FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 28, 2022
Washington, D.C. – The Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA) is proud to announce the
exceptional attorneys who have been selected to receive the prestigious 2022 “HNBA Top
Lawyers Under 40” Awards.
After a rigorous review process, the Awards Committee selected 40 of the best HNBA members
from across the country. The “Top Lawyers Under 40” Award honors exceptionally accomplished
lawyers who have demonstrated professional excellence, integrity, leadership, commitment to
the Hispanic community, and dedication to improving the legal profession.
“The HNBA is pleased to honor 40 of our best young Hispanic lawyers from across the nation,
showcasing the exceptional legal talent and leadership that our community has to offer,” Carlos
M. Bollar, HNBA National President. “The award recipients were selected from a number of highly
qualified candidates. The overwhelming number of highly qualified nominees every year
illustrates our progress in the areas of law and leadership. Although much work remains to be
done, the HNBA will continue to celebrate and highlight our talented lawyers that distinguish
themselves.”
“On behalf of the HNBA, I want to thank the Awards Committee for their diligent work during this
year’s particularly arduous selection process. I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the award
winners, and hope that as you continue to navigate the trajectory of your career, you will
continue to raise your voice and be a driving force for real action and real change. I look
forward to celebrating this accomplishment with all of you.”
The awards will be presented during the HNBA/VIA CCC2022 Top Lawyers Under 40 Reception
on Friday, March 25, 2022.

Carlos M. Bollar
HNBA National President

The 2022 HNBA Top Lawyers Under 40 Recipients

Adam Acosta is a Partner in White & Case LLP’s Global Antitrust/Competition Practice, and the
immediate past President of the Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia (HBA-DC). He
has served as a board member for HBA-DC since 2015 and is an active member of HNBA. Adam’s
legal practice focuses on antitrust litigation, government investigations, and related counseling.
Recognized by Legal 500 US as one of three “Rising Stars” nationwide in the Antitrust Cartel
category, Adam has helped clients achieve significant victories at virtually all stages of complex
antitrust litigation. In the pre-litigation context, he has successfully resolved numerous government
investigations before the DOJ’s Antitrust Division, the Federal Trade Commission, and various state
attorneys general, all without those agencies seeking any relief. Adam also routinely works with
clients on compliance and competition-related counseling involving competitor collaborations,
trade associations, mergers, information exchanges, competitive intelligence, and various other
business initiatives.

Zila R. Acosta-Grimes is a member of Debevoise & Plimpton’s Financial Institutions Group Financial
Institutions Group based in the New York office. Ms. Acosta-Grimes’ practice focuses on banking
regulatory, transactional and compliance matters. Ms. Acosta-Grimes is especially active in the
firm’s Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Economic Sanctions practices. Ms. Acosta-Grimes also
has experience assisting financial institutions in identifying and addressing legal, supervisory and
reputational issues in connection with transactions, government inquiries and internal
investigations. Before joining Debevoise Ms. Acosta-Grimes worked at Goldman Sachs.
Ms. Acosta-Grimes is an adjunct professor at Fordham Law School, teaching a course in anti-

money laundering. She is also a member of the Líderes Board of LatinoJustice PRLDEF, a national
not-for-profit Latino civil rights legal defense fund, and a deputy president for Region II of the
Hispanic National Bar Association. In 2018 Ms. Acosta-Grimes received Debevoise’s Pro Bono
Service Award for her work representing the Community Development Venture Capital Alliance’s
Puerto Rico Fund for Growth. In 2017 Ms. Acosta-Grimes received the Puerto Rican Bar
Association’s Flor De Maga award as a rising legal star. Ms. Acosta-Grimes received a J.D. from
Columbia Law School in 2015. She was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and an article editor for the
Columbia Law Review. She received a B.A. from Columbia College at Columbia University in 2011.
She is fluent in Spanish.

Nadia Arid is an Associate Product Counsel for Google LLC supporting the Chrome browser and
Chrome web extensions. Prior to joining Google, Nadia worked at a San Francisco law firm as a
litigation attorney specializing in intellectual property and technology law. The daughter of a
Peruvian-Chilean mother and a Palestinian-Lebanese father, Nadia was born and raised in San
Jose, CA and graduated from Stanford University and Harvard Law School. She is committed to
diversifying the legal profession and has been an active member of the board of the San
Francisco La Raza Lawyers' Association since 2018. Nadia also serves on the board of directors for
the Silicon Valley Urban Debate League, an education non-profit that helps low-income students
of color empower themselves through oral advocacy, and regularly provides pro bono
representation to clients in deportation proceeding.

Luis Fernando Benavides is an Associate in McGuireWoods’ Charlotte office and a member of
the Debt Finance practice group. Luis represents lenders and borrowers in a variety of financing
transactions. Luis regularly works on secured and unsecured credit facilities ranging in size from
$20 million to more than $4 billion in a wide variety of industries, including healthcare,

telecommunications, beverage, industrials and technology sectors. Luis serves as the lead
associate on his matters, often drafting most of the primary documentation for many complex
transactions, such as a $1.4 billion senior secured acquisition financing for a national television
broadcast company. Additionally, he is a licensed patent attorney with prior technology transfer
experience. Luis attended the University of South Florida, graduating with undergraduate
degrees in Economics and Biomedical Sciences and a Master of Science degree in
Biotechnology. Luis then attended Wake Forest University, where he graduated with a JD/MBA
degree, with honors.

Katherine Britton, Owner, Law Office of Katherine Britton
Dallas, TX
Katherine Britton has her own law practice in Dallas, TX. She focuses on civil rights discrimination
and retaliation trials and appeals. Katherine also assists clients on a wide range of international,
state, and federal data privacy compliance issues and she reviews and negotiates
vendor/supplier contracts, technology transactions, services and consulting agreements,
licensing agreements, and marketing contracts. Her clients include tech startups, non-profit
corporations, privately held companies, Fortune 500 and Fortune 50 companies. Katherine is
active in the HNBA and has served as a Commissioner for the Latina Commission and is currently
the Co-Chair of the Latina Leadership Academy. Katherine holds Certified Information Privacy
Processional and Certified Information Privacy Manager designations. She earned her BA in
Economics and Political Science from Tulane University in 2004 and her JD from The University of
Illinois Chicago School of Law in 2007, where she was an Editor for the Review of Intellectual
Property Law.

Edward Carlson is a telecommunications attorney with more than a decade of experience in the
communications and technology field. He is currently an attorney advisor in the General Counsel's
(GC) Office of the US Department of Commerce (Commerce), where he focuses on international
telecom and technology issues in Latin America. Prior to the GC’s Office, he worked on domestic
policy development at the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, which
is the principal advisor to the President on telecommunications and communications policy. While
at Commerce, he received the bronze medal twice (awarded at the Bureau level) and a silver
medal once (awarded at the Secretary level) for his work on telecommunications policy. Prior to
graduate school, he was a Henry Luce Scholar for the FMR Japanese Cabinet Parliamentary
Secretary of Economic and Fiscal Policy in Tokyo. He received his BA from Colorado College and
his JD from the University of Iowa.

Yeny Ciborowski is Associate General Counsel at Enova International, Inc., supporting Enova's
consumer and commercial financial products and services where she counsels on an array of
areas, including consumer protection laws, electronic payments, mobile commerce, privacy and
data security, and strategic partnerships. Prior to joining Enova, Yeny began her career as an
associate practicing commercial litigation and bankruptcy law at Wildman, Harrold, Allen & Dixon
LLP (where she was also a summer associate), and later joined Barnes & Thornburg LLP as a senior
litigation associate. Yeny is actively involved in the Hispanic legal community serving on the Board
of the Hispanic Lawyers Association of Illinois and as one of the Board of Trustees for the Hispanic
Lawyers Scholarship Fund of Illinois. Yeny is also a participant in HNBA’s Poder25 program. Yeny
earned her B.A. from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from the University of Illinois College
of Law.

Andrew Manuel Crespo is the Morris Wasserstein Public Interest Professor of Law at Harvard Law
School where he serves as the Executive Faculty Director of the Institute to End Mass Incarceration.
A magna cum laude graduate of Harvard Law School, Crespo was the first Latino elected
president of the Harvard Law Review. He later served as a law clerk to Justices Stephen Breyer
and Elena Kagan. From 2011 until 2014, Crespo was a practicing public defender in Washington,
DC. In 2015, at the age of 32, he became the first Latino ever hired to a tenure-track position at
Harvard Law School and, in 2019, became the first Latino promoted to tenure. Professor Crespo’s
award-winning scholarship appears in multiple leading journals. He is an elected member of the
American Law Institute and was appointed by President Biden to serve on the President’s
Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States.

Jennifer Lydia Crespo is a graduate of Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism and
the University of Illinois Chicago School of Law. An investigative reporter by trade and the
daughter of immigrants from the Philippines and Puerto Rico, Jennifer’s perspective is informed by
her unwavering commitment to honest, truthful reporting and fierce, fair advocacy. Jennifer’s
efforts with the Medill Innocence Project helped exonerate a wrongfully convicted man, and after
earning her Juris Doctor, she assisted immigration clients with applying for and successfully
obtaining asylum in the United States. Jennifer also joined frontline attorneys at O’Hare
International Airport in January 2017 to combat the travel ban targeting Islamic religious groups.
Jennifer currently serves as Assistant Illinois Attorney General in the Consumer Fraud Bureau, where
she has pioneered regulatory oversight to address scams related to and stemming from the

COVID-19 pandemic; helped Illinois steer investigations across the nation to end deceptive
advertising and sales practices in the opioids industry; recovered hundreds of thousands of dollars
for victims of fraud in the automobile and home repair industries; proactively crafted and
executed dozens of agreements with businesses to enjoin deceptive conduct; and leads a team
to prepare consumer alerts and education to halt emerging scams. Jennifer is President-Elect of
HLAI: Serving the Hispanic Lawyers of Illinois, a premiere affinity bar organization. Jennifer’s
involvement with HLAI began in law school, where she served as President of the Latino Law
Student Association and consulted with HLAI members to host the 11th Annual Illinois Latino Law
Student Association Forum. Jennifer helped launch HLAI’s Judicial Reception, host its first Gala,
and induct inaugural members to HLAI’s honor society. Jennifer also organized HLAI’s first
collaborative leadership dinner, and she worked with law students, young lawyers, and members
of the judiciary to keep HLAI relevant and accessible throughout the pandemic.

Lian de la Riva is a Partner at Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog (MRTH) and a member of the
Guardianship, Probate, and Trust practice group. Lian represents professional fiduciaries,
beneficiaries, and incapacitated individuals in all stages of a complex administration and litigated
Guardianship, Probate, or Trust matters. Lian also acts as court appointed Trustee or Curator. Prior
to joining MRTH, Lian served as staff attorney to Judge Bernard Shapiro of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit of Florida and was named a Fellow of the Real Property, Probate & Trust Law Section of the
Florida Bar. Lian is actively involved in the Hispanic legal community, serving as the current
National Chair of the YLD, Region VIII board member and Board of Director member of the
Guatemalan Maya Center. Lian earned her B.A. in International and Public Affairs from Florida
International University, and her J.D. from Florida International University College of Law.

Lissette Duran is a Senior Associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLC in New York in
the Sustainability & Environmental, Social and Governance (“ESG”) Advisory Practice. Lissette has
extensive experience advising clients on their ESG efforts, with a focus on internal investigations
and development of HR and DEI policies and disclosures. Prior to joining the ESG practice, she was
a litigation associate specializing in complex litigation and regulatory defense, representing
leading companies in finance, oil and energy, and technology. Outside of the office, Lissette is
very active in the Latinx/Hispanic community. She is a Deputy Regional President for HNBA Region
II, a member of the Lideres Board of LatinoJustice PRLDEF, and a member of the Board of the
Dominican Women’s Development Center. Lissette earned her B.A. from the University of
Pennsylvania and her J.D. from Columbia Law School. After graduation, Lissette clerked for Judge
Edgardo Ramos at the U.S. District Court of the Southern District of New York.

Michael Alexander Fernández is Counsel in Rivero Mestre LLP’s New York office and an Adjunct
Professor of Law at Fordham Law School. Michael’s practice is focused on complex commercial
litigation, international arbitration, and regulatory compliance issues. Fluent in Spanish and
Portuguese, Michael has experience representing foreign and domestic companies and
individuals involved in arbitrations, litigations, and with investigations in the U.S., as well as parties
to international commercial and investment treaty arbitrations conducted under the major
international rules including UNCITRAL, ICSID and ICDR. Michael serves as Chair of the New York
City Bar’s Inter-American Affairs Committee and as a Deputy Regional President of the Hispanic
National Bar Association’s New York Region. Michael received his B.A. from Yale University in 2007,
an M.A. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University in 2012.and his J.D. from
Columbia Law School in 2012.

Alfredo Fernández advises manufacturing, technology, education and real estate organizations
with a focus on environmental and international trade matters. He serves as the Chair of the
firm's Manufacturing Industry Team and the firm’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.
Alfredo advises clients on environmental, health and safety issues in all areas of business
operations, including regulatory compliance, transactional due diligence and remediation of
contaminated properties. Alfredo guides clients through specialty chemical market evaluation,
chemical/disinfectant product registration, hazard communication and labeling. Alfredo also
counsels private and public entities regarding abatement of hazardous materials/conditions.
Leading the firm’s international trade practice, Alfredo advises companies on matters affecting
international trade, including exports, economic sanctions, trade agreements, foreign investment,
foreign employment, and anti-boycott regulations. Prior to joining the firm, Alfredo worked as an
aerospace engineer for an aircraft engine manufacturer. He is a past president and current
board member of the Connecticut Hispanic Bar Association.

Cinthia N. Flores is a Board Member of the California Agricultural Labor Relations Board. Governor
Gavin Newsom appointed her to this position in 2020. Prior to her appointment, Cinthia practiced
immigration law with a focus on removal defense defending individuals from deportation.
Currently, Cinthia serves as President-elect of the Latina Lawyers Bar Association, the only bar
association in the country dedicated to supporting Latinas in the legal profession. Cinthia also
serves as Treasurer of Latinas Lead California, a political action committee dedicated to electing
Latinas to local, state, and federal office. Lastly, Cinthia serves on the UCLA Alumni Association.

Cinthia is a graduate of the University of California, Irvine School of Law. During law school, Cinthia
served as a Student Regent on the University of California Board of Regent. Cinthia is a graduate
of UCLA, where she served as the first Latina Student Body President in UCLA history.

Daniel Eduardo Gomez is a Partner at Conner & Winters, LLP, a full-service law firm with offices in
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Washington, D.C. Daniel practices in the Tulsa office with a
focus on business litigation, Native American law and policy, insurance coverage, and
bankruptcy. He also serves as the firm’s Diversity Chair and is proud of his robust pro bono
practice including matters of religious freedom, immigrant rights, and resettlement of Afghan
refugees. He supports the Hispanic community as a Deputy Regional President for HNBA Region
XII, and as a mayor-appointed Commissioner and Immigration Chair for the Greater Tulsa Area
Hispanic/Latinx Affairs Commission. Daniel received a B.S. in Economics from Oklahoma State
University and a J.D. from Southern Methodist University. He also currently serves as an Adjunct
Professor at the University of Tulsa College of Law where he teaches courses in cultural and
intellectual properties law and evidence.

Arturo Gonzalez, Attorney, Chapa Law Group
Phoenix, AZ
Arturo Gonzalez is an attorney at the Phoenix office of Chapa Law Group. Arturo is a personal
injury litigation attorney and represents plaintiffs in wrongful death and catastrophic injury cases.
Arturo received his B.S. in Criminal Justice from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, and
his J.D. from the Arizona State University, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. Arturo is a
Member of the Los Abogados Hispanic Bar Association and has served as Deputy Regional
President for Region XIV of the HNBA. Arturo has been involved in various local nonprofit

community organizations, including L.U.C.H.A., Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project,
and Fuerza Local. Arturo was recognized as a Top Pro Bono Attorney by the State Bar of Arizona
in 2019 and is a graduate of the prestigious Hispanic Leadership Institute. Arturo was born in Dolores
Hidalgo, Guanajuato, Mexico and was the first in his family to attend college.

Leidy J. Gutierrez is an Associate in Reed Smith LLP’s Princeton office and a member of the
Financial Industry Group. Leidy’s practice focuses on Financial Services Litigation, representing
financial institutions in individual and complex actions concerning banking and consumer finance
issues in state and federal courts. Leidy is currently on Secondment at BNY Mellon where she
partners with the Compliance, Risk, and Legal teams to ensure comprehensive support for
regulatory reviews and examinations by regulatory agencies. Leidy also assists in monitoring and
analyzing regulatory developments on Artificial Intelligence. Prior to joining Reed Smith, Leidy
served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Bonnie J. Mizdol, Assignment Judge, Superior Court
of New Jersey. Leidy is involved in the Hispanic legal community, serving in the HNBA as Director
of CLEs, Latina Commissioner, and as Deputy Regional President for Region III, she also serves as
Trustee at Large for the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey and is the Associate Chair of Reed
Smith’s business inclusion group UNIDOS.

Daniel R. Hernandez, a gay cis-gendered male, is a social entrepreneur and attorney. At age 27,
Daniel started a law firm with the mission of offering competent legal services at an affordable
fixed cost. Daniel’s law firm currently staffs four attorneys, where each identifies as a diverse
individual. Daniel focuses his practice on family law and real estate transactions. Daniel is
President of the Board of Directors at Between Friends, a nonprofit committed to ending domestic
violence by providing social services and education to survivors and by educating Chicago’s
youth on healthy relationships. Most recently, Daniel began serving the City of Chicago as
Commissioner on the Chicago Commission on Human Relations. Daniel also serves the HNBA as
Vice President of Region IX. Daniel obtained a Bachelor of Health Services Administration from
Florida International University in Miami, FL and a Juris Doctor from University of Illinois Chicago
School of Law where he is now an Adjunct Professor.

Carmen Iguina Gonzalez is a senior staff attorney at the ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project, where
she develops and leads complex civil rights litigation affecting the lives of noncitizens and
immigrant communities. An accomplished litigator, she has won landmark cases establishing the
right to legal representation for immigrants with mental disabilities and curtailing the power of the
government to indefinitely detain asylum seekers, and helped to establish the L.A. Justice Fund
and expand One California, funding representation of immigrants in deportation
proceedings. Iguina Gonzalez served as a law clerk for Justice Sotomayor on the U.S. Supreme
Court, Judge Reinhardt on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and Judge Matsumoto
on the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York. She graduated magna cum laude
from Harvard University and New York University School of Law, where she was a Root-Tilden-Kern
Scholar.

Bernadette Lopez is Corporate Counsel in Amazon’s North America Consumer Legal Group. In this
role, she supports various consumables teams (including Health and Personal Care, Grocery,
Business to Business, In-stock Management, Supply Chain, Vendor Account Services, and various
product development and tech teams) and is key in providing regulatory and compliance
guidance. In addition to her responsibilities as Corporate Counsel, Bernadette was selected to
serve on Amazon’s Diversity Leadership Team, a steering committee that provides programmatic
support and agenda direction to Amazon’s DEI program. She is also actively involved in the Latino
legal community, mentoring up-and-coming Latino law students and young attorneys, serving on
the 2022 Intellectual Property Law Institute Steering Committee, and as Deputy Regional President
and head of the Judicial Endorsement Committee for HNBA Region XVI. Her career includes an
associate position at an IP Boutique firm in New York City, and she served as a law clerk to Judge
Peter M. Reyes, Jr. of the Minnesota Court of Appeals. Bernadette holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in Biology from Duke University and a Juris Doctor from Hofstra University School of Law.

David López-Negrete is a trial attorney at the Clark County Public Defender’s Office in Las
Vegas. Since 2010, he has represented the working-class and least fortunate among us when they
face criminal charges. Handling a high-volume caseload, he has defended thousands of
individuals and handled a wide variety of State criminal matters at all stages, from arraignment to
appeal. Currently, David is a Chief Deputy Public Defender on the homicide specialty team. To
serve the community, he volunteers as a Director-at-Large on the board of the Nevada Latino Bar
Association, as Co-Director of the ¡Ándale! 5K Race, which raises funds for Latinos aspiring to law
school, and as a Huellas mentor for high school, college, and law school students. David earned
his B.A. magna cum laude in Latin American Studies from New York University and his J.D. from
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law.

Norma Manjarrez is a shareholder in the Chicago office of Ogletree Deakins. Norma is
experienced in handling a variety of traditional labor relations matters, including disputes before
the NLRB, representing employers in labor negotiations, advising employers through union
organizing campaigns and elections, and defending employers in arbitration. Norma co-chairs
the firm’s Latinx business resource group. In her first year as co-chair, Norma developed the
group’s mentorship program including resources on benchmarking, time management, and legal
writing. Norma is a board member of the City of Chicago Board of Ethics, which administers
Chicago’s Governmental Ethics and Campaign Financing Ordinances and a board member of
the City Colleges of Chicago Foundation, a nonprofit organization that focuses on raising
charitable contributions to support community college students from all backgrounds. She is also
actively involved in local and national efforts targeting professional growth and development for
Latinx law students and attorneys. Norma earned her B.S. in Finance from DePaul University and
her J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law.

Ana María Martinez serves a judge in the State Court of DeKalb County. She was sworn into this
position on January 18, 2022, by Governor Brian Kemp, making her the first Latina to serve as judge
in a court of record in the state of Georgia. Prior to serving on the bench, she worked as a Staff
Attorney for the DeKalb State Court (Division 6). She is also co-founder and President of the
Georgia Latino Law Foundation (“GLLF”). The GLLF focuses on educating and empowering
Latinos/as with an interest in the law.

Ana Maria dedicates her time outside of work to various legal and community organizations.
She currently serves on the boards of the Georgia Hispanic Bar Association and the Judge
Clarence Cooper American Inn of Court, where she is serving as President for the 2021-2022 bar
year. She is a LEAD Atlanta and Leadership Georgia graduate.
Ana Maria immigrated from Manizales, Colombia at age 12 and has been a resident of the metroAtlanta area ever since. She received her B.B.A. in Marketing, cum laude, from The University of
Georgia in 2004. She obtained her J.D., cum laude and with Pro Bono distinction, from the Georgia
State University College of Law in 2009. She is married to Mario Martinez, Jr. Together, they are the
proud parents of Liliana (10) and Elena (5).

Gray Mateo-Harris is an Equity Partner at Fox Rothschild, serves as Labor & Employment Regional
Practice Lead, Trade Secrets & Restrictive Covenants Co-Chair, Diversity Committee member, and
Diverse Attorney Supplemental Mentorship Program Co-Chair. Gray represents companies
nationally in critical litigation and counseling matters involving discrimination, harassment,
retaliation, wage-and-hour, restrictive covenant, contracts, torts, and labor relations. As a proven
diversity, equity and inclusion leader and native Spanish speaker who emigrated at age 7 from
the Dominican Republic, Gray cultivates numerous diverse attorney and student mentees and
serves on the boards of several organizations dedicated to empowering and uplifting women and
minorities. Gray was named a Leadership Council on Legal Diversity Fellow, Illinois Super Lawyer,
Law Bulletin Leading Lawyer, National Bar Association “40 Under 40 Nation’s Best Advocates” and
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin “Forty Under 40”. She also graduated cum laude from both undergrad
and law school at the University of Illinois.

Tricia Argentine McNeill is an Associate at Troutman Pepper and a member of the Finance and
Restructuring practice. Tricia’s practice includes commercial lending, leveraged finance and
syndicated finance. She represents lenders, public and private borrowers and private equity
sponsors in connection with secured and unsecured credit facilities, leveraged buyouts,
acquisition financing, mezzanine lending arrangements and debt workouts and restructuring.
Tricia serves as Deputy Regional President for HNBA Region VI and has been involved with the
HNBA in various capacities for several years. Tricia earned her B.S. in Science and M.A. in
secondary education from Western Carolina University and her J.D. from North Carolina Central
University School of Law.

Adelaida is Compliance Lead, Worldwide Medical for Biogen Inc. She is responsible for
enhancing, implementing and monitoring Biogen’s compliance program for the Worldwide
Medical Organization. Prior to joining Biogen, Adelaida was a Shareholder at Greenberg Traurig
where she focused on international compliance matters and served as co-chair for the firm’s
Latino Affinity Group. Adelaida is actively involved in the Hispanic community, serving as a mentor
to a Latina law student and a Latina high schooler. She also serves on the board of Esperanza,
Inc., a non‐profit focused on the education of Latino youth with the goal of developing future
leaders. Adelaida previously served as an HNBA Latina Commissioner where she co-chaired the
LC’s Pearls of Wisdom committee and organized 15 panels to disadvantaged Latinx youth
throughout the country. Adelaida received her JD from The University of Texas School of Law and
her B.A. from Brown University.

Antonio Molina is Veteran, community leader, and an attorney with the community-focused firm
of Nguyen and Pham Law. Aside from his day job, Antonio currently serves as Chairman of the
Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, is part of the executive committee on the Georgia
Independent College Association, and was recently appointed to the Gwinnett Hospital Authority,
the Gwinnett Redevelopment Authority, and the Gwinnett Merit Board. Antonio is also the founder
of the prestigious 50 Most Influential Latinos Awards. Last but certainly not least, Antonio is the
father to two amazing young girls, Ximena and Maya, whom he loves dearly, and a husband to
his wonderful wife Evelyn who is an award-winning nurse and future Family Nurse Practitioner. While
most people do not know where he gets the time to do all these things, Antonio credits his military
training, family's support, and most importantly, God's blessing for his success.

Ryan Murguía serves as Chief Counsel in the Office of U.S. Senator Joe Manchin III. An experienced
former federal prosecutor, Ryan most recently worked as an O’Melveny Fellow at the ACLU where
he represented civil immigration detainees held in federal detention facilities. Before that he
maintained wide-ranging litigation practices at O’Melveny & Myers LLP and Quinn Emanuel
Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP. Previously, he clerked in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of
California and served as a Trial Attorney in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice.
Ryan is active in the Latinx legal community and served two terms on the Board of Trustees for the
Mexican American Bar Association of Los Angeles County (MABA), where he continues to
participate on its Judicial Externship and Scholarship Committee. Ryan earned his B.A. from Yale
University and his J.D. from Northwestern Pritzker School of Law.

The son of two South American immigrants, Arthur is considered an expert within the political,
policy, and regulatory world of the telecommunications and energy industries. Arthur spent ten
years in the public sector, from a presidential appointment at the White House, to the Colorado
legislature, and a Denver mayoral appointment. From there, recognizing the need to better
understand the private sector, Arthur spent ten years in various corporate roles, from a Fortune 30
company to a start-up-turned-unicorn-now-publicly-traded company. Arthur is a key leader in his
firm’s broadband funding initiative where he assists clients navigate the regulatory rules and local
communities to obtain funding.
Arthur is married to McKinsie Ortegon, and they have two children — a daughter named Isla and
a son named Briggs. In his personal time, Arthur enjoys skiing, tennis, reading, and traveling to new
and exotic places to pursue his passion for the collection and study of butterflies.

Javier Perez is a Board Certified employment attorney with a diverse practice that includes cases
of employment discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and wage and hour violations. Javier is
owner and managing attorney of Dallas-based employment law boutique Perez Law. Prior to
founding the firm, Javier was a founding partner of Scott Perez LLP and worked under former
Federal Judge Joe Kendall. Javier is also a former extern to Texas Supreme Court Justice David
Medina, Federal Magistrate Judge J. Scott Hacker, and the Mexican American Legal Defense
and Education Fund (MALDEF).

Javier is a two-time President of the Dallas Hispanic Bar Association, a Board Member of the Dallas
Bar Association, and a fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation. Javier has also served on the Merit
Selection Panel Committee for the U.S. District Court in Dallas, the City of Dallas Service Board, and
the HNBA Judicial Endorsement Committee.

Lynmarie is an active duty officer in the Judge Advocate General Corps, U.S. Army. She is currently
assigned to 82d Airborne Division Artillery where she advises commanders on fiscal and contract
law, military justice, and administrative law issues. Lynmarie’s previously served as a military
prosecutor and defense counsel. She is dedicated advocate within the Hispanic community and
serves as a co-founder of a bomba y plena nonprofit, member of the JAGC Diversity and Inclusion
Board and Hispanic Mentorship Group. Lynmarie earned her B.A. and J.D. from the University of
Puerto Rico. She is a proud Lawyer, Mom, Wife, Paratrooper and Puertorriqueña.

Esteban is a Counsel at O’Melveny, where he litigates product liability, mass tort, and consumer
class action matters. He has served as a linchpin on some of O’Melveny’s highest profile matters
in these areas—from leading teams defending J&J in the nationwide opioid litigation to securing
the dismissal of nationwide class actions against boxing promoter Top Rank and HBO over the
Pacquiao-Mayweather “Fight of the Century.” A proud son of Mexican immigrants, Esteban
maintains an active immigration pro bono practice. He dedicates significant time championing
diversity initiatives at O’Melveny focused on improving recruitment and retention of diverse
lawyers.
Esteban chairs the Board of Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles County, one of

California’s largest and most prominent legal non-profits. He also sits on the Board of
ScholarMatch, a non-profit that assists first-generation students secure financial aid.
Esteban earned his B.A. from UC Irvine and his J.D. from Stanford Law School.

Lysette Romero Córdova is an assistant professor of law at the University of New Mexico School of
Law where she teaches in the Legal Analysis and Communication Program. Prior to transitioning
to academia, Professor Romero Córdova served New Mexico’s appellate courts in varying
capacities for almost seven years—first as a judicial law clerk to Justice Edward L. Chávez on the
New Mexico Supreme Court, then as an associate attorney for the New Mexico Court of Appeals,
and finally as associate counsel with the Office of Supreme Court Counsel. Romero Córdova has
extensive experience in appeals, having worked on more than 250 cases spanning all areas of
the law in her time with New Mexico’s courts. Romero Córdova serves on the board of the New
Mexico Hispanic Bar Association. She earned her undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, and
her Juris Doctor, cum laude, both from the University of New Mexico.

Alicia Rubio-Spring is a Litigation Partner in Goodwin’s Complex Litigation and Dispute Resolution
practice in Boston and a member of the firm’s Life Sciences Disputes group. Alicia focuses her
practice on assisting life sciences and tech clients in a variety of complex litigation matters in
both federal and state court, including general commercial litigation and arbitration as well as
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financial services firms in a wide array of civil litigation matters. Roxanne has an active pro bono
practice, for which she has won several awards —including Akin Gump’s Pro Bono Counsel of the
Year and Human Rights First Pro Bono Star. As a member of Akin Gump’s Diversity & Inclusion
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