. She focuses
on technology transactions
and helps clients launch
products and structure
and negotiate complex
agreements in cloud,
internet of things, artificial
intelligence, AR/VR, FinTech,
advertising, video games, data
licensing, and other software
and hardware related
technology fields. She was
a software developer and in
business development prior
to practicing law.

Law Firm Fellow: Davis
Wright Tremaine
Bio: Ruben Pagán helps
clients procure, license,
and commercialize
technology and adjacent
services, including artificial
intelligence, robotics
and automation, cloud
computing, software and
software as a service, and
global logistics. Before joining
DWT as an Associate, Ruben
was a Contracts Manager in
Amazon.com’s Operations
Legal team and a graduate of
the University of Washington
and the University of Iowa
College of Law. Ruben is an
avid MLS and USMNT fan
and traveler.

Frank DeCosta

Mareesa Frederick

Jorge Gonzalez

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Frank DeCosta, Ph.D.,
is a partner in Finnegan’s
Washington DC office. He
leads the firm’s litigation
section and has significant
experience in patent
law related to complex
technologies. Frank has served
on the firm’s management and
compensation committees
and as leader of the firm’s
electrical and computer
technology practice group.
He was selected by On Being
a Black Lawyer to be profiled
as one of the 100 most
influential black attorneys in
the United States.

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Mareesa Frederick
is a partner in Finnegan’s
Washington, DC office.
She focuses on complex,
high-stakes IP litigation,
with a particular emphasis
on Section 337 proceedings
before the International Trade
Commission (ITC). She was
named by The Legal 500 U.S.
as a Next Generation Lawyer
for ITC patent litigation.
Mareesa also has extensive
experience counseling clients
on pre-trial strategy, strategic
licensing opportunities, and
patent portfolios.

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Jorge F. Gonzalez is
Co-Chair for the Hispanic
National Bar Association’s
Intellectual Property Law
Section. He is also an associate
at the Washington, D.C. law
firm of Finnegan, Henderson,
Farabow, Garrett & Dunner,
LLP. He practices patent
litigation with a focus on
chemical and pharmaceutical
technologies, including HatchWaxman litigation related
to Abbreviated New Drug
Applications (ANDA).
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Clara Jiménez

Naresh Kilaru

Cecilia Sanabria

Anand Sharma

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Clara Jiménez is an attorney
in Finnegan’s Washington, DC
office. She works closely with
clients of all sizes to develop
intellectual property solutions
tailored to their business
needs, including Fortune 100
companies and startups in the
chemical and medical device
industries. Her practice includes
client counseling and opinions,
patent prosecution, post-grant
proceedings before the USPTO,
litigation, and appeals. She
was selected as an “HNBA Top
Lawyer under 40” by
the Hispanic National
Bar Association.

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Naresh Kilaru is a partner
in Finnegan’s Washington,
DC office. He focuses on
trademark, unfair competition,
copyright, trade secret, and
right-of-publicity law. He
counsels clients on brand
protection and enforcement
strategies in the United States
and around the world. He is
a Fellow of the Leadership
Council on Legal Diversity.

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Cecilia Sanabria is
a partner in Finnegan’s
Washington DC office. She
focuses her practice on
complex patent litigation
and client counseling in
the mechanical, industrial,
and electrical fields. She
represents clients before
U.S. district courts and the
U.S. International Trade
Commission (ITC). She has
been selected as an “HNBA
Top Lawyer under 40” by
the Hispanic National Bar
Association and is a member
of the Hispanic Bar Association
of Washington, DC.

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Anand Sharma is a partner
in Finnegan’s Washington, DC
office. He tries cases before
judges and juries across the
country and manages patent
portfolios for several multibillion dollar companies.
A former NASA software
engineer, Anand comfortably
handles several complex
technologies. Anand has held
leadership roles at the firm
including first chair of Finnegan’s
diversity and inclusion
committee, mechanical practice
group leader, and member of
the management committee.
He currently co-leads the firm’s
India practice.

Sanya Sukduang

Ricardo “Riqui”
Bonilla

Felix Eyzaguirre

Danielle Mattessich

Law Firm Fellow: Fish &
Richardson PC.
Bio: Felix Eyzaguirre is a law
clerk in Fish & Richardson’s
Silicon Valley office. He
previously worked as a
summer associate for the firm,
where he focused on various
patent litigation matters. Felix
also participated in the HNBA
IPLI program in 2016.

Law Firm: Merchant & Gould
Bio: Danielle is an intellectual
property lawyer with a focus
on trademark law. She has
experience in all areas of
trademark prosecution,
including preparing trademark
clearance and availability
opinions, preparing and
prosecuting domestic and
international trademark
applications, and handling
appeals before the Trademark
Trial and Appeal Board.
Danielle also has experience in
trademark litigation matters,
where she prosecutes and
defends clients in oppositions
and cancellation proceedings.

Law Firm Fellow: Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Sanya Sukduang is
a partner in Finnegan’s
Washington, DC office He
has a dynamic practice
litigating matters concerning
Abbreviated New Drug
Applications challenges for
brand drug manufacturers,
diagnostic methods, biological
products and medical
devices. As a former chair
of Finnegan’s Diversity and
Inclusion Committee, Sanya is
committed to strengthening
diversity both within the firm
and throughout the legal
profession and was ranked as
Best Lawyers Under 40 by the
National Asian Pacific American
Bar Association.

Law Firm Fellow: Fish &
Richardson PC.
Bio: Ricardo “Riqui” Bonilla is an
Associate in Fish & Richardson’s
Dallas office. Riqui’s
practice includes all areas of
commercial and intellectual
property litigation, with an
emphasis on patents. Riqui
has represented hundreds of
clients in federal courts around
the country in intellectual
property disputes involving a
wide range of technologies,
including e-commerce and
web site systems, computer
network architecture, computer
software, encryption,
telecommunication, and
mobile applications.
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Tim Scull

Tony Zeuli

Q. Todd Dickinson

Law Firm: Merchant & Gould
Bio: Tim’s practice focuses
on complex patent portfolio
analysis and strategic patent
prosecution. In addition, he
provides infringement and
validity opinions with respect
to existing patents to help
clients monetize their IP
assets. He has been practicing
for over 20 years and has a
wide range of management
experience. As the former
managing partner for the
largest regional office of
Merchant and Gould, he sees
the whole picture, from project
staffing to final completion.

Law Firm: Merchant & Gould
Bio: Tony has considerable
experience representing
clients both in the courtroom
and in all aspects of litigation
through trial. He is budget- and
expectations-oriented, giving
his clients weekly updates on
their cases so they understand
what has happened and what is
upcoming. Tony specializes in
Intellectual Property litigation,
including patent, trademark,
and copyright litigation. He
has considerable experience
before the Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit, and
has handled patent and
copyright litigation in China for
multiple clients.

Brian McKnight

Iliana Peters

Juan Rossi

Bryan M. Westhoff

Law Firm Fellow: Polsinelli
Bio: Brian McKnight is adept
at working with companies
to develop patent portfolio
strategies that align with
companies’ overall visions
and plans. Brian drafts,
prosecutes and manages
patent applications for clients
of all sizes, from Fortune
500 companies to start-ups.
He often manages large and
complex international
patent portfolios. Brian
also has a strong interest
in early-stage companies,
having represented several
early-stage clients that
have achieved billiondollar valuations.

Law Firm Fellow: Polsinelli
Bio: Iliana is a preeminent
thinker and speaker on data
privacy and security, particularly
with regard to HIPAA, HITECH
Act, 21st Century Cures
Act, Genetic Information
Nondiscrimination Act (GINA),
Privacy Act, and emerging cyber
threats to health data. For over
a decade, she developed health
information privacy and security
policy for DHHS, including on
emerging technologies and
cyber threats, and enforced
HIPAA regulations through
spearheading multi-million
dollar settlement agreements
and civil money penalties.
Iliana also focused on training
individuals in the private and
public sectors on regulations
and policy, and on good data
privacy and security practices.

Law Firm Fellow: Polsinelli
Bio: Juan Rossi is a patent
attorney in the Washington,
D.C. office of Polsinelli.
Juan practices all areas of
patent law, with a focus on
patent prosecution. He has
prosecuted patents involving
a wide range of technologies,
including software, computer
architecture, machine learning,
encryption, e-commerce,
cloud computing, image
processing, and networking.
Juan also has prior experience
as an applications support
specialist and network
manager, where he developed
software solutions and
designed, implemented and
managed computer networks.

Law Firm Fellow: Polsinelli
Bio: Bryan Westhoff is a
creative, business-minded
litigator with substantial
experience handling a wide
variety of complex domestic
and international commercial
law cases, arbitrations, and
government investigations.
He has handled cases of all
sizes, including multiple “bet
the company” cases with more
than $1 billion in potential
exposure. Bryan’s primary areas
of practice include M&Arelated litigation (pre- and
post-closing), securities, and
financial litigation. Bryan also
has experience defending
consumer false advertising and
deceptive trade practice claims.

Law Firm Fellow: Polsinelli
Bio: Q. Todd Dickinson is
Senior Partner at the law firm
Polsinelli, PC, in Washington
DC, having previously served
as the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the
U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office. With over 40 years
of experience, Mr. Dickinson
has a broad and unique
background in all aspects of
IP, and is a frequent lecturer
on IP topics and advisor to
IP owners and policy makers
around the world.

Taras Gracey

Law Firm Fellow: Polsinelli
Bio: Taras Gracey is a trial
lawyer with more than
20 years of courtroom
experience. He has
represented both patent
owners and accused
infringers in a broad
spectrum of intellectual
property disputes focusing
on technology matters.
Taras’ litigation experience
spans the country, including
federal courts in California,
Delaware, Illinois, New Jersey,
New York, and Texas.
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Martin Bader

Emilio Cazares

Ximena Solano

Lai Yip

Law Firm Fellow: Sheppard
Mullin
Bio: Martin Bader is a Partner
and intellectual property
litigator for Sheppard Mullin.
Martin has decades of
experience in district court
litigation and post-grant
proceedings before the United
States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO). Martin has
extensive experience litigating
complex disputes regarding
the licensing of standardessential patents (SEPs) on
fair, reasonable, and nondiscriminatory (FRAND) terms
and conditions. Martin has also
been named as one of the “Top
Attorneys in the PTAB.

Law Firm Fellow: Sheppard
Mullin
Bio: Emilio Cazares is an
associate in the Intellectual
Property Practice Group in
the firm’s San Diego (Del
Mar) office. Emilio’s practice
includes patent drafting,
patent prosecution, patent
litigation matters, and IP due
diligence with a technical
focus in mechanical devices,
computer software, blockchain
technology, medical devices,
and electrical systems.

Law Firm Fellow: Sheppard
Mullin
Bio: Ximena Solano Suarez is
an associate in the Intellectual
Property Practice Group in
the firm’s San Diego (Del Mar)
office. Ms. Suarez specializes
in patent and trademark
protection and enforcement.
She has worked on numerous
patent and trademark
litigation matters, including
serving as co-counsel for
a trademark, trade dress
and copyright infringement
case before the United
States District Court for the
Southern District of Florida.

Law Firm Fellow: Sheppard
Mullin
Bio: Lai Yip is a Partner and
intellectual property litigator
for Sheppard Mullin. Ms. Yip
has extensive experience in
handling a broad range of
complex disputes, including
high-stakes litigation regarding
FRAND licensing of standardessential patents. She is Leader
of the firm’s China IP Team
and eDiscovery Team, and
serves as San Francisco lead
for the Leadership Council on
Legal Diversity. The Recorder
selected Ms. Yip as one of its
2018 Women Leaders in Tech
Law, Next Generation Honoree.

James B. Devaney

Bart Eppenauer

Kelly T. Feimster

Mike Gross

Law Firm Fellow: Shook Hardy
& Bacon LLP
Bio: James focuses on strategic
IP counseling and analysis to
help clients acquire, protect
and monetize IP and reduce
exposure. He knows how
to make complex subjects
understandable–he has adjunct
faculty appointments at two
law schools, is a frequent
speaker and author on patent
eligibility of computerrelated technologies, and
has drafted hundreds of
patent applications covering
machine learning and artificial
intelligence technologies.
James also cofounded Shook’s
cybersecurity practice,
and counsels clients on
cyberthreats, counterfeit/brand
protection, and compliance.

Law Firm Fellow: Shook Hardy
& Bacon LLP
Bio: Bart Eppenauer is a partner
in the Intellectual Property
Group of Shook, Hardy &
Bacon, and managing partner
of the firm’s Seattle office. His
practice at Shook focuses on
strategic IP counseling and
analysis, pre-litigation and
litigation defense strategy
and resolution, complex
commercial and IP transactions
and license agreements, and
technology and IP policy
advocacy. Prior to rejoining
Shook, Bart was the Chief
Patent Counsel at Microsoft for
more than a decade.

Law Firm Fellow: Shook Hardy
& Bacon LLP
Bio: Kelly’s practice focuses on
patent portfolio management,
development, and analysis. Her
patent portfolio development
experience includes
preparing and prosecuting
U.S. and international patent
applications in various areas
primarily related to computerrelated technologies. Kelly
counsels clients in many
aspects of intellectual property
law and provides patentability,
validity and infringement
opinions. She also conducts
patent portfolio analyses to
assist clients with evaluating
possible acquisitions of
third-party patent portfolios
and patent crosslicensing opportunities.

Law Firm Fellow: Shook Hardy
& Bacon LLP
Bio: Mike Gross is Co-Chair
of Shook’s Intellectual
Property practice group
and a member of the firm’s
management committee. In
addition to managing the IP
group, he acts as a trusted IP
advisor to many national and
international corporations. His
practice focuses on advising,
evaluating, and conducting
due diligence for a wide
range of IP and corporate
transactions, implementation
of digital health strategies and
initiatives, strategic offensive
and defensive IP portfolio
analysis, and monetization of
patent portfolios.
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Rosevelie Márquez
Morales

Law Firm Fellow: Sidley
Austin LLP
Bio: Rosevelie Márquez
Morales is the East Coast
Diversity Director of Sidley
Austin LLP. She was previous
a partner at Harris Beach
and Co-Chair of the firm’s
Diversity Committee where
she practiced in the areas
of e-discovery, mass tort
litigation, products liability
defense, health care
litigation and medical
malpractice defense.

Lauren Cranford
Zatzeff

Law Firm Fellow: Sidley
Austin LLP
Bio: Lauren Cranford Zatzeff
practices in the IP Litigation
and Healthcare groups,
and focuses her practice
on litigation and regulatory
issues facing life sciences and
technology clients, primarily
in the areas of biologics,
pharmaceuticals, medical
devices, biotechnology and
consumer electronics.

Puja Lea

Jim Schutz

Law Firm Fellow: Troutman
Sanders
Bio: Puja Lea is a partner in
the firm’s Intellectual Property
practice. She focuses on
IP litigation and related
strategic counseling. Puja has
represented clients in patent,
trademark and copyright
matters throughout the nation,
including federal courts in
Delaware, Texas, California,
Virginia, New York, Georgia and
Tennessee. She has served as
first-chair litigation counsel in
high-stakes matters, and her
experience spans the breadth
of appellate practice, jury trials,
bench trials and dispositive
motions practice.

Law Firm Fellow: Troutman
Sanders
Bio: Jim Schutz is a partner
in the firm’s Intellectual
Property practice. He counsels
clients on the protection,
licensing and enforcement
of IP rights and has extensive
experience in patent litigation
and prosecution. Jim also
counsels clients on technology
development and licensing
agreements, with an emphasis
on software products, and
counsels clients on corporate
deals requiring the analysis
of IP assets and technology.
Jim is actively involved in the
Atlanta Startup Community.

Ross Cohen

Elizabeth D’Aunno

Ariel Dobkin

Sean Hayes

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Ross Cohen represents
clients in intellectual property
litigation. Mr. Cohen joined
the firm after clerking for
the Honorable Raymond
Clevenger, III, of the US Court
of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit and the Honorable
Gregory Sleet of the US
District Court for the District of
Delaware. He also previously
worked as an intellectual
property litigation associate
at a national law firm. While
attending law school, he
was a law clerk at the Media
Bureau of the Federal
Communications Commission.

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Elizabeth D’Aunno
advises clients facing
complex regulatory matters
and government-related
investigations and litigation.
Ms. D’Aunno previously
worked at the firm as a
summer associate. She has
also held internships in the
Office of the Legal Adviser
at the US Department of
State and in the Office of
the White House Counsel.
Prior to pursuing her law
degree, Ms. D’Aunno worked
as a contractor at the US
Department of Justice
in the National Security
Division, where she drafted
counterterrorism and national
preparedness policies.

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Ariel Dobkin is an associate
representing a variety of
clients on a broad range of
complex regulatory matters
and investigations. Prior to
joining the firm, she clerked
for the Honorable Katherine
B. Forrest of the US District
Court for the Southern District
of New York. She also served
as a Postgraduate Research
Fellow at MIT’s Internet Policy
Research Initiative and was a
fellow of the Internet Law &
Policy Foundry.

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Sean Hayes focuses his
practice on complex, highprofile investigations, especially
those conducted by the US
Congress. His decade of federal
government experience has
included responding to and
conducting congressional
inquiries across industries and
issues. As director of oversight
for the US Department of
Health and Human Services, Mr.
Hayes handled all investigations
and information requests by
Congress, the US Government
Accountability Office and
the inspectors general, and
coordinated investigation
responses for the department’s
agencies, including the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, the National Institutes
of Health and the Food and
Drug Administration.
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Katherine Kieckhafer

Lydia Lichlyter

Semira Nikou

Maury Riggan

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Katherine Kieckhafer’s
practice focuses on
complex patent litigation,
with an emphasis on cases
brought under the HatchWaxman Act or otherwise
involving pharmaceuticals or
biotechnology. Her practice
encompasses all phases of
civil litigation, including taking
and defending depositions,
coordinating electronic
discovery, drafting dispositive
motions, preparing witnesses
for depositions and trial,
and appeals.

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Lydia Lichlyter focuses
her practice on regulatory,
cybersecurity and privacy
matters. She has experience
interpreting the California
Consumer Privacy Act
and has been monitoring
the related legislative and
regulatory efforts for the past
several months. Ms. Lichlyter
was a summer associate at
WilmerHale in 2017, where
she focused on litigation and
regulatory matters.

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Semira Nikou advises
clients on international
economic regulation and
trade policy. Ms. Nikou has
extensive experience in the
public service sector. She
previously worked as a special
assistant general counsel at
the US Mission to the World
Trade Organization and a law
clerk at the Office of the US
Trade Representative. She also
interned for the Honorable
Amy B. Jackson of the US
District Court for the District
of Columbia and was a legal
volunteer at the Legal Aid
Society of Hawai’i.

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: Maury Riggan focuses her
practice on government and
internal investigations and
crisis management assistance.
She has represented major
corporations and individuals
in a variety of criminal, civil
and congressional matters,
including matters before the
Department of Justice and
various committees of the
US Congress. She also has
extensive experience advising
clients on matters related to
cybersecurity and data privacy.

David Yin

Jens Jenkins

Law Firm Fellow: Wilmer Hale
Bio: David Yin represents
leading life sciences, medical
device, computer hardware
and software, and financial
services clients in highstakes litigation, arbitration
and regulatory matters.
He focuses his practice on
complex intellectual property
litigation in federal district
courts, before the Patent and
Trademark Office and at the
appellate level.

Law Firm Fellow: Workman
Nydegger
Bio: Jens Jenkins has a career
that is primarily focused on
drafting and prosecuting
patents. A significant
component of Jens’ practice
includes conducting Examiner
interviews at the United States
Patent Office (USPTO). Jens
enjoys teaching and, since
2017, has been involved
in helping to provide the
Practitioner Constraints
Training to Examiners at the
USPTO. He has also served
several years as an adjunct
professor teaching practical
patent prosecution.
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SPEAKERS

Joe Ramirez

Jeff Myers

Cam Kerry

Aaron Cooper

Corporate Sponsor: Adobe
Bio: Joe Ramirez is the Vice
President of Licensing and
Associate General Counsel of
Adobe Systems Incorporated.
In this position, he manages
a 65+ person organization,
including Adobe’s piracy
conversion team. Ramirez
is responsible for providing
legal support for all of Adobe’s
channel and enterprise
licensing programs currently
operating at a $5-billion-dollar
annual run rate.

Company: Apple
Bio: Jeff Myers is Apple’s
Chief IP Counsel. His team
is responsible for strategic
creation and management
of Apple’s worldwide patent,
design, trademark, and
copyright portfolios; IP
licensing and transactions,
including risk reduction,
value extraction, and
conflict resolution; strategic
development of Apple’s
standards and open source
policies; and IP enforcement
to eliminate counterfeit
products from the market.
Prior to his current role, Jeff
was the head of Apple’s Patent
Group and Adobe’s first Chief
Patent Counsel.

Company: Brookings
Bio: Cameron Kerry is a
global thought leader on
privacy and cross-border
information flows. He joined
Governance Studies and
the Center for Technology
Innovation at Brookings in
December 2013 as the first
Ann R. and Andrew H. Tisch
Distinguished Visiting Fellow.
Previously, Kerry served
as general counsel and
acting secretary of the U.S.
Department of Commerce,
where he was a leader on
a wide of range of issues
including technology,
trade, and economic growth
and security.

Company: BSA
Bio: Aaron Cooper serves
as Vice President, Global
Policy. In this role, Cooper
leads BSA’s global policy
team and contributes to
the advancement of BSA
members’ policy priorities
around the world that
affect the development
of emerging technologies,
including data privacy,
cybersecurity, intellectual
property, and trade. Cooper
joined BSA in February 2016
as Vice President, Strategic
Policy Initiatives.

Shaundra Watson

Chris Calabrese

Robert T. Maldonado

Nicole Giuntoli

Company: BSA
Bio: Shaundra Watson
serves as Director, Policy
at BSA | The Software
Alliance, where she provides
counsel and develops global
policy on issues related to
privacy, data security and
artificial intelligence. Prior to
joining BSA, Shaundra held
several positions at the U.S.
Federal Trade Commission,
including serving as an
Attorney Advisor to former
Chairwoman Ramirez and
former Commissioner Brill,
and as a Counsel in the Office
of International Affairs.

Company: CDT
Bio: Calabrese, most recently
with the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), has
a wealth of experience in
protecting individual rights,
particularly where privacy,
surveillance and data
collection are concerned.
At CDT, he will work across
policy teams to encourage
collaboration, develop policy
strategy, and help lead CDT’s
advocacy and coalition work.

Company: Cooper Dunham
Bio: Robert T. Maldonado is
an equity partner of Cooper &
Dunham LLP, an intellectual
property boutique firm in
New York City that was
founded in 1887, and heads
the firm’s litigation group.
Robert is a registered patent
attorney, and has experience
obtaining patent, trademark
and copyright protection for
his clients. He also litigates in
federal court, and before the
patent and trademark appeal
boards of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.
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Company: Davis
Wright Tremaine
Bio: Nicole Marie Giuntoli
represents production
companies, television
networks, venture capital,
and startups in a wide variety
of transactional matters.
Nicole provides counseling
on podcast development,
television development, and
production legal services for
film and television.

Alejandro Martinez

Allen Lo

Probir Mehta

Morvarid “Mo”
Metanat

Company: Eli Lilly
Bio: Experienced Patent
Counsel with a demonstrated
history of working in the
biotechnology industry. Skilled
in ClientCounseling, Patent
Litigation, Patent Prosecution,
Patent Strategy, Patent Law,
and Litigation. Strong legal
professional graduated from
Indiana University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law.

Company: Facebook
Bio: Allen is Head of IP
for Facebook, where he is
responsible Facebook’s IP
matters globally. Before
Facebook, Allen was Head of
Patents at Google and VP of IP
at Juniper Networks. He‘s also
worked in private practice at
Finnegan Henderson and the
public sector as a federal law
clerk and as an examiner at the
USPTO. Allen received his JD
from Georgetown University
Law Center.

Company: Facebook
Bio: Probir Mehta leads global
intellectual property (IP) policy
at Facebook. Previously, he
served as Assistant USTR
for Innovation & IP at the
Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative. Probir also
practiced law at Covington &
Burling LLP and clerked for
the Honorable Federico A.
Moreno (S.D. Fla.). Probir holds
a B.A. from the University of
Michigan, a MSc. from the
London School of Economics
and Political Science, and a J.D.
from the George Washington
University Law School.

Suzanne Munck

Jim Taronji

Clara Jiménez

Sanya Sukduang

Company: Federal
Trade Commission
Bio: Suzanne Munck is Chief
Counsel for Intellectual
Property for the United States
Federal Trade Commission and
Deputy Director of its Office
of Policy Planning, where she
directs the FTC’s policy efforts
at the intersection of antitrust
and intellectual property. Ms.
Munck also has significant
litigation experience managing
IP issues that arise during the
FTC’s enforcement efforts in
the high-tech and healthcare
sectors. Before joining the
FTC, she was an antitrust and
IP litigator in Los Angeles.

Company: Federal
Trade Commission
Bio: Jim Taronji started his
legal career in the FTC’s Bureau
of Competition. Mr. Taronji
eventually left the agency
for the private sector, joining
a large U.S. conglomerate,
going on to become the
General Counsel of a company
registered on the New York
Stock Exchange, and then
joining a major law firm. Mr.
Taronji took advantage of
the opportunity to return to
the FTC in the Office of the
General Counsel when the
opportunity presented itself.

Company: Finnegan
Bio: Clara Jiménez is an
attorney in Finnegan’s
Washington, DC office. She
works closely with clients
of all sizes to develop
intellectual property
solutions tailored to their
business needs, including
Fortune 100 companies and
startups in the chemical and
medical device industries.
Her practice includes client
counseling and opinions,
patent prosecution, postgrant proceedings before
the USPTO, litigation, and
appeals. She was selected as
an “HNBA Top Lawyer under
40” by the Hispanic National
Bar Association.

Company: Finnegan
Bio: Sanya Sukduang has a
dynamic practice litigating
matters concerning Abbreviated
New Drug Applications (ANDA)
challenges for brand drug
manufacturers, diagnostic
methods, biological products
and medical devices. He has
been the recipient of various
awards and nominations,
including repeatedly recognized
by LMG Life Sciences as an
Intellectual Property: Life
Sciences Star. He was also
shortlisted for “General Patent
Litigator of the Year-DC,” at
the 2016 and 2017 LMG Life
Sciences Awards and for
“Outstanding Litigator-District
of Columbia” at the 2017
Managing Intellectual Property
North America Awards.

Company: Facebook
Bio: Mo is an Associate General
Counsel at Facebook where she
advises the company’s product
teams on intellectual property
matters, including copyright,
trademark, music, and publicity
right issues. Prior to joining
Facebook, Mo was Corporate
Counsel, Director of Business
Affairs at Pandora Media where
she oversaw the company’s
royalty rate court and copyright
litigation. Ms. Metanat began
her at the law firm of Orrick,
Herrington, and Sutcliffe LLP
where she practiced intellectual
property litigation.
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Ed Lavergne

Suzanne Michel

Anup Shah

Company: Fish &
Richardson PC.
Bio: Ed Lavergne is a Principal
in the Washington, D.C.
office of Fish & Richardson
responsible for co-managing
the firm’s Regulatory and
Government Affairs practice.
He is a Certified Information
Privacy Professional (CIPPUS) and an active member of
the International Association
of Privacy Professionals. He
advises clients on data security
and privacy issues including
geo-location tracking, online
behavioral advertising, data
breach and incident response
planning, internal data security
and privacy policies, and
external privacy statements.

Company: Google
Bio: Suzanne Michel is
Senior Patent Counsel at
Google where she focuses on
patent policy from Google’s
Washington, D.C. office. Before
joining Google in 2011, she
was Deputy Director in the
Office of Policy Planning at
the Federal Trade Commission
where she worked on patent
policy and IP/antitrust issues
and headed the project on
the “Evolving IP Marketplace.”
She was previously a patent
litigator at the Department of
Justice. Following graduation
from Boalt Hall School of law,
she served as a law clerk to
the Honorable Paul R. Michel
(no relation) at the Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

Company: Lenovo
Bio: Anup is Senior Intellectual
Property Litigation Counsel
at Lenovo where he helps
manage Lenovo’s and its
affiliates’ patent litigation
matters worldwide. Prior to
joining Lenovo, he was in
private practice with King
& Spalding and Troutman
Sanders for over ten years.

Jen Ramos

Danielle Mattessich

Dave Green

Company: LinkedIn
Bio: Jennifer Ramos is
Litigation Counsel at LinkedIn
Corporation, where she
works to efficiently resolve
litigation and pre-litigation
disputes in the U.S. and
abroad. She also works on
a cross-functional team to
prevent abuse on LinkedIn’s
platform and leads its
copyright enforcement
efforts. Jennifer obtained her
B.A. cum laude in Political
Science from Yale University
and her J.D. from Harvard
Law School.

Company: Merchant & Gould
Bio: Danielle is an intellectual
property lawyer with a focus
on trademark law. She has
experience in all areas of
trademark prosecution,
including preparing trademark
clearance and availability
opinions, preparing and
prosecuting domestic and
international trademark
applications, and handling
appeals before the Trademark
Trial and Appeal Board.
Danielle also has experience in
trademark litigation matters,
where she prosecutes and
defends clients in oppositions
and cancellation proceedings.

Company: Microsoft
Bio: Dave Green is Assistant
General Counsel to Microsoft
and leads its Copyright
and Trade Secret Practices
team. Dave’s team counsels
Microsoft business divisions
on complex IP matters
impacting devices, cloud and
online services, and artificial
intelligence (AI) platforms.
Dave’s team also engaged
in global copyright policy
advocacy and is actively
involved in copyright, trade
secret, amicus, legislative, and
related regulatory matters.
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Edgar Perez

Company: LinkedIn
Bio: Edgar Perez is Senior IP
Counsel at LinkedIn where
he leads the development
of LinkedIn’s patent
portfolio. Additionally, he
advises LinkedIn’s producers
regarding content planned
for courses, advises regarding
trade secrets, and enforces
LinkedIn’s trademark rights.

Micky Minhas

Company: Microsoft
Bio: For the past 6. 5 years,
Micky Minhas serves as Vice
President of IP licensing at
Microsoft. Micky oversees the
patent and patent licensing
strategy for Microsoft and
manages a diverse team
that includes legal, business
and technical professionals
who are responsible for IP
in-bound and out-bound
licensing, cross-licensing and
divestitures. The team also
comprises group of engineers
with a deep knowledge of
technologies, and work on
analysis of Microsoft’s patent
portfolio, licensing programs,
and litigation and acquisitions.

Frank Torres

Bryan Zielinski

Q. Todd Dickinson

Company: Microsoft
Bio: Frank Torres is the
Director of Consumer
Affairs and a Senior Policy
Counsel for Microsoft’s US
Government Affairs team.
He leads the company’s
engagement strategy with
consumer, privacy and other
advocates. He helps to
direct the company’s federal
policy activity and strategy
on privacy and emerging
technologies, like artificial
intelligence. He represents
Microsoft’s interests on
those issues before Congress,
the administration, and
other stakeholders.

Company: Pfizer
Bio: Bryan C. Zielinski is Vice
President, Assistant General
Counsel at Pfizer Inc. where he
has been an attorney for over
20 years. He leads a team of
Pfizer attorneys who are the
lead IP attorneys for the small
molecule therapeutics portion
of Pfizer’s Global Innovation
Pharma Business Unit and
advises senior management
regarding IP matters
associated with this Business
Unit’s clinical candidate and
product portfolio.

Danny Marti

Lai Yip

James B. Devaney

Tracey Durkin

Company: RELXGroup
Bio: Danny Marti serves as the
Head of Global Government
Affairs for the RELX Group, a
FTSE 100 global provider of
information and analytics across
a number of different industries.
The company employs 30,000
people around the globe, and
was named by Forbes as among
‘The World’s Most Innovative
Companies’ (2018). In this role,
Mr. Marti leads a team of 30
professionals in the United
States, South America, Europe
and Asia, and is responsible
for managing RELX’s public
policy issues and engagement
with government officials
and political leaders around
the world.

Company: Sheppard Mullin
Bio: Lai Yip is a Partner and
intellectual property litigator
for Sheppard Mullin. Ms. Yip
has extensive experience in
handling a broad range of
complex disputes, including
high-stakes litigation regarding
FRAND licensing of standardessential patents. She is Leader
of the firm’s China IP Team
and eDiscovery Team, and
serves as San Francisco lead
for the Leadership Council on
Legal Diversity. The Recorder
selected Ms. Yip as one of its
2018 Women Leaders in Tech
Law, Next Generation Honoree.

Company: Shook Hardy &
Bacon LLP
Bio: James focuses on strategic
IP counseling and analysis to
help clients acquire, protect
and monetize IP and reduce
exposure. He knows how
to make complex subjects
understandable–he has adjunct
faculty appointments at two law
schools, is a frequent speaker
and author on patent eligibility of
computer-related technologies,
and has drafted hundreds of
patent applications covering
machine learning and artificial
intelligence technologies.
James also cofounded Shook’s
cybersecurity practice, and
counsels clients on cyberthreats,
counterfeit/brand protection,
and compliance.

Company: Sterne, Kessler,
Goldstein & Fox LLP
Bio: Tracy Durkin is the practice
leader of the Mechanical and
Design Practice Group and a
member of the Trademark &
Brand Protection Practice at
Sterne Kessler, an IP specialty
firm in Washington, DC. Tracy
has a well-earned reputation
for excellence in design patent
law. In 2019, World Trademark
Review editors heralded Tracy
for being “as innovative as the
products that she protects.”

Company: Polsinelli
Bio: Q. Todd Dickinson is
Senior Partner at the law firm
Polsinelli, PC, in Washington
DC, having previously served
as the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the
U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office. With over 40 years
of experience, Mr. Dickinson
has a broad and unique
background in all aspects of
IP, and is a frequent lecturer
on IP topics and advisor to
IP owners and policy makers
around the world.

Iliana Peters

Company: Polsinelli
Bio: Iliana is a preeminent
thinker and speaker on data
privacy and security, particularly
with regard to HIPAA, HITECH
Act, 21st Century Cures
Act, Genetic Information
Nondiscrimination Act (GINA),
Privacy Act, and emerging cyber
threats to health data. For over
a decade, she developed health
information privacy and security
policy for DHHS, including on
emerging technologies and
cyber threats, and enforced
HIPAA regulations through
spearheading multi-million
dollar settlement agreements
and civil money penalties.
Iliana also focused on training
individuals in the private and
public sectors on regulations
and policy, and on good data
privacy and security practices.
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Puja Patel Lea

Linda Lourie

Brian Resler

Company: Troutman Sanders
Bio: Puja Lea is a partner in
the firm’s Intellectual Property
practice. She focuses on
IP litigation and related
strategic counseling. Puja has
represented clients in patent,
trademark and copyright
matters throughout the nation,
including federal courts in
Delaware, Texas, California,
Virginia, New York, Georgia and
Tennessee. She has served as
first-chair litigation counsel in
high-stakes matters, and her
experience spans the breadth
of appellate practice, jury trials,
bench trials and dispositive
motions practice.

Company: U.S. Department
of Defense
Bio: Linda S. Lourie is currently
Associate General Counsel
in the U.S. Department of
Defense, where she provides
guidance on issues related to
the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United
States (CFIUS), Artificial
Intelligence, Intellectual
Property, Export Controls,
and international acquisition
matters. Previously, Linda was
General Counsel of Silicon
Valley’s Defense Innovation
Unit (DIU), and has served in
Baghdad, Islamabad, on the
National Security Council staff,
and with the United Nations.

Company: U.S. Department
of Justice
Bio: Brian J. Resler is the
Assistant Deputy Chief for
Litigation in the Computer
Crime and Intellectual Property
Section (CCIPS) of the United
States Department of Justice.
Mr. Resler joined CCIPS
in 2015, and has handled
numerous criminal trade secret
and trademark investigations
and prosecutions, including
two recent trials in theft of
trade secret cases. He currently
advises on computer crime
and intellectual property
cases throughout the country,
provides training for agents
and prosecutors, and speaks
extensively on intellectual
property crimes.

Wynn Coggins

Rebecca Eisinger

Jesus Hernandez

Company: USPTO
Bio: Wynn Coggins is the
Chief of Staff to the Deputy
Under Secretary of Commerce
for Intellectual Property
and Deputy Director of the
USPTO, where she works
closely with the Deputy
Director to implement the
policies, priorities and programs
for the agency. She was
previously the USPTO Deputy
Chief Administrative Officer
responsible for supporting the
development and delivery of
the administrative functions for
the agency related to strategic
leadership, management,
policy and oversight support
for human resources, hiring,
union relations, space, security
and Agency-wide human
capital and telework programs.

Company: USPTO
Bio: Rebecca Miles Eisinger is
a Senior Staff Attorney with
the United State Patent &
Trademark Office’s (USPTO)
Office of Trademark Quality
Review and Training. Rebecca
received her B.A. from the
Pennsylvania State University
and her J.D. from Washington &
Lee University School of Law.

Company: USPTO
Bio: Jesus J. Hernandez is a
Patent Attorney at the Office of
Policy and International Affairs
(OPIA) within the USPTO. OPIA
assists the Under Secretary
of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of
the USPTO in advising
the President, through the
Secretary of Commerce, and
Federal agencies on domestic
and international IP issues
as well as on United States
treaty obligations. OPIA also
formulates U.S. domestic and
international policy regarding
protection and enforcement of
intellectual property rights, and
promotes the development of
intellectual property systems,
nationally and internationally.
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The Honorable
Jimmie V. Reyna

Company: USCAFC
Bio: The Honorable Jimmie V.
Reyna is a Circuit Judge on the
United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit. Prior to
his appointment, Judge Reyna
practiced international trade
and customs law and policy in
Washington, D.C. for over 25
years. Judge Reyna also served
as 2006 2007 National
President for the Hispanic
National Bar Association.

Rocío del Mar
Pérez-Vélez

Company: USPTO
Bio: Rocío del Mar PérezVélez is a Primary Examiner in
TC2100, where she examines
patent applications and
trains junior examiners in the
Computer Memory Access and
Control technology. She began
her career at the USPTO
in 2012 after completing
an LL.M. in Intellectual
Property Law at the George
Washington University and
passing the registration
exam to practice before the
USPTO. She obtained a B.S. in
Computer Engineering from
the University of Puerto Rico,
and a J.D. from the UPR Law
School. In 2018, she received
the DOC Bronze Medal Award
for superior performance.

Nestor Ramirez

Leonardo
Villarreal-Alejandro

Jens Jenkins

Additional Speakers
Raquel Alvarez
Pfizer

Emery Simon
Spotify

The Honorable
Melissa Haapala
Company: USPTO
Bio: Nestor Ramirez is the
Technology Center Director
at the United States Patent
and Trademark Office.
Previously, Nestor worked
for the White House Office
of Science and technology
Policy at the USPTO.

Company: USPTO
Bio: Leonardo VillarrealAlejandro joined the USPTO’s
Office of Enrollment and
Discipline as a staff attorney
in 2012. As a staff attorney,
Mr. Villarreal investigates
grievances regarding the
conduct of practitioners,
investigates enrollment
matters, and assists in the
drafting of patent examination
questions and other
administrative matters.

Company: Workman
Nydegger
Bio: Jens Jenkins has a career
that is primarily focused on
drafting and prosecuting
patents. A significant
component of Jens’ practice
includes conducting Examiner
interviews at the United States
Patent Office (USPTO). Jens
enjoys teaching and, since
2017, has been involved
in helping to provide the
Practitioner Constraints
Training to Examiners at the
USPTO. He has also served
several years as an adjunct
professor teaching practical
patent prosecution.

USPTO
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Joe Ramirez

Chi Chang

Morvarid “Mo”
Metanat

Company: Adobe
Bio: Joe Ramirez is the Vice
President of Licensing and
Associate General Counsel of
Adobe Systems Incorporated.
In this position, he manages
a 65+ person organization,
including Adobe’s piracy
conversion team. Ramirez
is responsible for providing
legal support for all of Adobe’s
channel and enterprise
licensing programs currently
operating at a $5-billion-dollar
annual run rate.

Company: Apple
Bio: Chi Chang is Lead Patent
Counsel at Apple. She heads
Apple’s Patent Group, which
is responsible for strategic
creation and management of
Apple’s worldwide patent and
design portfolios, including
patent acquisition, analysis,
diligence, licensing, standards,
and policy. In her time at
Apple, Chi also has managed
patent portfolios for a variety
of technologies, including
sensing, displays, media
processing, user interaction,
and operating systems.

Alba Cruz-Hacker

Erika Lopez-Tello

Carla Martin

Jorge Gonzalez

Company: HNBA
Bio: Alba is the HNBA’s COO
and Executive Director.
She has over 18 years of
experience in organizational
management, business
development, strategic
communications, and public
relations. She is charged with
conducting and overseeing
daily operations, and the
cultivation of external and
internal relations. She helps
develop and monitors the
organization’s sustainability
and growth and works
closely with the Executive
Committee and Board of
Governors to advance the
HNBA’s work and mission.

Company: HNBA
Bio: Erika is the HNBA
Director of Operations.
She has over 15 years of
experience in logistics
and operations, and over
7 years of experience
in the development
and implementation
of marketing and
communication strategies.
Her responsibilities include
developing and executing
initiatives that foster the
organization’s efficiency and
growth; and collaborating
with both internal and
external stakeholders to
execute the organization’s
work and mission.

Company: HNBA
Bio: Carla is the HNBA Director
of Programs. She holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology
from Hollins University in
Roanoke, VA and a Master’s
in Nonprofit Management
from the University of Central
Florida in Orlando, FL. She has
over 10 years of experience
in nonprofit organizations
working on program
management, operations, and
collaborative partnerships.

Company: HNBA/Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner LLP
Bio: Jorge F. Gonzalez is CoChair for the Hispanic National
Bar Association’s Intellectual
Property Law Section. He is also
an associate at the Washington,
D.C. law firm of Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett
& Dunner, LLP. He practices
patent litigation with a focus on
chemical and pharmaceutical
technologies, including HatchWaxman litigation related
to Abbreviated New Drug
Applications (ANDA).

Company: Facebook
Bio: Mo is an Associate General
Counsel at Facebook where she
advises the company’s product
teams on intellectual property
matters, including copyright,
trademark, music, and publicity
right issues. Prior to joining
Facebook, Mo was Corporate
Counsel, Director of Business
Affairs at Pandora Media where
she oversaw the company’s
royalty rate court and copyright
litigation. Ms. Metanat began
her at the law firm of Orrick,
Herrington, and Sutcliffe LLP
where she practiced intellectual
property litigation.

Alex Ponce de Leon

Company: Google
Bio: Alex Ponce de Leon is
corporate litigation counsel
for Google LLC. focusing on
discovery issues. At Google
he develops and implements
discovery strategies for a
wide variety of complex
litigation matters. Prior to
joining Google, Alex was a
senior litigation counsel at
Intel. Alex began his legal
career as a litigator at Pillsbury
Winthrop Shaw Pittman.
Before practicing law, Alex
was a policy advisor for the
California State Legislature
and a management consultant
for Accenture.
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Irene Oria

Anup Shah

Bryan Browning

Jennifer Salinas

Company: HNBA/
FisherBroyles
Bio: Irene Oria is the 2018–2019
HNBA National President-Elect
and a Partner at FisherBroyles in
Miami. She has over 18 years of
practice in complex commercial
business litigation in federal
and state courts and arbitration
tribunals, with a focus on
Financial Services, Insurance,
Real Estate and Securities
Litigation, including class and
multi-district litigation defense
specialty. Before FisherBroyles,
Irene served as an Assistant U.S.
Attorney in the Civil Division of
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Southern District of Florida and
as a federal judicial law clerk
to U.S. District Judge Cecilia M.
Altonaga of the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District
of Florida.

Company: Lenovo
Bio: Anup is Senior Intellectual
Property Litigation Counsel
at Lenovo where he helps
manage Lenovo’s and its
affiliates’ patent litigation
matters worldwide. Prior to
joining Lenovo, he was in
private practice with King
& Spalding and Troutman
Sanders for over ten years.

Company: HNBA/Lenovo
Bio: Bryan is the VP of
Programs for the Hispanic
National Bar Association and
is Senior Counsel, Commercial
Litigation at Lenovo. In addition
to the HNBA, Bryan is involved
with many organizations that
are focused on empowering
diverse professionals and
working to create solutions
to diversity and equality
gaps in the legal community.
Bryan serves on the National
Diversity Advisory Board for
the Office of Equality and
Diversity at the University
of Minnesota, and has been
recognized as an Attorney of
the Year by Minnesota Lawyer
and a Top Lawyer Under 40 by
the HNBA.

Company: HNBA/Lenovo
Bio: Jennifer is the National
President of the Hispanic
National Bar Association
and an IPLI Director since
the program’s inception.
She is also the Executive
Director of Worldwide
Litigation for Lenovo where
she is responsible for all IP
and commercial litigation
worldwide. Jennifer’s practice
focuses on intellectual
property litigation and
strategic counseling on patent,
trademark, trade secret and
copyright matters.

Simon Ruan

Brianna
Hinojosa-Smith

Company: Microsoft
Bio: Simon Ruan is a senior
attorney at Microsoft’s
Corporate, External and Legal
Affairs Department (CELA)
since 2003. Mr. Ruan supports
Microsoft Dynamics 365
within the Cloud and Artificial
Intelligence Division and
focuses his practice primarily on
intellectual property licensing,
privacy and cybersecurity.
Mr. Ruan is responsible for
overseeing Microsoft’s Finance
and Operations (F&O) portfolio
of services and providing legal
advice on all matters related
to software development and
cloud operations.

Company: HNBA/Microsoft
Bio: Ms. Hinojosa-Smith is CoChair for the Hispanic National
Bar Association’s Intellectual
Property Law Section. She is
also a Senior Patent Attorney
at Microsoft. In addition to
patent prosecution, her role
also includes leading a team
of attorneys that support the
Devices business’ (including
Xbox / Gaming and Surface),
managing conflict matters and
supporting licensing efforts.
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Stephanie Lay

Rachel Sieracke

Stephanie is a native to Falls
Church, Virginia, and has been
working with Capitol Services,
Inc. for six years. When she’s
not running around managing
events, she’s off traveling or
plotting her next adventure.
2019 marks her 7th year
working with the HNBA/
Microsoft IPLI.

Rachel is a Local Virginia
Resident, who does corporate
events, large and small, across
the country as an Event
Manager for CSI DMC, She
is from Chicago, IL, but has
lived in the DC area for 3 three
years. This is her 2nd year
working the HNBA IPLI.
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This program is generously supported by:
Host
George Washington University School of Law

Corporate Sponsors

Law Firm Sponsors
Davis Wright Tremaine

Sheppard Mullin

Ferraiuoli

Shook Hardy & Bacon

Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow,
Garrett & Dunner

Sidley Austin
Troutman Sanders

Fish & Richardson PC.

Wilmer Hale

Merchant & Gould

Workman Nydegger

Polsinelli

Government Institutions
The Judiciary Committees of the US House
of Representatives and the US Senate
The US Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit
The US Federal Trade Commission
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The US Copyright Office
The US Patent and Trademark Office
The International Trade Commission

Hispanic National Bar Association
HNBA VIA ("Vision in Action") Fund
1020 19th St. NW, Suite 505
Washington, DC 20036
www.hnba.com | www.hnba.com/hnbaviafund
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