
 
 

EXCEPTIONAL ATTORNEYS HONORED WITH PRESTIGIOUS  
2020 HNBA TOP LAWYERS UNDER 40 AWARD 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
February 14, 2020 
 
Washington, D.C. – The Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA) is proud to announce the 
exceptional attorneys who have been selected to receive the prestigious 2020 “HNBA Top 
Lawyers Under 40” Award. 
 
After a rigorous review process, the Awards Committee selected 28 highly qualified winners from 
across the country. The “Top Lawyers Under 40” Award honors accomplished lawyers who have 
demonstrated professional excellence, integrity, leadership, commitment to the Hispanic 
community, and dedication to improving the legal profession. 
  
“We are pleased to honor 28 of our young Hispanic lawyers from across the nation and across 
sectors that showcase the exceptional legal talent and leadership that our community has to 
offer,” said Irene Oria, HNBA National President. “The award recipients were selected from a 
record number of 76 highly qualified candidates. The substantial and increasingly larger number 
of highly qualified nominees every year illustrates that our community is making progress in the 
areas of law and leadership. But we know that much work remains to be done and the HNBA will 
continue to celebrate and highlight our talented lawyers that have distinguished themselves.” 
 
“On behalf of the HNBA, I want to thank the Awards Committee for their diligent work during this 
year’s particularly arduous selection process, and I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the 
award winners. Amigo(as), keep climbing, and lifting as you climb, and I look forward to 
celebrating this accomplishment with all of you in Phoenix.” #togetherwerise  
 
The awards will be presented during the 2020 HNBA/VIA Corporate Counsel Conference in 
Phoenix, AZ on Friday, March 20, 2020. The attorneys honored with the 2020 HNBA “Top Lawyers 
Under 40" Award (listed in alphabetical order) are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2020 HNBA Top Lawyers Under 40 Recipients 
 
 

Manny Alvarez, Commissioner, State of California Department of 
Business Oversight, Sacramento, CA 
Manny Alvarez was appointed by Governor Gavin Newsom in 2019 to 
serve as California’s Commissioner of Business Oversight, the state’s chief 
financial regulator responsible for banks, credit unions, broker-dealers, 
investment advisors, and various other financial-service providers. Prior to 
his appointment, Commissioner Alvarez practiced law in both private 
and public sectors. From 2014 to 2019, he served as General Counsel, 
Chief Compliance Officer, and Corporate Secretary at Affirm, Inc., a 
San Francisco-based fintech company, where he managed the 
company’s legal, compliance, and government-relations functions. 
Before joining Affirm, he was an enforcement attorney and “Founders 
Club” member of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau in 
Washington, D.C. and San Francisco. He is also an alumnus of the 

California Attorney General’s Office Consumer Law Section, and Sonnenschein Nath & 
Rosenthal LLP. Commissioner Alvarez earned his J.D. from the University of California Hastings 
College of the Law and B.A., cum laude, from Cornell University. 
 
 
Alexis Amezcua, Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP, San Francisco, CA 
Alexis Amezcua is a litigation partner in Morrison & Foerster’s San Francisco 
office. She represents clients in class action and complex commercial 
litigation and has substantive trial experience in both state and federal court. 
Alexis understand her clients’—many of them Silicon Valley household 
names—businesses and uses her knowledge and experience in and out of 
the courtroom to achieve clients’ preferred outcomes. Alexis is the hiring 
partner for MoFo’s San Francisco litigation department and was named as 
one of San Francisco Business Times 40 Under 40 and as one of the Top 40 
Under 40 Lawyers by the Daily Journal. Alexis is dedicated to pro bono, 
through which she recently reunited families separated at the border and 
served on the trial team that won a verdict and injunction in favor of a family 
whose privacy was violated by police.  She was shortlisted for the Chambers 
Diversity and Inclusion Awards “Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year” category and is a board member 
of the Bar Association of San Francisco and California ChangeLawyers. 
 
 

Claudia Farfan Badillo, Attorney and Owner, Badillo Law Group PC, 
Chicago, IL 
Claudia Farfan Badillo is an attorney concentrating in consumer 
bankruptcy and is the owner of Badillo Law Group, PC. She was born 
and raised in Chicago and is of Mexican/Colombian descent and a 
native Spanish speaker. She has practiced for over 10 years and is a 
graduate of Chicago Kent College of Law, where she clerked for the 
Cook County Public Defender’s office in the Felony Trial Unit. She earned 
a B.A. in Communications and a minor in history from Northwestern 
University. She also hosted a Spanish rock radio show while at 
Northwestern, called “Sabor Latino.” She attended Chicago Kent 
College of Law where she clerked under the supervision of the Criminal 

Defense Legal Clinic and was as a 711 law student in the Felony Trial Division at the Courthouse. 
Mrs. Badillo has years of experience helping clients file for bankruptcy protection under federal 
laws, focusing on representing consumers in all aspects of bankruptcy.  Ms. Badillo also helps 
clients with debt negotiations, tax settlements, and offers in compromise with the IRS. In 
2018/2019 she served as a Hearing Officer with the City of Chicago’s Board of Elections for the 
upcoming 2019 city elections. She is the current president of the Puerto Rican Bar Association of 



Illinois, an active member of HLAI, HNBA, NACBA, ISBA and a contributor to the Chicago Daily 
Law Bulletin, writing about fitness.  In her spare time, she likes to run, play volleyball and take 
ballet classes. She is also a proud life-long Chicagoan and is active in her children’s PTA and LSC 
groups. Recently Claudia was honored by Negocios Now as a recipient of their 2018 40 under 40 
award.  
 
 
Juan M. Baez, Deputy Managing Attorney, AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 
Juan M. Baez, Esq., is the Deputy Managing Attorney at the AIDS Law 
Project of Pennsylvania, a public-interest law firm helping people living with 
HIV and AIDS in Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey. Mr. Baez advises 
clients in matters related to social security disability, consumer protection, 
estate planning, immigration, family law, and private disability.  He also 
supervises junior attorneys, paralegals, law students, and volunteers of the 
law firm. Mr. Baez has been recognized in Pennsylvania’s Super Lawyer as a 
“Rising Star” each year since 2017.  Latino Leaders also included Mr. Baez in 
its Winter 2019 “Top Latino Lawyers.” Mr. Baez sits on the Board of Directors 
of the Hispanic Bar Association of Pennsylvania, serving as President in 2017, is a Commissioner at 
the Philadelphia Fair Housing Commission, and was nominated and appointed to the 
Pennsylvania State Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. Mr. Baez earned 
his Juris Doctor from Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law; his Master of Laws in Trial 
Advocacy from Temple University, James E. Beasley School of Law; and his Bachelor in Arts from 
St. Lawrence University. 
 
 

Tiffany A. Buckley-Norwood, Principal, Jackson Lewis PC, Detroit, MI 
Tiffany Buckley-Norwood is a principal at Jackson Lewis PC, a 
national labor and employment law firm. With over 13 years of 
experience, her employment law advice and litigation defense 
practice focuses on three equal employment opportunity/ 
affirmative action areas: disability accommodation, diversity and 
inclusion best practices, and appropriately responding to internal 
complaints. Ms. Buckley-Norwood also has over 30 presentations 
and over 20 published works. Her speaking engagements include 
presentations for the American Bar Association, Association of 
Corporate Counsel Michigan, and State Bar of Michigan. When she 

is not practicing law or caring for her two children, Ms. Buckley-Norwood is dedicated to 
community service, aiding equal justice, and social activism. Currently, she is the immediate past 
president of the D. Augustus Straker Bar Association; the legislative chair for the Ypsilanti Chapter 
of Jack and Jill of America; and a pro bono attorney for Lakeshore Legal Aid. 
 
 
Judith (Judy) Davila, Attorney, National Labor Relations Board, Phoenix, AZ 
Judith (Judy) Dávila currently serves as an attorney with the National Labor 
Relations Board, specializing in enforcing federal labor law in relation to 
collective bargaining and unfair labor practices across the Southwest United 
States. In this capacity she investigates and litigates labor violations, 
conducts union representation elections, and drafts opinions on behalf of 
the agency. Judy is committed to the advancement of underrepresented 
communities, particularly in the legal field. She is currently an executive 
board member of Los Abogados, Arizona's Hispanic Bar Association, and is 
the organization's immediate past president. In addition, Judy represents 
Arizona attorneys at the American Bar Association’s House of Delegates, a 
policy-making body that ratifies rules and standards affecting the profession. 
Judy received her law degree from the University of Arizona's James E. Rogers College of Law 
and a B.A. in International Relations and Economics from the University of San Diego.   



 
 

Jordi de Llano, Deputy Chief, Securities & Financial Fraud Unit, United 
States Department of Justice, U.S. Attorney's Office, District of 
Massachusetts, Reading, MA 
Jordi de Llano has been with the United States Attorney’s Office in 
Boston since 2014 and currently serves as Deputy Chief of the 
Securities & Financial Fraud Unit.  As an AUSA, Jordi is responsible for 
investigating and prosecuting a wide variety of complex financial 
crimes, including insider trading, market manipulation, and other 
forms of corporate and securities fraud, Ponzi schemes and other 
forms of investment fraud, and violations of the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act.  Prior to joining the Department of Justice, Jordi 

served as an Integrity Officer at the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) in Washington, 
D.C., where he conducted fraud and corruption investigations in connection with IADB-financed 
activities in Latin America and the Caribbean. Jordi received his J.D. from The George 
Washington University Law School, and his B.S. from American University. 
 
 
Michael "Frank" Francis, Senior Associate, Severance, Burko, Spalter, Masone 
& Laurette PC, Brooklyn, NY 
Michael “Frank” Francis is a Senior Associate Attorney at Severance, Burko, 
Spalter, Masone & Laurette in Brooklyn, NY. He represents injured workers and 
employers at the NYS Workers’ Compensation Board. His previous experience 
includes the NYC Transit Authority, the EEOC, the Brooklyn DA’s office, and 
the Legal Aid Society. He currently serves as Vice-Chair of the LGBT Bar 
Association of NY, current HNBA Region II President, and previously served as 
co-chair of the Brooklyn Bar Association Young Lawyers. Prior to his legal 
career, Frank taught middle school Social Studies with Teach For America in Baltimore. He is an 
active member of the NYS Trial Lawyers and engages in legislative advocacy for the rights of the 
injured. In 2016, he was rated as a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers for his work in Claimant 
Representation. Mr. Francis received his J.D. from Brooklyn Law School, his M.A. from Johns 
Hopkins University, and his B.A. from Georgetown University. 
 
 
Natalie Alfaro Gonzales, Partner, Baker Botts LLP, Houston, TX 

Natalie Alfaro Gonzales is a Partner in Baker Botts’s Houston office 
and a member of the Intellectual Property Practice. Natalie 
practices in all areas of IP law, representing clients in all stages of 
complex patent and trade secret litigation, and advising clients 
on corporate transactions and license agreements. Prior to 
joining Baker Botts, Natalie served as a law clerk to Judge 
Leonard Davis of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Texas. Natalie is actively involved in the Hispanic legal 
community, serving as Deputy Regional President for HNBA 
Region XII, as a Board Member and current Treasurer for the 
Hispanic Bar Association of Houston, as Co-Chair of the Hispanic 
Resource Group of IPO, and on the Steering Committee for the 
Texas Minority Counsel Program. Natalie earned her B.S. in 

mechanical engineering from UT Austin, and her J.D. from UH Law Center, where she is now an 
Adjunct Professor. 
 
 
 
 
 



Alex Gonzalez, Assistant General Counsel, New Jersey Resources 
Corporation, Wall, NJ 
Alex Gonzalez is Assistant General Counsel at New Jersey Resources 
Corporation, a publicly-traded, diversified energy company, where he 
provides legal and business counseling in connection with its day-to-day 
operations, including securities and stock exchange matters, debt and 
equity financings and offerings, mergers and acquisitions, contracts, 
regulatory matters, risk and compliance matters, investor relations and 
corporate communications. Alex also supports the corporate secretary 
function with respect to corporate management and governance 
matters. Prior to joining New Jersey Resources, Alex was an Associate at 
Dechert LLP and Pepper Hamilton LLP. He previously clerked for the Honorable Eduardo C. 
Robreno on the Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and was an extern 
for the Honorable Dolores K. Sloviter on the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
Alex received his J.D. from Rutgers School of Law, with honors, in 2007, and his B.A. from Rutgers 
College in 2004. 
 
 

Christian Gonzalez, Partner, Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP, Columbus, OH 
Christian Gonzalez has built a successful practice advising clients on a 
variety of complex issues including strategic growth planning, M&A 
transactions and other critical situations. He provides sound strategic 
advice in corporate, banking, and securities law. Christian has 
significant experience servicing financial sector clients ranging from 
multi-billion-dollar public financial institutions to community banks. 
Christian is Co-Chair of the firm’s national recruiting committee, 
member of the finance and diversity committees and was elected to 
firm’s board of directors as one of the youngest members and the first 
Hispanic to serve on the board. Active in his community, Christian serves 
as a mentor in Big Brother Big Sisters, was a former board member for 
Hispanic Chamber of Columbus, past Region X President for the HNBA 

and current board and executive committee member of the HNBA. Christian received his J.D. 
from New York Law School, and his B.S. from Rutgers University. 
 
 
Oscar Rene Gutierrez, Trial Attorney, Law Offices of Oscar H. Gutierrez, APC, Los 
Angeles, CA 
Oscar Rene Gutierrez practices law as a trial attorney with his father, Oscar H. 
Gutierrez, in Los Angeles, California.  They exclusively litigate and try personal injury 
matters across California on behalf of injured consumers.  Oscar Rene has 
successfully tried numerous criminal and civil trials to verdict. His career 
demonstrates a deep passion for trial work that has garnered him accolades from 
Super Lawyers, The National Trial Lawyers, Lawyers of Distinction, Top Attorneys of 
North America, Best Attorneys in America, The American Academy of Attorneys, 
and TopVerdict.com. Oscar Rene served as the 2019 President of the Mexican 
American Bar Association of Los Angeles County.  He currently serves as a board 
member for the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles and the Consumer 
Attorneys of California. He is the proud son of immigrants from Jalisco, Mexico. He 
received his BA from the University of Southern California in 2006 and his JD from 
Pepperdine University School of Law in 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 



Cristal Reyes Lambert, Legal Counsel, Bed Bath & Beyond Inc., Union, NJ 
Cristal Reyes Lambert is legal counsel at Bed Bath & Beyond Inc., where 
she oversees the legal affairs of BB&B’s international subsidiaries and 
assists with domestic litigation, regulatory compliance and corporate 
governance. Prior to BB&B, Cristal practiced at Waters, McPherson, 
McNeil, P.C. and clerked for the Honorable Hector R. Velazquez, P.J. of 
the NJ Superior Court's Chancery Division in Hudson County. Cristal is VP 
of the Hispanic Bar Association of NJ Northern Region, Chair of the 
HNBA Young Lawyers Division, Deputy Regional President for HNBA 
Region III, and Co-Chair of the NJSBA In-House Counsel Committee. She 
has served as Vice-Chair of the American Dream Pipeline Mentorship 
Program since 2013 and on the Seton Hall University School of Law (SHU) 
Alumni Council since 2015. In 2018, she received the “Corazon del HBA-

NJ” award for her service to the HBA-NJ. Cristal earned her B.A. from Drew University, magna 
cum laude, and J.D. from Seton Hall University. 
 
 
Reynold “Rey” Lambert, Partner, Lowenstein Sandler, Roseland, NJ 
Reynold “Rey” Lambert is a Partner at Lowenstein Sandler LLP, where he focuses 
on complex commercial disputes, class actions, and international arbitrations. 
He is also the President-Elect of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey. As 
counsel for one of the world’s largest telecommunications companies and 
other international entities, Rey develops and oversees litigation strategies for 
class actions and other disputes throughout the United States. He is a leader in 
the firm’s diversity and inclusion initiatives, including its Diversity Committee and 
its Diversity Leadership Network, which focuses on recruiting, supporting, and 
promoting attorneys from diverse backgrounds. Prior to joining Lowenstein 
Sandler LLP, Rey served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Susan L. Reisner, 
New Jersey Superior Court, Appellate Division. He graduated from Rutgers 
University School of Law with honors, where upon graduation he received the Justice Henry E. 
Ackerson, Jr. Award for distinction in the area of legal skill. 
 
 

Leila Jade Levi, Senior Counsel, Reproductive Rights and Health, 
National Women's Law Center, Washington, DC 
Leila is a Senior Counsel for Reproductive Rights and Health at 
the National Women's Law Center. Prior to joining the National 
Women's Law center, she was an Attorney-Advisor at the Office 
of the General Counsel at the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) in the Civil Rights, Labor, and Employment Law Division, 
Litigation Section. She is currently serving her eighth year on the 
Board of Directors for the Hispanic Bar Association of DC as 
Immediate Past President. From 2012-2014, Leila was Special 
Assistant U.S. Attorney at the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District 

of Columbia in the Sex Offense and Domestic Violence section and Civil Division. Leila was also 
a volunteer pro bono attorney with the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project representing Spanish-
speaking women in civil protection order hearings. She attended culinary school in Florence, 
Italy prior to law school. Leila received her B.A. in political science from Rice University and J.D. 
from American University Washington College of Law. She is from Miami Beach, FL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Erika P. López, Senior Associate, Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Chicago, IL 
Erika P. López started her legal career in Kirkland and Ellis LLP’s New York 
office and is currently a resident of the firm’s Chicago office. Her practice 
focuses on a wide spectrum of transactional matters, including 
representation of both private equity firms and public companies in 
connection with acquisitions, divestitures and investment transactions. In 
addition to her corporate practice, Erika is also an active pro-bono 
advocate, lending much needed support on a variety of critical matters 
such as assisting domestic abuse survivors and immigrants seeking asylum. 
At Kirkland, Erika serves as an important leader of the firm’s diversity 
initiatives: she has served as the co-chair of Kirkland’s Latino affinity group 
in New York and is currently a member of the Chicago Recruiting 
Committee and Associates Committee. Erika has also demonstrated a 
commitment to advancing opportunities for diverse attorneys outside of Kirkland. While in New 
York, Erika was a founding member of Latino Lawyers of Cornell, Cornell Law School’s first Latino 
alumni association dedicated to promoting the advancement of Cornell’s Latino alumni. Erika 
embraces the responsibility that comes with redefining what is possible for anyone who shares 
her first generation narrative, which is why prior to embarking on her legal career, Erika was a 
Teach For America teacher in the South Side of Chicago, where she worked to achieve 
education equity in low-income schools.  Erika received her J.D. from Cornell Law School, where 
she served as the President of LALSA, and her B.A. from The University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
where she was a Posse Foundation scholar. 
 
 

Melisa Lopez Franzen, President/Founder/State Senator, Senate 
District 49, NewPublica & State of Minnesota Senate, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Area, MN 
Senator Melisa Franzen was elected in 2012 and is serving her 
second term in the Minnesota Senate. She represents Senate 
District 49, which includes the communities of Bloomington, Eden 
Prairie, Minnetonka, and Edina. Senator Franzen serves on the 
Tax, Health and Human Services Finance and Policy, and 
Transportation and Public Safety Finance Committees. She is also 
a member of the Task Force on Medical Cannabis Therapeutic 
Research, and the Co-Founder and President of NewPublica, a 
public relations and strategic communications firm. She began 

her career as an attorney at Target Corporation for eight years where she held several roles, 
titles, and responsibilities in Government Affairs and Community Relations divisions. Senator 
Franzen holds a Masters of Public Policy with a concentration in Economic and Community 
Development from the Humphrey Institute at the University of Minnesota and holds a J.D. from 
Hamline University School of Law. Senator Franzen grew up in Puerto Rico, where she was active 
in volunteering, Girl Scouts, and in 4H. Today, she is part of the HOPE Latinas Binational Fellowship 
Program, an executive leadership program for outstanding Latina professionals, and was 
recently selected nationwide to join the Class of 2018 Aspen Institute-Rodel Fellowship in Public 
Leadership amongst 24 national leaders. She is the former President of the Minnesota Hispanic 
Bar Association and Regional Vice President of the Hispanic National Bar Association and 
formerly served on the Board of Directors for the Girl Scouts of Minnesota and Wisconsin River 
Valleys as well as Comunidades Latinas Unidas en Servicio (CLUES). 
 



Lariss J. Maldonado, Associate, Stinson LLP, Minneapolis, MN 
Lariss J. Maldonado is a senior litigation associate at Stinson LLP, where she 
serves local and global companies in investigations and litigation. She has 
worked in-house as an Associate General Counsel at a fortune five 
company where she supported the Special Investigations Unit on Fraud, 
Waste, and Abuse cases, including collaborating with government 
enforcement agencies and assessing cases for potential affirmative 
litigation. Lariss has extensive experience managing defensive litigation 
matters from the day a company encounters the threat through trial. Her 
experience includes navigating company information sources, 
collaborating with business partners, assessing risk and exposure, 
developing litigation strategy, and negotiating with opposing parties. Lariss served as President 
of the Minnesota Hispanic Bar Association in 2017-2018, and currently serves the organization as 
Co-chair of their Judicial Endorsements Committee. She also serves as Secretary of the board of 
the ACLU of Minnesota. 
 
 

Melissa Martinez, Associate, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP, Philadelphia, 
PA 
Melissa Martinez is a bankruptcy and restructuring attorney at Saul Ewing 
Arnstein & Lehr LLP in Philadelphia. She concentrates her practice on a 
broad range of commercial bankruptcy, workout and restructuring 
matters in which she represents debtors, trade creditors, landlords, and 
other parties. Melissa has served as counsel in a number of large chapter 
11 cases, representing clients in a range of industries. In 2019, Melissa was 
named to the Pennsylvania Super Lawyers "Rising Stars" list for bankruptcy. 
Outside of her practice, Melissa is actively involved in the Latino 
community both in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. She has served as a 
board member and a leader in the Hispanic Bar Association of 

Pennsylvania (HBA-PA) since the beginning of her practice. She currently serves as President of 
the HBA-PA’s Legal Education Fund (LEF), the HBA-PA’s sister organization dedicated to the 
advancement of Latinos in the legal profession. The LEF raises money to provide scholarships to 
Latino law students attending local law schools. Melissa received her J.D./M.B.A. from Rutgers 
Law School. 
 
 
Ralph Pérez, Counsel, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, Chicago, IL 
Ralph Pérez is a counsel in Skadden's Chicago office and a member of the 
Mergers and Acquisitions practice, with a sub-focus on transactions in Latin 
America. Born and raised in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Ralph is a native Spanish 
speaker. In 2018, he was named among Latinx’s Rising Legal Stars, which 
recognized the top 50 up-and-coming attorneys from international firms doing 
business in Latin America. Ralph is a member of the Leadership Council of the 
Western Golf Association Evans Scholars Foundation. He is a former certified 
public accountant and practiced at Deloitte prior to attending law school. 
Ralph received his J.D. from The University of Chicago Law School and his B.S. 
from New York University, Stern School of Business. 
 
 



Carlos Ramirez, Associate, Cooley LLP, San Diego, CA 
Carlos Ramirez is an associate in Cooley LLP’s San Diego office and a 
member of Cooley’s business department. Carlos represents private and 
public companies in corporate and securities matters, including private 
financings, public offerings, M&A, corporate governance matters, and 
SEC reporting and compliance. Carlos consistently works on high-value, 
complex transactions across the technology and life sciences industries. 
As a member of Cooley’s firmwide diversity committee, Carlos is 
passionate about diversity and inclusion. He also maintains an active pro 
bono practice.  Carlos recently spent a week working with asylum 
seekers at a US immigration detention center, preparing them for their 
credible fear interviews and accompanying several of them in court 

hearings. Carlos received his J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law, and a B.B.A. and 
B.S.A. from Loyola Marymount University.  Prior to attending law school, Carlos worked at a Big 
Four accounting firm and is a certified public accountant (inactive). 
 
 
Ronaldo Rauseo-Ricupero, Counsel, Nixon Peabody LLP, Boston, MA 
Ronaldo Rauseo-Ricupero is counsel in Nixon Peabody LLP’s Boston Office 
and a member of its litigation department. His practice focuses on defending 
individuals or organizations facing investigations by government entities and 
related complex civil actions, including successfully arguing cases before trial 
courts, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, and U.S. Courts of Appeal.  
He was named a SuperLawyers Rising Star from 2013-2016. He serves as chair 
of the firm’s e-discovery practice and on its pro bono committee. He was 
named Nixon Peabody’s inaugural firm-wide Pro Bono Attorney of the Year 
and received Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly’s “Excellence in Pro Bono” 
Award. He has served as a Special Assistant District Attorney and Special 
Assistant Attorney General, and currently serves on the board of the ACLU of 
Massachusetts and the board of editors of the Boston Bar Journal. He received his J.D. from 
Boston College Law School, and his A.B. from Harvard College. 
 
 

Laura G. Readinger, Counsel, Morris James LLP, Wilmington, DE 
Laura G. Readinger is Counsel in the Corporate and Fiduciary Litigation 
group of Morris James in Delaware.  Laura’s practice is focused on dealing 
with the challenges associated with electronic discovery in high-stakes 
litigation matters.  She provides effective and efficient solutions to clients in 
what is a complex and continually changing area of litigation.  Laura has 
considerable experience working on cases in the Delaware Court of 
Chancery, the Delaware Superior Court, including the Complex 
Commercial Litigation Division, and the District Court of Delaware.  Laura 
has been recognized by her peers as a Top Lawyer in the area of 
eDiscovery and Technology in Delaware Today® Magazine.  Laura is 
currently the President of the Delaware Hispanic Bar Association.  She 

received her J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law and her B.A. in Psychology 
from Cornell University.   
 
 



Mayra Salinas-Menjivar, Associate Attorney, Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, 
Las Vegas, NV 
Mayra Salinas-Menjivar is an associate in the Las Vegas office of Lewis Brisbois 
and a member of the Insurance Coverage Practice handling matters involving 
first-party bad faith claims and coverage disputes before the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Nevada and Nevada state courts. Ms. Salinas-Menjivar has a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with a focus on Finance from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV). She obtained her J.D. from the William 
S. Boyd School of Law. While in law school, she was an extern with two judges in 
the Eighth Judicial District Court in Clark County, Nevada, as well as the 
Discovery Commissioner. Ms. Salinas-Menjivar also served as law clerk at a 
boutique plaintiff’s firm working on a variety of cases including personal injury, 
business litigation, contract disputes, intellectual property, and foreclosures. After obtaining her 
J.D., Ms. Salinas-Menjivar joined the UNLV Immigration Clinic at the Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic, 
becoming the first University Legal Services Fellow and developing a pilot program for 
immigration legal services geared towards UNLV students. She handled complex asylum, bond 
and deportation defense litigation, and helped to develop state and federal policy. While in the 
Clinic, Ms. Salinas-Menjivar represented clients through different stages of deportation defense, 
including appeals before the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Ms. Salinas-
Menjivar currently serves as the President of the Latino Bar Association, as well as a Deputy for 
Region XIV of the Hispanic National Bar Association. 
 
 

Fausto Sanchez, Founding Partner, Sanchez Fischer Levine, LLP, Miami, FL 
Fausto Sanchez is a founding partner of Sanchez Fischer Levine, LLP, where 
he practices in the areas of complex commercial litigation and white-
collar criminal defense, with a focus on international law.  He represents 
corporate clients, private U.S. citizens, and foreign parties in litigation 
stemming from business disputes in the U.S.  Fausto is a seasoned trial 
attorney and former prosecutor.  He is Certified Anti-Money Laundering 
Specialist and Board-Certified Specialist in the area of Criminal Trial Law, 
and frequently advises clients on issues relating to corporate compliance. 
Fausto is an AV-rated Preeminent Attorney with Martindale-Hubbell. He 
currently serves as Deputy Regional President for Region VIII of the HNBA, 
and as a Vice-Chair for the ABA’s International Ethics Committee. Fausto 

nació en Miami y es Cubano-Americano. Fausto habla español y representa a varias personas y 
entidades de América Latina en asuntos de litigios en los Estados Unidos. 
 
 
Alejandro L. Sarria, Member, Miller & Chevalier, Washington, DC 
Alejandro L. Sarria is a Member in the Government Contracts Counseling & 
Litigation practice of Miller & Chevalier. He represents government 
contractors in complex contract disputes, bid protests, prime-subcontractor 
disputes and mass tort litigation. Alejandro also advises Contractors on a 
wide range of procurement issues, including cost allowability, supply chain 
and cybersecurity regulations, GSA schedule contracting, and domestic 
sourcing requirements. He maintains an active pro bono practice where he 
focuses on matters impacting the Hispanic Community and military 
Veterans. Most recently, he served for five years as pro bono general 
counsel to the Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute (CHLI), a non-
profit organization dedicated to advancing the progress of the Hispanic 
Community. In that role, Alejandro directly supported student internship programs for Latino 
youth and advised CHLI with regard to its work on important public policy matters, such as 
Hispanic voter registration, compassionate and comprehensive immigration reform, and trade 
with Latin America. Alejandro has a B.S., high honors, from the University of Florida, and received 
his J.D. from the George Washington University Law School. 



Moses Suarez, Partner, Co-chair Health Practice Group, SmithAmundsen 
LLC, Chicago, IL 
Moses Suarez is a partner in the SmithAmundsen LLC Chicago, IL office 
and the co-chair of the healthcare practice group. He co-chairs the 
firm’s diversity committee to ensure the firm’s culture and business 
model is inclusive. He’s worked to increase diversity among associates 
and both income and equity partners. Moses has litigated complex 
medical issues and successfully defended physicians and healthcare 
organizations in multi-million-dollar cases. He also counsels clients on 
healthcare regulatory compliance. Moses is highly sought to present on 
patient safety before local, state, and national audiences, including the 
DRI, Chicago Healthcare Risk Management Society, and the Hispanic 
Nurses Association of Illinois. He’s been named a Rising Star by Illinois 

Super Lawyers from 2017-2020 and Leading Lawyers Network named Moses as an “Emerging 
Lawyer” in medical malpractice defense from 2016-2020. He’s the first Latino President of the 
Lesbian and Gay Bar Association of Chicago. He received his J.D. from Valparaiso University, 
and his B.A. from the University of Texas – San Antonio. 
 
 
Chris Wilson, Partner, Goodwin Procter LLP, Boston, MA 
Chris Wilson is a partner in Goodwin’s Boston office and member of the Private 
Equity group. He specializes in advising private equity sponsors and their 
portfolio companies in a variety of transactions, including leveraged buyouts, 
mergers and acquisitions, recapitalizations, growth equity investments, strategic 
transactions, joint ventures and general corporate matters. Mr. Wilson was a 
summer associate with Goodwin in 2007, before joining the firm as an associate 
in 2008. He was named a partner in 2015 and elevated to senior partner in 
2019. In addition to his practice, Mr. Wilson co-founded Goodwin’s 
Nationalization Pro Bono Program, which organizes free legal clinics to assist 
underprivileged permanent residents with the nationalization process. He also 
established the Boston Chapter of ACAMS, the largest international 
membership organization devoted to anti-money laundering. Mr. Wilson 
received his J.D. cum laude from Notre Dame Law School, and his B.A. with honors from the 
University of Miami. 

 
 

### 
 
About the Hispanic National Bar Association 
The Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA) is an incorporated, not-for-profit, national 
membership association that represents the interests of Hispanic attorneys, judges, law 
professors, legal assistants, law students, and legal professionals in the United States and its 
territories. Since 1972, the HNBA has acted as a force for positive change within the legal 
profession by creating opportunities for Hispanic lawyers and by helping generations of lawyers 
to succeed. The HNBA has also effectively advocated on issues of importance to the national 
Hispanic community. While we are proud of our accomplishments, we are mindful that our 
mission is as vital today as it was four decades ago, especially as the U.S. Hispanic population 
continues to grow.  For more information, please visit www.hnba.com. 
 
The 2020 HNBA/VIA Corporate Counsel Conference and Uvaldo Herrera Moot Court Competition 
is a joint enterprise with the HNBA VIA Fund. The HNBA VIA (“Vision in Action”) Fund is the 
Hispanic National Bar Association’s 501 (c)(3) charitable arm. VIA’s mission is to empower the U.S. 
Latinx community through programs and initiatives that increase the community’s access and 
influence, and provide expanded education, career advancement, and leadership 
opportunities. Through a combination of targeted programmatic activities (trainings, workshops, 
mentoring and pipeline programs, pro bono legal services, conferences, and more!), HNBA VIA, 
as a joint enterprise with the HNBA, supports the development and advancement of Latinx 

http://www.hnba.com/


students, legal professionals and community members. For more information please visit 
www.hnba.com/hnbaviafund. 
 
Your contribution to VIA may qualify as a charitable deduction for federal income tax purposes. 
The deduction is limited to the excess of the contribution over the fair market value of any goods 
or services received in exchange for your contribution. Please consult your tax advisers or the IRS 
to determine whether your contribution is deductible.  

 

http://www.hnba.com/hnbaviafund

