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Program Overview

PROGRAM
OVERV IEW

The Intellectual Property Law
Institute is in its 14th year! For
over a decade, IPLI has brought
~25 law students to
Washington, DC for a week-long
intensive experience that
educates and exposes them to
all aspects of practicing IP law.
The students hear from industry
leaders, judges, federal
agencies, and panelists from law
firms, governmental agencies,
and in-house at corporations.
The students visit SCOTUS, The
Copyright Office, the Federal
Trade Commission, the
International Trade Commission,
and the USPTO every year. We
have about 325 alumni across
the nation now, some who have
even returned as sponsors,
panelists, and co-chairs helping
run the program for the next
cohort of IP legal practitioners.

“Because of IPLI, I can no
longer say there are no lawyers

in my family. I found my
champions and they found me.”

 
-  Abdi Lopez

IPLI Class of  2025

The Hispanic National Bar
Association (HNBA) is the sole
national nonprofit organization
representing the interests of
78,000+ Hispanic attorneys, 16,000
law students, and thousands of
other legal professionals. Working
with its charitable arm the HNBA VIA
Fund, the HNBA is uniquely
positioned to influence and impact
the lives of the 65 million Hispanic
people living in the U.S. While we
are proud of our 53 years of
accomplishments, we are mindful
that our mission is as critical today
as it was when the HNBA was
founded in 1972. 

ABOUT
HNBA
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Dear IPLI Community, 

Each summer, the HNBA/VIA Intellectual Property Law Institute (IPLI) brings together an exceptional group
of law students for a transformative experience in Washington, DC. As HNBA Director of Programs, and
someone deeply committed to this initiative, I have the privilege of overseeing IPLI’s continued growth and
impact, and each year, I am reminded of just how powerful this program truly is. 

Since its founding in 2013, IPLI has been a trailblazing force in the IP and tech law fields. What began as a
bold vision is now a proven pipeline, one that has launched the careers of over 325 aspiring attorneys, many
of whom now thrive as leaders in law firms, government, the judiciary, and Fortune 500 companies. 

This year, our scholars were immersed in a rigorous week of hands-on learning, private tours, high-level
networking, and mentorship opportunities with some of the top minds in IP law. They left inspired, not only
by what they learned, but also by who they met: you, the alumni who return to give back, the sponsors who
invest in the next generation, the speakers who take time from their demanding careers to offer real-world
insight, the mentors who listen, guide, and uplift them. 

We know the work of expanding access to legal opportunity is not done in one week. It takes a community. It
takes consistency. It takes people like you who believe in the long-term value of building the IP legal
profession pipeline. 

On behalf of HNBA and the IPLI team, thank you for being part of this effort. Whether you contributed as a
speaker, sponsor, mentor, or proud alum, your engagement is shaping not only individual careers, but the
future of the IP and tech law landscape. 

With sincere appreciation, 

LETTER FROM
THE DIRECTOR
OF PROGRAMS

CARLA MARTIN
HNBA Director of Programs
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IPLI was born from a visionary partnership between Microsoft and the Hispanic National Bar Association
(HNBA). In the early 2010s, Horacio Gutierrez, then Deputy General Counsel for Intellectual Property and
Licensing at Microsoft, recognized the stark underrepresentation of Hispanic attorneys in the legal
profession—particularly in the high-growth, high-compensation fields of intellectual property,
technology, and media law. 

At the time, Hispanics made up 18% of the U.S. population but only 5% of lawyers, with even fewer in IP.
Determined to create a transformational initiative, Gutierrez and HNBA leaders like The Honorable
Jimmie V. Reyna, The Honorable Peter Reyes, Catherine Romero, and Mick Konowal designed IPLI as a
practical, high-impact program to change the trajectory of law students’ careers. 

With Microsoft’s multi-year seed funding and the enthusiastic support of HNBA leadership, the first IPLI
cohort launched in Washington, DC. The program offered immersive exposure to IP law, mentorship from
top practitioners, and access to elite legal institutions. From the outset, it was “all hands on deck,” with
volunteers reviewing applications, securing housing, and even coordinating meals and transportation. 

IPLI quickly gained momentum. Law firms and corporate sponsors saw its value not only in advancing the
profession but also in accessing exceptional talent. The program’s success inspired other bar
associations to ask, “How can we replicate this?” 

Over the years, IPLI has evolved to reflect the expanding landscape of IP law by incorporating topics like
AI, entertainment, and biotech while remaining grounded in its mission: to empower law students
through education, mentorship, and opportunity. As it approaches its 15th year, IPLI stands as a model of
sustainable, community-driven impact. 

IPLI’s History

 Intellectual Property Law Institute (IPLI™)

Educational Programming 
Scholars gain in-depth knowledge in IP and tech law through specialized

courses, workshops, case studies and hands on experience. Students develop
critical legal writing and interviewing skills, essential for future success in the

field.

Mentoring and
Networking

Each scholar connects with mentors from top law firms and corporations, as well
as networking with other professionals and leaders in IP law.

Visits to Government
Institutions

Scholars visit key U.S. government bodies such as the Patent and Trademark
Office, Copyright Office, House and Senate Judiciary Committees, United

States International Trade Commission, and the United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit.

Briefings from Leading
Practitioners

Scholars attend briefings led by experts in IP and tech law, as well as influential
figures from the legislative and executive branches.
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Government
Institutions
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Discover IPLI
Play Now

American University Washington College of Law 
Arizona State University, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
Columbia Law School 
DePaul University College of Law 
Florida International University College of Law 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law 
McGeorge Law School 
New England School of Law 
Rutgers Law School 
Sandra Day O'Conner College of Law 
Seattle University 
Seton Hall University School of Law 
SMU Dedman School of Law 
Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
University of Connecticut School of Law 
University of Miami School of Law 
University of Michigan Law School 
University of Oklahoma College of Law 
University of Puerto Rico School of Law 
University of San Francisco, School of Law 

Outcomes &
Impact

IPLI: A Transformative
Experience

Law Schools
represented from
across the Country21

11
HNBA Regions

Represented

8

Corporate & Law
Firm Sponsors

15

325
IPLI Alumni

2025 

50
Sponsor & Alumni

Mentors

of Scholars are
1  Generation

College
Graduates

st

80%

https://vimeo.com/1094444598/c0ea7d5852


Scholarship Dollars
Awarded Since

Inception $229,000
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ALUMNI
TESTIMONIALS

LOUIS MORALES-SHNAIDER
Texas Southern University

“On my first day of law school, I introduced myself as the
daughter of farmworkers from Sonora—the first in my
family to attend college. A year later, after completing the
HNBA’s Intellectual Property Law Institute (IPLI), I walked
into Patent Law a different student. When my professor
asked, “What is the PTAB?” I raised my hand: “The Patent
Trial and Appeal Board is an administrative tribunal within
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in Alexandria,
Virginia. I met its judges and staff this summer and saw
how the Board works up close.”

Heads turned. Classmates who remembered my first-day
story asked, “Wait—who’s your family again?”

My answer now is simple: the HNBA. IPLI gave me
mentors—lawyers, judges, colleagues—who opened
doors and kept them open. It transformed my perspective
and turned first-generation barriers into opportunity.
Today, I have people I can call in any area of the law, and
a community that encourages me to pay it forward.”

ABDI LOPEZ
Arizona State University

“From the very first day, they built a space where
students like me—many from STEM and nontraditional
paths—felt welcomed, empowered, and inspired. This
wasn’t just a program. It was a family.

Every speaker, mentor, and workshop reflected a deep
commitment to access, excellence, and cultural
authenticity. IPLI didn’t just open doors—it opened my
eyes to what’s possible. I came into this program not
knowing whether my background in science and
medicine would ever translate into a legal career. IPLI
showed me that not only does it translate—it’s an asset. 

I will forever be grateful to the IPLI family for giving me
the courage, guidance, and clarity to pursue my purpose
in intellectual property law. And because of their
leadership, I now see it as part of my duty to make space
for the next person coming up behind me.”

IPLI2025 
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We thank you for your
continued support of

our programs.

Hispanic National Bar Association & HNBA VIA Fund
2020 Pennsylvania Ave. NW Ste. 279
Washington, DC 20006
www.hnba.com
Questions? Email Carla Martin, Director of Programs, at
cmartin@hnba.com.

IPLI2025
Acknowledgements
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